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Dear Victor Hugo: 

"Much w111 bl; rcquiied of the pctson cnllustecl w ~ t h  much. and st111 mole W I I I  bc 
Jcmandcd o S  thc person cutruqtcd w~tli  more" (Lukc 12 48). This verse has haunted mc for the 
better pall of my I ~ f e  becausc T h a w  becn gl.ipcn the world T Iimc Irvcd a Jlfc r~ch  u ~ t h  grcat 
opportunlilcs and barrcn of grcat hardshrps T'ot this I am eteroally tlianlcful 1 believe t lw  tlic true 
tcsi o f  a marl 1s how firm he starids 117 the face oSadvc~.srty and 11ow low hc bows b e l o ~ e  the cycq 
of Gad It 1s hccausc of my ow11 standards, and because of rnfluences such as your book, Lrv 
A41scruhlec., thal I see myself ow111g a colossa1 debt to t h ~ s  world 

I read about dean Valjean, a convlct who m e n d s  Lo ruartyrdom, aud I blush TINS Valjeatl 
rlsey from the bowels of soclely to the p~nnaclc of l~onor. TIC IS no warnor, Ize 1s no cclelmty - he 
1s a man Hc IS a man in the highcst scnsc or thc word. Scan Valjcan c ~ n b o d ~ e s  a scnsc of'glory 
and decency that I fear I S  lost to thls world, and 1s pcrhaps lost cvcn lo mc Telnptatmn lcsts I I \  
awlul wc~ght 0 1 1  h ~ m .  just as ~t docs on tlic rcsi of us I4c sils atop sucli a 111gll pctlcslal In my cycs 
because of rhc drgnlty w t h  which he bears lhrs burdci~ 

Jean Valjean I S  bealen. broken. slarnrned. shunned. dl-ainccl of 111s Iasr d ~ o p  of wll. yct he 
st111 pcrsevcrw For all t l ~ s .  11Sc awards hi171 \+1111 anolhcl ccst, anothcr ob~tac le  that lic must 
bur-dle 111 111s iacc ~lirnugh pcrditror~ T-lc mects each rest wrlh ii courage illat rnsplres In me a deep 
admra t~on .  I w a n t  to bc r h c  gallcy slil~jc, ihls m l e d  s a ~ n t  who sacltf'lces h~msell '  To1 the 
Iiapp~nesc of those he loves I want lo  hc ~131s corivict wlinin 1 ~.cvcrc and rcspcct. 1 want to bc t h ~ s  
~i~aii---I M ant L O  bc a man 

What hol~c  clo I Ilavc h r  glor)" Scar) Valjean conics &om nothriig, and still hc  achic~es  so  
niuch E ~ c n  i f  I w w e  to ach~eve a co~nparable success. 11 would 1 x  no amanng [cat clue: to my 
trulv blesscd heglnn~ngs So fol %.hat, Ihcri, do I have lo s t m d  I tnusl do ex~c l ly  as Valjean drd, 
and not s t~ ivc  Tot glory al all 1 rvust J~rst stlrvc to hc a man 'I'hls must bc my prrinal-y goal, nncl 
~ I ~ a t e ~ c r  I acIile\c along the way will be a d ~ ~ c c r  lcsull of llic fmtunatc star undcr wli~ch i wac 
bot.11 

Ncver liacl [hew 111oughts come so clcally to my i imd as thcy d ~ d  h e  day that T first 
olm:cr! ynu r  hook. You b m c  shown mc [hat  true glory can be f ~ u i i d  1101 onlv 111 t l i ~  mrnds or 
gcnluscs or the flesh uf  wamors, but alco ~n tlic heal tr; of honest men 

Some day m y  lcst wrll come. S o m e  day I n.111 bc faced will? a hardsli~p unma~chcd by ilnv 
that I have sccn before When thls day conics, 1 w ~ l i  look to tbc honcsi ~ n c n  of rnj* lrfc and to die 
honest men o f  I~fera~~n-e. among the111 Jean Valpm, for couragc and counsel. 

Thank, you for giving me a hem 


