Andy Squires

620 B st

Lincoln NE 68502
(402)476-4142

Dear Mr, Leonard Peltier,

[ have recently read your book rison Wrrtmgs, My Lrt‘e Is My Sun Qange My teacher,

knots'lng my mterest in topres such as human rights and government cover-ups gave me your
book, and l now reahze Just how birnd E have been to our govemment s many injustices towards
Native Amencans The way you have been treated from the attack on the’Pme?dge reservatron, |
to the trlal through your continued !afe in _jaII even though there is no selid evtdence of your guilt,
your story has moved me into action.

The stones of the blacks and women s nghts movements through Amerlcan hlstod are
50 strong that they almost wash out any other struggle. It aiso doesn’ t he!p that the govemment is
domg its best to make any note of the tembie deeds it mﬂ:cted on the Native Amertcans fade mto
the past We learn about Martm Luther King Jr. in school, we are taught about Malcoim X and
his struggie but we atmost never hear about Crazy Horse or Geronimo or Leonard Peltier.
American Indians have fought harder and longer for their human rights than any other mmonty in
Amencan h:story, itis the least known struggle that | am aware of, And yet Native Arnencans are
strII widely and vrmousty oppressed because they are all 100 oﬁen ignored aor patromzed by the
very government that promised to protect all citizens of the United States of Amerlca.

Another reason that the average Atnerican citizen is ignorant of the plight of Native
Americans is thai there are hardly ever current stories of oppression of native Amerioansh'rn the
media. Students in the American education system are rarely taught of thezimm.'e_nse struggte
undergone by Native peoples, except for a passing reference to these minorities in one’s state
history class in 4™ grade. If I had not read your book { would still be quite ignorant of these

“injustices, so I have you to thank for continuing my education of our government’s corrupt



. —D -

policies towards this oppressed group. Your story has made me aware of the situations of your
peopte and is compelling me to educate myself on all aspects of minority problems,
I, personally, have never been oppressed; | grew up white and lower middle class, with

enough money to get by, My life could have been easner, but it could have been much worse, |

don"t know enough about what you and your people have gone through but through my readmg
and even personal expenence, I have d:scovered that if enough people reahze the truth in any
s:tuation the llars can be def‘eated by the:r own dashonesty
Through your work, I have personally been changed, anclllk i -ha.;e méde promiseé to myself

to be a more reéponsible citizen, to- vole with care and knowledge, and to attempt to destroy
oppression and racism wherever I see it. Next November | w:ll be of iegal age to vote, and [ have
begun to reallze 3ust how much responsablhty comes wuh that rlghl { w:ll de my research on the
candldates and toplcs that are up for vote, and based on my newf‘ound ideals | will vote w:th |
caution for those who are trying to make a change in our syslem Ifeela change coming in the
American people 3 way of thinking about govemment and [ think that mos: of the people can see |
it also; the people of America are tired of the status quo and are ready for a change,

| And 50, as you coﬁtinué youf work to spread the truth,. I ;.vou!d like you to knowkthat you |
havé other believers out here, and | now count ﬁyseif among thgm, w;;o aré working to fix what

is wrong in the world, no matter how farge that task is, and no matter the cost.

Sincerely, -

Andx%;/ % f@f ?/ f?/c?/




