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Dcx Mr. Tolkien, 
I am not tlucc feet tall. I a11 not ellin princess or a shieldrnaiden ofRolla11. I 

a m  no1 the rig111.hl heir to any tl~rone ormcn, 01- t l~c  proledor of a magic ring, but I could 
relatc to any and all of tllc c h a ~ ~ c i c r s  in your book, The Lord of the Rings. 

As I journe~cd tluough the Shire I felt Sam's sen~imentality at leaving tlie uxdy 
home he [<new- At Bvec I s a ~  by Stridm in silencc, watching t l ~ e  hobbits and waiting fir 
whalcver may come. i\t Rivendcll T relt E:l~-ond's sense of foreboding wl~cn Merry and 
Pippin insisted on going on Ihc quest. in Rohan, 1 slmrcd Eowyn's fear of being caged in 
all her life. 

Reading tlzis book I unexpectedly understood thc fear or being killed in banle and 
the coi.lragc and loyalty needed lo go into it. I shared Aragorn's pride a d  f'car as hc 
wre::ttcd %i tll who he really was. This helpcd me to embl-ace who I really ~ 1 1 ,  too. 
Rcad~ng about the athelas plant made me, u pcrson who is not interested in n~edicine at 
all, want to find out inore about rncdicina1 herbs, and the elves made mc muse t~bout what 
it rcall j- mcai~s to be iminlortal. 

This book made nic \\rant to be a better person. I was inspired by [he bravely. 
Ioq'ai;] . u ~ d  deterlnillation slzu~vn by 113osl or !.lie characters. Evcn cmtagonists like 
GvIlu~n and Saru~nan showed some of tl~ese qualities, tlzough I noted that neither of tl1e111 
sho~ved rnuch lo? aIty to myone but themselves. Frodo, I think,  showed the best and 
worst of tile iqorld. He kept going. even wllerz be was mortally wo~mded, and 11c never 
slops, ever? \+I~cn he is tempted onto tllc side of'Sauro11. 

Allother thing that really struck me bvhei~ 1 read your book was the certain kind of 
strcngth den~ous~ratcd by all of the chat-actcrs. It n~ade me realize that strength is not just 
the sitc oi' your muscles or ilcvcr ending courigt.. Slretlgth is being able to Iei go and to 
s11oxv .A hen you are sad. It is bciilg able to live, and laugh, and smile, su~d weep. I I is 
being cl.buwgeous, bciilg determined, and being loyal lo 3-ourself and wl~at you believe in. 
That is {trcngt h. 

I'hank you for helping ine 10 m~dcrstand the lure of powcr and evil and the 
strcr. qLb you need to fig ln it. I think, hecausc o F reading tlus I~ook. I know more about 
whai . ' c  is like. 

S incerelv. a 


