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llinth llebraska Literature Festival 
Set for September I s, 16, and I 7 

0 n September I 5, I 6, and 17, Beatrice 
Public Library and Lincoln Ci~)' 

Libraries co-host the Nebraska Center 
for the Book's 2000 Nebraska Literature Festival. 
The theme of the Ninth Nebraska Literature 
Festival "Prairie Visions: Nebraska Authors and 
Their Art" reflects the artist in two realms-the 
written word and the visual image. 

Friday, September 15: At the Homestead ational 
Monument of America near Beatrice, State Poet 
Willi~un Kloefkorn conducts a writing workshop for 
Nebraska high school students. The prairie setting at 
the Homestead Natiunal Munumcnt is a unique visual 
image because the prairie is surrounded by devel-
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opment. The students' writings from 
this workshop will be assembled into 
a spiral-bound volume, and each 
student will receive a copy. High 
school students and their teachers arc 
encouraged to register soon because 
enrollment is limited to ninety. Contact 
Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice Public 
Library, 402-223-3584, for student 
registration information. There is a fee 
of $5 to cover the cost of lunch. SEPTEMBER 15, 2000 

The opening festivities begin on 
Friday evening in Lincoln at the 
Lincoln Station Great Hall in the 
Historic Haymarket. 'l\vo short 
programs feature Ricardo Garcia on 
The Art and Practice of Hispano 

High School Day: 
Homestead National Monument - Beatrice 

Evening Opening Events: 
Lincoln Station - Lincoln 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2000 
Programs: 

Cornhusker Hotel - Lincoln 
9:00 - 4:00 p.m. ~ Storytelling and a Celebration of 

For information call: 
Uncoln City Ubrarles, (402) 44 I ·8503 
or Beacrlce Public Ubrary, (402) 223·3584. 

Q Language, featuring Lora Black. These 
programs focus on recognizing some 
of the languages through which 

Nebraska literature and stories arc communicated to 
the world. The Mildred Bennett Award and the 
Nebraska Book Awards will be announced that 
evening. 

Saturday, September 16: Programs and panels arc 
held at the Cornhuskcr Hotel in Lincoln from 

9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. CDT with registration beginning 
at 8:30 A.M. Some programs feature Nebraska authors 
and illustrators such as Willa Cather, Loren Eiselcy, 
Wright Morris, Mari Sandoz, Bess Streeter Aldrich, 
and Ruth Roseknms Hoff1rnm. Other programs 
feature experiences of <lll author who recently moved 
to Nebraska; book design; Aaron Douglas as illus­
trator; ~md readings from Plains Song Review. 
Throughout the day eighteen different pocL<; ru1d 
prose authors perform short readings, concluding 
with State Poet Bill Kloefkorn. Lois Poppe will 
conduct a biographical writing workshop, "Your Life 
is a Story, Capture it in Writing" from 9: 15 A.M. to 
12: 15 P.M. in the Jane Pope Geske Heritage Room of 
Nebraska Authors at the Bennett Mattin Public 
Library. Pre- registration is required for this workshop 
and patticipation is limited to twenty. 

Saturday's activities also include a literat)' tour of 
Lincoln , "Classic Nebraska" from I :00-3:00 P.M. The 
tour departs from The Cornhuskcr Hotel. Pre- regis­
tration and a fee of $ I 0 are required. Contact Carol 
Connor at 402-44 1-85 10, e-mail : 
<Cjc@nmd.lcl .lib.ne.us> to pre-register. 

Sunday, September 17: Guided tours conclude 
the festival. 

Weldon Kees, a native of Beatrice, is best known 
as a poet but also wrote prose. I le was an artist, att 
critic, filmmaker, and photographer. "The Weldon 
Kees Tour'' in Beatrice visits sites related to Weldon 
Kees' life, <llld sites that arc related to his works. The 
tou r is conducted from I :30 to 4:30 P.M., leaving from 
the Gage County Historical Society Museum , 2nd & 
Court Streets, Beatrice. 

In Lincoln , the Archives and Special Collections at 
niversity of Nebraska-Lincoln (U - L) Love Libra1)' 

is open to the public from I :30 to 3:00 P.M., featuring 
exhibits and info rmation related to Nebraska authors. 
Love Libnu)' is located on the UN-L cmnpus at I .) th & 
R Streets. Lincoln. 

A tour of the Jane Pope Geske Heritage Room of 
Nebraska Authors is conducted from 2:30 to 3:.)0 l'.M . 

at the Bennett Martin Public Librat)', 14th & Streets 

continued on page 4 



Real People; Real Entertainment 
by Gerry Cox, 
ebraska Center 

for the Book 
Editor 

·'- ~(; 

A re you a jJeojJ/e 1mtcher.fi'OJn /011g ago? 

Or /Jm 1eyou rece11t(J ' become a /JeojJ/e 

u·atc/Jer/ !!ere are some t/Ji11gs goi11g 011 

that i11!'0/1 •e jJeojJ/e you can actual(J' meet: 
A Your famil\' can attend the Bess Strel'tl'r Aldrich 

Rl'membrancc Day on October I, bl'ginning with 
lunch and a program in the Elmwood Eleml'ntary 
School \\'here Carol Mill's Pctersl'n , Aldrich ·s 
hiographl'r, will appl'ar as Bess Streeter Aldrich. 
This \·car the Streeter Famil\' Association will hold . . 
a family rl'union in conjunction with 
lkml'mbrancl' Day. 

A Willa Cather's So11p, of !be lark has been turnl'd 
into a Mobil Masterpiece Thl'atrl' American 
Colll'ction production , premil'ring October I at 
2 P .• \I.. at the lkd Cloud High School Auditorium 
(to he broadcast later on PBS). Admission is frel' ' 

A Beatrice and Lincoln sharl' the Nebraska 
Litl'rature Fl'stival in Septl'mhcr. Students can 
attend thl' reading and writing exercises in 
Beatrice on Friday the 15th, with State Poet 
William Kloeflmrn as the featured guest for High 
School Da\' at Homestead National Monument. 
The next dav many authors will be reading and 
commenting on their work in Lincoln amid 
numerous activities related to hooks. 

A Valentine's theme for the annual Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering is "Old West Days,'' October 5 to 8. It 
features \'cbraskans I lo\\'ard Parker, Georgeann 

Sheets, and Paddy Whack who will explore the 
Irish-Scotch influence in poetry and song. 

ncllCBNews 

A Authors and illustrators Paul Zelinsky, Caroline 
Arno ld , Patricia Cal\'ert , and Denise Flcmin . .:!, will 
work with students and adults at the 201 111 Plum 
Creek Children's Litl'rac\' Festival , October 6 and -
at Concordia l 'niversit\' in Seward . Children attl'nd 
free of charge hut must pre-register for Friday, 
Childrl'n 's Day. Saturday is for secondary school 
students \\'ho will attend writing workshops free of 
charge and adults who may attend sectionals of 

their choice. 
A On Monday, October 16, teachers arc urged to 

use professional leave to meet Dr. Arthur 
Applebee at the annu;LI conference of the 
'ebraska English Language Arts Council (:'\El.AC) 

in Kearney. Applebee, a well-known author and 
researcher, explains the National Research Center 
for English Achievement work on use of English 
textbook series and other resources for i\ebraska 
students. 

A September 5- :iO the Ncihardt Center in Bancroft 
will exhibit Native American artwork from the 
collection of the fkd Cloud I leritage Center. A 
reception will be held Sunday, September I 0 at 
2:00 P.~1. with comments by Charles Trimble, 

Neihardt Foundation President. 

This list shows the richness of experiences 
a\\'aiting participants of these upcoming book-related 
programs. Make plans to attend those of interest to 

you and your family. The people you meet could give 
you new insights into the human condition and lead 

you to additional conferences, displays, and (most 
importantly) books to read. A 
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Nebraska Center for the Book 
Board and Committees 

By-Laws 

Publications/Publicity 
(;l'IT\' Cox- Committl'l' Chair 
Richard Alll'n . Olivl'r Pollak. 
Man Jo R1·an- staff 

Advertising 
l/Je .w:u .\'ell's can accl'pt up to fo ur 1/8 
pagl' ads for l'ach issue . Thl' ad1·l'rt ising 
rail' is ~ 12) for 1/8 page . . W,'8 .\'ell's i ~ 

issul'd Mal' I . August I ). and \ovl'mhcr 
I . Thl' adl'l'rtising and copl' deadlinl' is 
si\ ll'l'eks prior to issul' datl' . For dl'tails . 
contact ,\tan· Jo Rian . \l'hraska Cl'nter 
for thl' Book. Thl' Atrium, 1200 \ Strl'l'I, 
Suite 120. Lincoln , :\E 68)08-202:i : 
phone -102--1- 1-20-15 . 800-:\!l'-2(16') , 
l'-mail : < mjrl'an @neon .nlc. state. nl'. US>. 

Molli· Fishl'r- \ 'ice l'rl'sidl'nt/l'rl'sidl'n l 
Eil'ct : Kath l' rinl' Waltl'r. lll'l' Yost 

Funding/Membership 
Connil' Oshornl'--Committl'l' Chair 
john Butler. Moll\' Fishl'r. Mel Krutz . . 

NE l.iterature Festival 
Kathl'rin l' \X'altl'r- Committl'l' Chair. 
\CB l'rl'sidl'nt 
Jl'nY Kromhl'rg- :\CB Trl';L~Url' r 
Katin· Johnson . 
lll'l' Yost- \CB Past l'rl'sidl'n t 

Pr<1gr:uns/Projccts 
Joan Birni l'- Committl'e Chair. Lora 
Black. \'icki Clarke. Laurl'l'n lfa·dl'sel. 
. \ndre11 \X'l'rth l'im l'r 

Awards Art Coordinator 
Dl'nisc Brad1· 

\l'hraska Lihrar\' Commission Director 
Rod Wagnl'r is an l':O. officio memhl'r of 
all rnmmittel's. 

2000 Nebraska Center for the 
Bool< Board Meetings 
November 5. Annual Meeting 
(;l'rl' Branch l.ihran-. Lincoln 
2-·I 1•. 11.. Annual Ml'mhnship 

1\kl'ting/l'rogram 

+') I'. 11. . Board Ml'l'ting 
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Karl Shapiro I 9 I J-2 000 
by l>'ed Kooser, 

Nehf/Ji:,'ka Poet rl Sbopiro. olle q/the 1110s/ big/J(J' 
e/ebmted poets q//Jis gelleralioll. ll'illller 

·J.f !he 1'11/itzer alld /Jollillgell l'ri::::es. alld a 
111e111her qfT/Je ,\ 'a/iollal fllsli/11/e q/Arls alld 
Lei/er.~·. died ill ,\ 'e11 • l 'ork Ci~)' ill . 1/r~) ' <J,/ lbis yem: 

lie lived in Li ncoln and taught al the l 'niversity 
from 195() to I 96(1, and our unabashed I lusker boos­

terism would claim him as onl' of ours. But it \\'as 
only in one of his collections of poems, Tbe 
80111geois l'oe/ , and only in a fe\\' lines, that he \\'role 
specifically about i\ehraska, "Where travelers from 
California hitch al the hackmtrdnl'SS and \ew Yorkers 
step 011 the gas in a panic .. lie declared his affection 
in this way: .. , love i\m\·here \\·here thl' human brag is 

a brag of neither time nor place, I But an elephant 

house of Smithsonian bones and the \\'hill' cathedrals 
of grain , I The feeding-lots in the snow with the steers 
huddled in symmetrical misery, hacks to the sleel. I 
To beef us up in the Beef State plains, something to 
look al. .. 

What is the llebraska 
Center for the Book? 
The 1 ebraska Center for the Book brings together 
the state 's readers, writers, booksellers, librari~ms, 
publishers, printers, educators, and scholars to 
build the community of the book. We are the people 
who know <md love books, who value the richness 
they bring to our lives. Our ebraska Center 
suppo11s progran1s to celebrate and stimulate public 
interest in books, reading, and the written word. We 
have been an affiliate of the Library of Congress 
National Center for the Book since 1990. 

Join the Nebraska 
Center for the Book 

\ame ________________ _ 

Address ________________ _ 

Phone ________________ _ 

e-mail: ________________ _ 

''ll'llCBNews 

Karl Shapiro, center, with students in Nebraska 

nearly a half century ago. Left is Poet Ted Kooser. 
( lkpruttl·d \\Ith pt·nm ...... 11111 from Ni'jHll'/\ o/ l/r /h'tltb h\ l\:trl !-ih:tptro . puhh-.lwd h\ 

\l t:or1q111t1 Hoo~ ... of t.h.1pt •l l llJI. .1 di\1 ... 1011 of\\ ur~111 ; 111 l'uhh ... hmi.: I 

Karl Shapiro \\'as the most distinguished poet ever 
to take up residence in i\ebraska, <md we can be 
proud, in our :\owhere, " human brag," boosterish 
kind of \\·ay, that he honored us with his teaching and 
lecturing and \\'riling, if only for a few years, nearly a 

half century ago . ... 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 
By way of di(lping our toes in the water, the 

NCIJ Ne11•s has begun taking ads in a small way. 
We can publish only three or four ads per issue. 
'llte cost is $ 125 per 1/8 page. To place an ad in 
the next issue. contact Mary Jo Ryan, Nebraska 
<:enter for the Book. The Atrium. 1200 N Street. 
Suite 120. Lincoln. NF. 68508-2023: 402-47 1-
2045, 800-307-2665; e-mail: 
<mjryan@neon.nk.state.ne.us>. The deadline for 
the next issue is October 15. 

Nmne/address of a friend who might be 
interested in N<:B membership: 

__ SI) lndil'idual Membership 
__ Sl) Organizational Membership 
__ S)O Octa\·o Membership 
__ S I 00 Quarto Membership 
__ Sl )O Folio Membership 

Please send this form and a check to: 
Nebraska Center for the Book 
The Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Uncoln, NE 68508-2023. 
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1000 
Mebraska 
Li~erac:ure 

Fes~iwal 
Prairie Visions: 

Nebraska Authors 
and Their Art 

in Lincoln . The I leritage Room 
collection consists of I 1,000 volumes 
representing 5:-100 '.'\ebraska authors. 

Exhibitors: On Saturdav at the 
Cornhusker l lc>!d , hooksdlers and 
:\ehraska author organizations present 

displays and hooks for sale. 
Booksellers may participate hy 
contacting Carol Connor, Lincoln City 
Libraries, q()2-'-lq 1-8) I 0, e-mail: 

< cjc@rand.lcl.lih.ne.us> . 

Most events are 
open to the 

public and free 
of charge. 

Sponsorship: The Nebraska Literature Festival is 
sponsored and funded by the :\ebm-;ka Cemer for 
the Book and the Nebraska Humanities Council. 
Lincoln City Libraries and Beatrice Public Library 
are co-host ing the festival. 

Pre-registration 
is not required 

for most 
activities. 

lkgistration is free unless otherwise noted. • 

Palmer-Epard cabin at Homestead 
National Monument of America in 

Beatrice. 

:'"~'(;. 

Festival Schedule 
Prairie Visions: Nebraska Authors 

and Their Ari 

Friday, Sep•ember I S 
9:00 A.M. to High School Oay with 

3:00 P.M. State Poet \\'illhun Kloclkorn 
Homestead \ational ~tonument of :\meri ca. 
Beatri ce 
Open lO high school students. Part ic ipation 
limited to ')0. Pre-registration req uired. 
Fee: , ) per person 

6:30 to 9:00 P •. \t. Opening l' esti\'ities 
(;real llall. Lincoln Station . 
-th & P Streets. Linco ln 

7:00 to 7:-t5 1 •.~1. Progrmns 
Hicardo (;arcia. The Art & Practice of I lispano 

Ston1elling 

Lora Black. Celebration of Lmguage 

7:-t5 to 8:30 P.M. Awards 
,\lildrcd Bennelt . .\ward 
\ebraska Book Awards 

Sa•urday, Sep•ember I 6 
Cornhusker Hotel. 333 So. 13th Street. Lincoln 

9:00-9:50 A.)t . Author Progr~un 

.. From \\'here I Stand: lntcnlisci plinan 
Teaching of Place l ·sing 1.iteran Te \t: .Ill' 
1t11/1mir(· 
\\ilia Cather Pioneer Memorial 
Mellanee K1-.1snicka. Antoinette 'llirnquist. 
i\l:Lrjorie \\ 'atennan . (;r:uwille \\'elch 

Prog~un 

.. Designing Books .. 

Dika Eckersel1 

Readings 
'l\nla ll:msen 
Pat Pike 
(;reg l\os111icki 

9: 15 \.\I.- Workshop 
12: 15 P •. \I . ..lii11r l.i/£' is a St11rr- Cr1pl11re ii i11 

II ril i11g:· Biographirnl \\riling \\ orkshop 
l.c fr, Poppe 
Location : Jane Pope (;e,ke I lerilage 1{00111 of 

\ cbraska . \ uthor~ 

.)rd lloor. lle1111ett .\tart in Pu hli r l.ibran. 
1-ith & \ St> .. Lincoln 
Prc-regbtration required . 

I 0:00-10:50 \.\I. Author Progrmn 
· Throu~h thl' Ell's of lloroth1 Thom:L-;: .\ 
llifferl'r; t \ il'll ,;f Loren and ~1abel Eisele\' · 
Friemb of Loren Eisele1· 

Chri, lilll' Papp:L' 

Progrmn 
.. The .\ccidl'nt:d \ehm-;kan .. 

Mcghan D:nnn 

Readings 
Charles Fon 

\ :111c~ ~lcCleen 

Marilrn Dorf 
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11 :00- 11 :50 .1 . . 11. Author Prognun 
"\\ right :'>lorris 'Photo TL'\t' a lbrl' .\rt" 
I.one Trl'l' 1.i tl'rar\' Socil'll 
.\1 :111ha .\tc(;ah:m . .\ann .Johnson . I>orb (;ackl' 

Progrmn 
"\\'ilia Cathl'r and Quilts" 
I·\ drn llalll'r 

Readings 
llarhara Schmitt 
S1e1e Schneider 
~ Ian St ill ll'dl 

Noon- I :00 P •. 11. l.unch On Your Own 

I :00-1: 50 P. 11. Author Progrdln 
" 1/Je Cbris/111as <!/lbe l'bo11ogmjJb Necon/s" 
~ l ari Sandot Heri tage Societ1 
\'irgi nia Opocensk1 

Panel 
"The Plains Can Sing: l '/ai11s Song Nl'l'ietr 
\\ riters Read Thei r \\ orks" 

Readings 
Constance .\'il'rrin 
K:trl'n Schoemakl'r 
l ~tdene Randolph 

I :00 - 3:00 P .. 11. Activit)' 
"Literary 1.incol11 Tour: Classic \ L'h rask:t" 
School Bus departs fro m 
Corn husker I lotd 
Pre-registration requi red. 
Fl'L' s 10 

2:00-2:50 l'.)t . Author Prognun 
"TL'achi11g Bess Streeter .\ldrich" 
Bess Streeter Aldrich Fou11dation 
Fra11ces l{ei nehr 
Carol Miles Petersen 

l'rogrmn 
",\aron Douglas a11 d .\ L' hr:L, ka ·s 
Conn l'Clio11s to th l' I larll'lll 
lknaissa11cl' .. 
Stl'll' Shild1 

lkadings 
i{OI Schl'l'il' 
Charlenl' .\el' il 
~ large Saisl'r 

3:00-3:50 P. 11. Author Progr;un 

Readings 
"Readi 11gs of.John(; . \ l'ihanh \cco111p:mil'd ill 
(;ui tar" 
Johll 1;. \l'ihardt Fou 11 datio11 
I lilda \eihardt. lk:1di11g 
Rohin \ eihardt. (;uitar 

''"'llCBNews 
Progr;un 
"Pl'11cils. In k. and Stardust: The illustrations of 
\ebraska ·~ 01111 lfosekrans 1 loffman ·· 
Pat I.each 

Readings 
J.\'. Bru111 111d s 
Kell y Erlandson 
Bill Kloefkorn 

Sunday, September I 7 
I :.W- .1:00 1'. .11. Guided Tours 

l ni1l'rsit1 of \ebr:L,ka-l.incol11 .\rchill'S and 
Special Colleuions 
E\hihits and Information rdatl'd to .\ L'hr:L,ka 
.\uthors 
~kl't at I.me 1.ihran. Uth & I{ Sts .. Room 20l). 
l.incoln 

I :.)0-t:30 l'.M. Weldon Kees 'four 
,\ll'L'l at (;age Cou1111 I listorical Societ1 
Musl'll lll . 2nd & Cou rt Sts .. lleatricl' 

2:30-.k)O l'.)t . Jane Po1>e Geske Heritage Room of 
Nebrm;ka Authors 
Meet at lkn nl'tt Martin l'uhlic 1.ihrarl'. 
I '-Ith & \ Sts .. .) rd Floor. l.inrnln 

Big bluestem and goldenrod on the 

restored tall grass prairie at 

Homestead National Monument of 

America in Beatrice. 
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l'he Reader and The Listener 
by Oliver B. 

Pollak 

Department of 
History, University 

of Nebraska at 
Omaha 

W u•ere i11.fackson. 1Vyo111i11gf<H a 
mjere11ce a11d to t•isit high school 
td collegeji·ie11d\ji"0111 I he si.\·/ ies. 

As ll'e 11ear our sixties. Ibey are still.Ji·ie11d\· 
de.\jJile 111ultiple remarriages. fl u•as !be lo11gesl 
car ride tl'e bad lake11 i11 years. 

Between a very comfortable car and Advi l or 
'l)'lenol every four to six hours, \\·e emerged not too 
stiff. CDs replaced the sparse radio stati ons through 
Wyoming and western \ehraska. Country music has 
pushed off evangelical and gospel , and AM radio 
appears to have ceased to exist. Our friends , a lawyer 
and psychologist , suggested listening to a tape, J'be 
Neader hy Bernard Schlink. 

A friend \\·ho has commuted dailv from Omaha to 
Lincoln for thirtv years swears hv hooks on tape. I 
"pooh-poohed" the idea. Li stening rather than 
reading, ··oh really .. What about literary nuance and 
abridgment' What a cheap \\'a\· to read. My anti -tech­
nology Luddite gene flared up. Wel l, \\·e listened for 
four and one-half hours, about :)60 miles , with a 
break at a Torrington motel. The novelty of the expe­
rience and the novel provoked reactions. 

In The Reader, llanna is a nineteen-year-old 
diligent worker in 1959 at Siemens. She is offered a 
promotion , but instead enters the SS as a concen­
tration camp prison guard. At the camp she selects 
the weakest Jewish women and they read to her at 
night in the last month of their lives . After the \\'ar she 

works for a bus company as a cond uctor. In her early 
thirties she has an affair with a fifteen-year-old boy 
\\·ho reads lo her before lm·emaking. She is a good 
bus employee, hut disappears when offered a 
promotion to driver. I lanna is later placed on tri al for 
\\·ar crimes, admits to \\'riling the report that sent 
Jewish women to their deaths, and receives a life 
sentence. I lanna learns how to read and \\'rite while 
in prison and is paroled after serving eighteen years. 

, l/cG'1~ff~J <\· Neade1: tbe Week(J ' Neader, and e\'cn 
the l '/11e Neader have not raised as much discussion 
as The Neader. Mv wife and I divided on emotional 
and intellectual issues. Was I lanna a brutal manipu­
lator and child abuser or a hapless victim of illit ­
eracy' Was a life sentence appropriate under the 
ci rcumstances' Docs illiteracy in a literate society 
suggest an inadequate person:Llity' 

The author, Bernard Schlink, horn in 19+-1, is a 
professor of law at the Llni versity of Berlin . llis two 
hundred-page book has been faithfully reproduced 
on tape. What arc the risks of listening to tapes' The 
distraction and mcsmerization arc less insidious than 
a cell phone. i\n economist fri end of mine says he has 
been listening to tapes for years. I lis son falls asleep 
on the hack seat. llis wife accedes to his choices, hut 
she dre\\' the line al ti 13riefllistm:r q/1'ime hy 
Stephen W I lawking. This is a turning point in our 
lives. We are hooked on tapes and have another 
reason to go to the library. Friends don ·1 let friends 
driw without a tape. • 

Literary Scene in Scottsbluff 
by Karon Harvey 

>"~(' 

s.ollsblujfis i11deedjortu11ale to hm•e a 
jlou rishing Ii term:)' coJJ11111111 i ~) '. lhere are 

et•eral act iL 'e readi11g and book 
discussio11 clubs in Scollsbluj/ and these groups 
are rli1 1erse enougb lo appeal lo all lilerm:r 
tastes. 

In addition. there arc more than thirty individuals 
who either belong to local writers groups or publish 
individually. Although there are several reading and 
book discussion groups in the Scottsbluff area , the 
Literary Reading Group, which meets once a 
month at the Scottsbluff Public 1.ihrary. is rather 
unique. Founded hy Mary Lou Kline as part of her 
maste1"s thesis project in I ()97 and as part of her 
employment as FRO:'\TIER 55 coordinator at First 

\ational Bank, this group has now grown to thirtv 
mem bers. Led by Nancy Escamilla, Scottsbluff Public 
1.ihrary, and Diane Downer, Gering Public Library, the 
members read one hook a month and take turns 
leading hook discussions. The discussions focus on 
relating each hook to life issues as experienced by the 
members and on en hanci ng discussions through 
guest speakers and visual displays. Other popular 
hook discussion groups concentrate only on the 
cl:L'>sics , on Oprah ·s hook club favorites , best sellers. 
or old favorit es. More than six discussion groups 
meet regularly. 

ScottsbluH's Centennial 2000 is in full swing, 
and as residents celebrate, it is certainly appropriate 
to celebrate Scottsbluff\ rich literarv heritage. Susan 
Selvey. a published author and the Director of the 
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Scottsbluff 
Literary Reading 

Group Facilitators 
(I. to r.) Mary Lou 

Kline, Diane 
Downer, and 

Nancy Escamilla. 

'""llCBNews 
Literary Scene in Scottsbluff co11ti1111ed. .. 

West \ebraska Arts Center, \\'rote the official 

Centennial .WOO play \\'ith the assistance of Peter 
M;L-;sey. The play. lhroul~b I fer t) ·es, is a musical 
paying tribute to families and ethnic groups that 
contributed so much to the valley. Jane Barbour 
lfamsey, author of ,\ 'ortb !'la/le l 'al!ey Tales, recently 

published Scollsblujj.' 1900-2000. fro/11/io11 <!fa 
Ci~J', a 12(1-page 
historv of 

Scottsbluff \\'ritten 
in honor of the 
Centennial. 

Several 
authors have 

\\'ritten historical 
fiction and 
nonfiction 
histories tied to 

the storv of the 
Germans from 
l~ussia \\'ho sett led 
in this valley. 
Before his death , 
Calvin Nuss, a 

Scottsbluff geologist and restaurateur, \\'rote Co1111/1y 

/311mpki11s. Her G'o/de11 Door; a ,Vot •e/ <?/!he l 'o(r.:a 
G'er111a11s IVbo Fol/011 •ed 'J'beir Dreams lo America. 

and /lle111ories- H11111or q/a Second G'e11eml io11 

l 'o(r.:a America11: A frihute To llt·o Seco11d 

Ce11emlio11 Vo(r.:a America11s: jolm1~) ' Hopp A11d 

(,'e01;r.:e Sauer. Mary Gerhard Dickinson , a ret ired 

Scottsbluff teacher, wrote the story of the Gerhard 
family immigrating to the l lnited States and to the 
\lorth Platte Valley in her hook, /111111 (r.:rm11s · Dream . 

The l.iterarv Al1s Committee of the West \ehraska 

Arts Center published N<!fleclio11s mtd Percep!imts: 

Stories a11d l'oems ( 1989), IVbi.,jJers.fiw11 !be 

lfear!la11d: Stories a11d Poems ( 1990) , and Dmtces 

IVi!b 1i;rnds ( 19()2 ) . The group moved to Western 
'.\iehraska Community College (W:'\CC) and adopted a 

new name, the Writers' Round Table. Students, 
faculty members, and community \\'riters are welcome 
to join the Hound Table, which meets at the co llege 
t\\'i ce a month during the school year. This group 
\\'orked closely with the Scottsbluff Publi c Library staff 
to present "An Evening of Pol'lry" for the communit\· 

last spring. Local poets read their original \\'orks in a 
coffeehouse atmosphere. They included .Janet Crm·en. 
I.aura I lill. Mar\' .Jackson Krauter, Megan Bertelsen, 
Tom .J. Glasco. and Coyd \X'alker. f;'me1gi11g I ()ices, 

Western \ehraska Commun ity College's literary and 
art journal, is published annuall\'. It features fiction , 

nonfiction , essays, and poetr\'. The I l)l)9 edition \\'On 

two literary a\\'ards for poetry and nonfiction entries 
from the Rocky Mountain Collegiate Media 
Association . 

Several Scottsbluff natives and " transplants" ha\'e 
contributed to the valley's (and to the state's ) rich 

literary heritage. Larry Alkire. an instructor at \V\CC, 
has published both prose and poetry. 'l\rn \\'orks are 
forthcoming. " In the Way of the Father" \\'ill appear in 
!he Se11rn1ee Ne1 1ie11 · and " Ducks Upon a Pond" in 
,\ 'or/bem L(r.:bts. Merrill .I . Mattes, superintendent of 
Scotts Bluff \ational Monument for eleven years, 
\\'rote The (,'real !'/a/le Nit •er Noad. l'\ancy Mayhorn 
Peterson published three well -received hooks that 
focus on the earlv life along the Platte l{i\'er and the 

Missouri l{iver, /'eo/J!e r!/lhe ,l/0011sbell. PeojJ/e <!/ 

froubled 111/'tlers. and People <!f the Old , lliss111y. 

Robert G. Simmons, Jr. \\'rote Net •ersed: the A mold 

A.ffr1ir, an account of Scotts Bluff County's first murder 
trial and 011e <!/Our Drit •ers Is ,l/issi11g: !be Bm111er 

Co111t~J ' il!urder , recounting the story of a 1957 
murder. Treva Adams Strnit, ,,·ho celebrated her 

ninety-first birthday this .June, \\Tote ,l/iss Adams. 

Co1ml 1y 'f'eacber: , l!emories/im11 a 011e-Noo111 

Sc/Joo/ and 7/Je !'rice o/Free la1td. Huth Raymond 
Thone, a Scottsbluff nati\T and former First I.ad\· of 
.'lehm-;ka. published Fa!, a Fate IV01:,·e 7/Jmt Dealb. 

~i;rn1te1t a11d A/~i1tg , and Bei11g lfome, a collection of 
descriptive essays. Coyd Walker published IZ1e Nea/m 

lllhere Opposites ,I/eel and 162, an autobiographical 

account of driving a cab in Denver and providing bus 
service on the Denver Coach het\\'een Scottsbluff and 
Colorado. John Warning published m'fl' 011 /'be 

/'/ai1ts , an e\cerpt of which appeared in 
.\ 'El:JN,-ISM.!a1td magazine. Linell Wohlers, an occupa­
tional therapist , has sold t\\'ent\·-nine short sto ri es and 

plays to children\ magazines and anthologies since 
1985. 

Many of the publications mentioned in this article 
may be purchased from Copperfield's Bookstore in 
Scottsbluff, from the :\ehraska Package, or the 
l 'niversi t\' of \ ehraska Press. Thev ma\ also he . . . 

obtained through Interlibrary Loan from libraries 

across \ ehraska. • 

Karo1t !fan •ey sen •ed 011 !be .\'ehmska !Jhmrr 

Commission ( 19H6- 19H9) a1td 011 !be Scollsh!t(//' 

!'uh/ic Librmy !Joan/ ( 197-i- 19H6 (fl{(/ 1990 lo the 

present). She bas hee11 mt Eit/~!ish l eache1: a lih1Ytrl ' 

m edia ·'/Jecialisl. a1td mt ar(j1111ctff1rnl~J ' member 

al Cbadrrm Stale College a11d IH:'slem .\ 'ehmska 

Com111111ti~J ' College. 

/Jage • 



Review: The Library of Congress: 

Prepared by 
t/Je Library of 

Congress 
Publishing 

Office, 

Edited by 
Margaret£. 

Wagner, with 
Blaine 

Marshall, 
author and 

picture editor 
San.Francisco: 
Pomegranate, 

2000, hardcover, 
ISBN 0-7649-

1262-3 

Reviewed by 
Gerry Cox 

An Architectural Alphabet 
Alphabet books are considered suitable for 

ch ildren , a \\'ay for parents to teach the alphabet to 
toddlers. But \mil until you see this book that is 

designed for people of all ages' 
You \\'ill marvel at the \\'ondrous details in the 

Thomas .J efferson Building of the 1.ihrary of 

Congress- details such as the cover photograph of 
the sculpted, gilded rosettes in the sunken panels of 
the ceiling in the Pavilion of the Discoverers. 111 this 
hook of beautiful photographs, each letter of the 
alphabet has rwo pages. Text is sho\\'n \\'ith its illumi ­

nated letter on one and a full -page photograph of an 
architectural detail illustrating the letter is sho\\'11 on 
the facing page. The text and photo for the letter V is 
captivating for book lovers . The photo illustrates the 
vault: the cei l ing vaults in the South Corridor. '.':ames 
of twenty lyric poets appear in mosaic tile , and 
paintings illustrate scenes from poems hy Milton , 
Shakespeare, Keats, Wordsworth , Tennyson , and 

Emerson. The illuminated letter on each text page 
comes from a different source, from fourteenth 

century parchment to a 1994 reprint of a 197'-l 
Broadside po11folio. You may \\'O!lder if this is 
suitable for toddlers. It may be if it is read to them. 
Reading a hook like this to children \\'ill appml to 
their enjoyment of \\'ord sounds and of designs and 
colors in the photos. 

Other architectur;d alphabet hooks ctn contrast 

with the opulence of the .Jefferson Building and help 
adults and children become a\\'are of the need for 
historic preservation. 1lrcbilecls .llake Zi_~::ags 
( Preservation Press, (!)86) by Diane Maddex and 

Hoxie Munro depicts architectural terms in black and 

\\'hite dnl\\"ings. some \\'ith \\'himsical appeal. Another. 
designed without text. is Stephen .Joh11son 's Alphabet 
Ci~) ' (Vi king, 1995) . lie painted the letters he sa\\' 

(from 7be libmr1· of Congress: All Arc/Jitec/11mfrlffibabel. 
1111/Jlisbed f~I' l'omegm11a/e (.'01111111111irnlio11s. Co/1rr(~bt f>2000 br 

the librm:r o/Cr111gress. I '.lw/ b1· fiermissio11.) 

whi le w;dking along a city street. A fourth book for 
readers fascinated by architecture is Arc/Jobe/: 011 

Arcbilec/11ral Alphabet by Balthazar Korab (The 

Preservation Press, 1985) , which uses black and 
white photographs with appropriate quotations. The 
most unusu;d example of architectur;d alphabet 
hool s comes from the eighteenth celllu ry. 
Arcbilec/11ral Alphabet 1773 (Merrion Press, 1972 ), 
a facsimile of the original \\'ork by Joha1111 David 
Stei11gruher. II is definitely not produced for children , 
but may be intriguing to many. I le designed elaborate 
three-ston· buildings (which \\'ere never built) in the 
shapes of the letters of the ;dphabet. 

The Library of Congress hook is the most spec­
tacular of alphabet books b;L-;ed 011 architecture, and 

in addition to the archi tecture, provides classical, 
geographic, literary, and visual art references- a 
classic ed ucation sampler in one short book. ..&. 

Stamp Cancellation Celebrates Libraries 
111 honor of the Bicentennial of the Library of 

Congress, Hastings College Perkins Library, in coop­
eration \\'ith the Republican Valley Library System and 
the l 'nited States Postal Service, recently held a 

Special Second Day Issue Envelope and Cancellation 
ceremony. Nebraska 1.ihrary Commission Director 
Hod Wagner ( right ) displays the framed l.ibra1y of 
Congress Bicentennial Second Day Issue Envelope, 
which featured pictures of I lastings College Perkins 
1.ihrary and I lastings Public 1.ihrary, and a sheet of 

special 1.ihrary of 
Congress Bicentennial 
stamps. Thanks to the 
Nebraska 1.ihrary 
Commission for funding 
;L-;sistance. 
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11"'llCBNews 

Review: America's Library, The Story of the 
Library of Congress, 1800-2000 

by James 
Conaway, New 

Haven: Yak 
University Press, 

in association 
with the Librar.JI of 

Congress, 2000, 
hardcover, ISBN 0-

300-08308-4. 

Reviewed by 
Oliver B. Pollak 

This well-illustrated history traces the growth of 
the library over the last 200 years. The Library of 
Congress, originally founded in 1800, was destroyed 
by the British in 18 14. Another fire in 1851 destroyed 
thirty-five thousand volumes, including two-thirds of 
the books acquired from Thomas Jefferson in 18 15. 
AIJ thirteen Librarians of Congress have been men 
;md only one was a professional librarian . They have 
frequently been at the center of political , profes­
sional , and cultural controversy. 

Access and technolot,>y have been lilmuy touch­
stones. Jefferson felt that no subject lay outside the 
potential interest of the people's elected representa­
tives . This service has been extended lo all 
Americans. In the late 1960s the first volumes of The 

National Union Catalog: Pre- 1956 lmjJrinls 

appeared, making the Lilmuy more accessible. The 

lnlernet World Wide Web has further democratized 
the world 's largest libnuy, ~L'i its holdings can now be 
identified in local libraries, homes, and offices. This 
volume is a starting place to learn about the holdings 
and magnificent architecture of the Library of 
Congress. 

(From 

America's 
1.i/Jrmy: Tbe 
.1°/0IJ' oft/Je 
1.i/Jmrr1if 
Congress. 
/R(){)-20110 

hi James 
Conawa~: 

puhlishe<l by 

•\111l.·rica·, 
I ihr.uy 

Yale l 'nil'crsi11· Pres,. Copwiglll © !0000 hy 1hc l.ibrnry of Congress. 
L"sc<l hi' pcnn is.,ion.) 

Review: The Man Who Ate the 7 4 7 

by Ben 
Sherwood 

The Bantam Dell 
Publishing Group, 

August 2000, 
hardcover, ISBN 0-

553-80182-1. 
Reviewed by 

Linda Hillegass, 
Owner, Lee 

Booksellers, 
Lincoln 

(Reprinted with permission 
from "n1c Man Who Ale the 
747 b1• &m Sberuoo<i, 
pubtiS/Jed by tbe Bantam Dell 
Publishing Group, a di11ision 
of Ra11do111 House. Inc. 

J.J. Smith is just a regular guy, but he's got himself 
one extraordinary job. He's Keeper of the Records for 
The Book qf Necords. ll is li fe is spent mostly on the 
road chasing down the biggest, longest, taJlest, 
smallest phenomena to add to Tbe Book (a thinly 
disguised G'11i1111ess Book qfNecords). From Sri 
Lanka to the Soviet Republic of Georgia, from ew 
York to Paris to the Taj MahaJ , he's been everywhere, 
seen eve1ything. It 's the only job he's ever had, only 
one he ever wanted; but now his boss says he hasn't 
contributed anything reaJly big in too long. He 'll have 
to come up with something spectacular, or dust off 
his resume. 

Things arc looking bleak. Then there it is : An 
anonymous letter suggesting something huge. Out on 
the prairie, in Superior, Nebraska, there's a man 
who ·s eating a jumbo jct. J .J. is skeptical until he 
finds a news item about a big plane, on its final fli ght 
to the junkyard, forced down by weather on a farm 
outside Superior. Pilot and crew walked away, but 
there's no mention of what happened to the plane. 
J.J . feels the excitement. His intuition kicks in . This is 
it. I le packs his bag and heads for Superior. 
Meanwhile, in Superior, farmer WaJly Chubb is 
attempting to get the attention of Willa Wyatt and 
prove his lifelong love by using a specially built super 
grinder to reduce portions of the pltme to powder 
that can he stirred into his food and eaten. Willa 

thinks she can deter him by refusing to react and the 
good folks of Superior arc going on about their 
bu.> iness without comment. Onlo this scene walks J..J. 
Smith , and a ve1y personal matter suddenly becomes 
ve1y big news. 

Author Ben Sherwood does in-depth television 
reporting and special series as a Senior Producer of 
The NBC Nighl(.J' Neu•s ll'ilh Tom Brokau >. Sherwood 
says his mother was born and raised in Omaha. "Her 
fi rst real memory is of Memorial Stadium, 
Corn husker football, ;md hot dogs." Though she 
moved to California at age eleven, Sherwood reports 
that he ··grew up watching the Cornhuskcrs on 1ew 
Year's Day." Over the years , Sherwood h;L'i worked on 
severaJ stories in Ncbrm;ka. Apparently, he managed 
to pick up the flavor of the state, because he portrays 
small town Nebraska without condescending or 
lapsing in to stereotype or caricature. Superior shines 
through. Sherwood's light hand with a pen gives the 
story an understated charm. When J .J. falls hard for 
Willa, when Wi lla reluctantly returns the sentiment, 
when Wally yearns for one he cannot have, when the 
town pitches in , you will cheer for them all. 

Author Ben Sherwood will be at Lee Booksellers· 
Edgewood Center store, 56th & Highway 2, in Lincoln 
for a reading and sign ing at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
September 16. Call 402-420-19 19 or toll -free: 888-
665-0999 for details. .A. 
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The Telephone Book and llames 
by OliverB. 

Pollak ((re 1etepho11e book botrt(1· a11s11'ers as 
the other book qf books. a site 
tl'hich regislen all the 11a111es <!f 

his/01_')'. (f rm(J ' lo alle11d the r~/i1sal qfthe proper 
11a111e . .. ,,., 

··A good name, .. according to Ecclesiastes (VII : I) , 
··is better than precious ointment. .. Felix Frankfurter. 

on graduation from I larvard La\\' School. declined to 
Americanize his name lest it be a detriment to his 
career. My father \\'as horn Vilhelm in Vienna. I le and 

mother had the middle names Israel and Sarah 
imposed by I l itler during the thirties. Dad became 
Vilem to the Czechs, I l illcl in Palestine, William and 
Willie in England. My refugee parents named me 
Oliver, perhaps because regicide Oliver Crom\\'cll is 
also credited for allo\\'ing .Je,,·s to return to England in 

1657, after being expelled in 1290 by King Ed\\'ard I. 
Arri,·ing in America in 195:), declining to change our 

name to Pollard, Dad became just plain Bill Pollak. 
The various spelling permutations involving a, c, o 

and one I hardly compares to the Zulu leader 
Mzilikazi for \\'hich the Guinness Book of lkcords 

reports more than one hundred and twenty different 
spellings. Students see my name in the class schedule, 
syllabus, and exams. as \\'ell <L'\ on the hlacl hoard and 
door. They continue to misspell it forty percent of the 
time, as do wedding i11\'itations and charitable solici ­
tations. Mother gave me a T-shirt \\'ith multiple 

spellings of Pollak. 1\ity name has been misspelled in 

re,·ie,,·s of my first 
hook in 19~9 ; a 

1981 a\\'ard from the 
l 'niversit\' of 
\ehraska lkgents; 

page proob \\'ith 
correct spelling 
followed by publica­

tions with 
misspelling; the June 
21 , 1999, front page 
of l 'SA Today; and 
most recent ly, one of 
Ill\' monthlv columns . . 
spelled my name 
three different \\'avs. 
I lowever, I will gladly 
negotiate checks with 
any variation of my 
last name. ... 

'''Avita! lfoncll , 1he 
Telepbo11e Book: 

(Rl'prinll'd with permission from the 
TelejJ/Jo11e /3ook: Tedmolog_I'. 

Sc/Ji::o/1/Jre11ia. /;'/ectro11ic Speech. h~ 
,\\·ital Ronell. published ll\ the 

l ni\l' r~ it\· of \ ebr;L~ka Press. 198'). 
papl'rhack. ISB\ 0-80.12-:\958-5.). 

Teclmology. Schiz ophre11ia. Electric Speech. Lincoln: 
l 'niversity of :\ehraska Press, 1989. ( Richard 
Eckersley, also of the l lniversity of Nebraska Press, 
designed this imaginative and provocative hook. The 
l{oyal Society for the encouragement of Arts , 
Manufactures and Commerce recently granted him 
the title Royal Designer for lndust1y) ... 

Center for the Book Director John Cole Honored 
John Y. Cole, director of the Center for the Book 

in the Library of Congress, received the 2000 

Lippincott A\\'ard. \\'hich recognizes distinguished 
service to the profession of librarianship. The a\\'ard 
recogni zes him as .. . . . a librarian ;u1d historian . . . for 

his distinguished service as the founding director and 

driving force behind the Center for the 
Boole .. I which I has gro\\'n into an office of national 
and international importance... ... 

Heri-eaae Room llamed for Jane Geske 
The I leritage lfoo111 of \ebraska Authors at 

Lincoln 's Bennett Martin Public Lihrar\' has been 

renamed to honor Jane Pope Geske, Library 
Commission Director from 19(19- 197 1 and 197:)-

1976. (;eske \\'as a founding member and early pres­
ident of the .\ebraska Literary Heritage Association , as 
\\'ell :L'\ a founding member of the \elmL-;ka Center for 
the Book and of Fril'nds of the l 'niversit\' of \ehraska 

Libraries. She also 
ser\'ed as president of 
the :\chraska Library 
Association and the 
i\ehraska Arts Council. ... 
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""'llCBNews 

Bibliofile: Featuring Robert S. Runyon, 

by Dick Allen 

Dean Emeritus, University Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Q. What first got you interested in 
librarianship? 
A. As a student at Wesleyan l lniversit\· (CT) 

worked part-t ime in the Olin Library to earn spending 
llloncy. Despite the routine nature of m\· work, I 
experienced a sense of ad\'cnture in being there. On 
reflection , I believe I had an a\\'C or special 
attachment to books and the printed word . Books 

seemed the lllost accessible personal pathway to 
learning. escape, and accomplishment. My 
feelings about hooks and reading \\'Ct"l' \\ ell 
described in a marvelous little book by Svrn 
Birkcrts , en titled lZ1e (,'11/e11be1g t '/egies: 1/Je 
Fate <fNeadi11g i11 mt Elecl ro11ic Age. 

Q. Now that you are retiring, Bob, what do 
you consider the most satisfying 
experience of your library career? 
A. I have served in libraries on three different 

campuses during the past thirty-four years . My 
interests gradually evolved from working directly 
with hooks to hiring people and shaping organi­
zations that provide books for others. My most 
rewarding experiences have been those in wh ich 

it was possible to contribute to greater effectiveness 
and efficiency in those lihrarv organizations. The 
greatest satisfaction calllc from getting things done 
through others. often people with talents and skills 
greater than my O\\'n, hut \\·ho shared the same belief 
in the importance of what \\'l' were doing. The 
greatest joy is to observe people you have hired and 
worked with go on to jobs and accomplishments that 
exceed your own. 

Q. How and to what degree has technolot-,')' 
changed the role of libraries today? 
A. Through the influence of lllY stepfather. I 

dc\'eloped a \'Outhful interest in engineering and tech­
nology. When I \\·as starting my library career in the 
mid '60s, it seemed apparent that data processing, 
first with punch cards and later with lllainframc 
COlllputcrs, offered important new techniques for 
pcrforllling library tasks. I felt confident that one 
cou ld build a solid career foundation on the appli ­
cation of S\'Stcms anah·sis and the use of these tools in . . 
librari es. I have since watched colllputcrs evolve and 
hccolllc. along with net\\'!>rking and communications 
technology, fu lly integrated into acadclllic and other 
library operations and scr\'iccs. The successive 
growth of such powerful tools and techniques offers 
future challenges and opportunit ies that I helic,·c arc 
beyond all future reckoning. 

I think that libraries, because they arc about 
people as well as hooks (and all other forms of in for­
mation ). ,,·ill al\\'m·s be around. Libraries arc more 
than ,,·archouscs for hooks. They arc open 

door\\'ays to the past , as well as to the prcsrnt and to 
the future. They arc places of meeting. sharing. 
discussing, finding. learning. and growing. While 
hooks and other information content containers \\'ill 
change, the essential functions of the library must 
con tinue in order to sustain society and scholarship. 
as we kno\\' ii. 

Q. tooking at ··the book'" as a statement or 
symbol , what does it conjure up? 
A. The hook used to he a static, stable. and 

constant thing. Nm\· it is solllething very dynalll ic and 
in process. Textual delivery mechanisllls arc e\'olving 
in many directions from hypertext to the electronic 
hook. Methods of displaying and deli\'ering text. 
graphics, and other information have alreaLh' crnh·ed 
far hc\'ond the cellulose and ink artifacts that dollli ­
natcd librarians· attention during most of Illy adult 
life. The hook will not disappear. hut increasing!\· 
digital and electronic surrogates that offer other 
advantages of convenience. quality. and cost \\'ill 
displace its format and role . 

Q. How have books influenced you as a 
person? 
t\. As indicated aho\'e, hooks ha\'c always 

occupied a special place in lllY personal schcllle of 
things. That place has also been an alllbiguous one, 
ho\\'cvcr, for while books can offer great fun and 
entertainment. they can also he quite intimidating. 
" Of lllaking lllany hooks there is no rnd. ·· 

In one sense, they arc like tilllc capsu les or 
compressed units of future ti Ille that rclllain ah,·ays 
hcvond one's reach. One can ne,·er read all the 
hooks, or as many books, as one \\'otild like. Thus. 
there is a cotll inuous issue of selection and priority 
setting, in order to spend one's a\'ailable time on the 
hooks that \\'ill reap the greatest personal benefits. 
Often this reaching, expressed as the buying or 
storing of lllany books and other printed lllatter. I 
find exceeds my grasp. 

Q. What role will books play in your 
retirement future? 
A. Books have al\\'m·s been 111\· constant . . 

companions. With more tillle on Illy hands. this \\·ill 
increase in the future. I \\·ill also atte111pt to lllap out a 
more systclllat ic reading plan. and to spend more 
time \\'!Jrking dmrn the reading list. all the \\'hi le 
trying to better relate \\'hat I read to cn·1~1hi11g else I 
do, whether it be gra11dparcnti11g, tr;l\'l'i. rnlu11tel'r 
work in literacy instruction , gardl'ning, l{otat\' 
committee work. Toastmastl'rs. etc. 

Send comments or reactions \'ia e-mail to 
< rull\'On @unomaha.edu > . 
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THE NEBRASKA 
CENTER FOR 
THE BOOK 

" 

nll n(/ilintc 1ft/Jc l.ilnm1• 1f C:m~wtss 

do Nebraska Library Commission 
The Atrium 
1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508-2023 
34-00-00 

\ali\l' Aml·rica n Art E~hihit. J41h11 li . \ l'ihardt humdattclll 
Co111:1n: .John \ tih:mh Ct·mt.·r. ~XS- ---- 1(M1- . <ntih:tnh(n ~prom llt'I > 

\ l.'hraska l.i tl·r.nun.· Ft·sth al l>a~ for Stmknt" . 
Conl:ll'I l.;111rt•t•11 Hit:dt•,d . 101 12 _.; ;ViH 1. <l rit:dt·,t·i (a lwatnn· lih llt' II ' > 

\ cbr:t.,.ka Utcrallln: 1-·t.'sthal . 
Co!ll:Kt ( ~trnl J. Connor. 10.! 11l -X) I0 . < lllfe, t.!OIHl (o al\u·I nt·t > 

Book Signing amt Kt:ading. lkn Sht· rnornl. author of I bt• \ /1111 It bo . lie //w - , ­
Contat:l. Lt·t• Hook~dlt· 1"' Edgt'\\ood. 10 1 --120- 1\J llJ . 1-:XX (1fri -lt\JlJlJ 

Paul A. Olson Stminar . .Jobn II 1111de1: .ftH.' Stt1rila. flllfl l 'der l/aslwnld u11 Six- \ /(111 

Fuothal/: rt (,"real l '/(f fJIS 1.t:l!fl(I ' 
Cont:trl t ;rt·at 1'1:1111' Stmlll''· 102- ,- .!, ._)OXl 

lkss Strn·tt:r Alclrich Rt·mcmhrann.· Ua). Ht·" Slrl't.'h'J' \hlnd1 llt 111 ' t' arnl \1lN·um 
t:arol \Ji l<'.' /1c•/t'l '.W'll mul llJt • \Jn•c•/er /11111i(rNe11111m1 
Cont:trl Lorn k.l·ntm·r. 111 .! ~)(> 1·5X1i . <l ht•Jllnt•r(n allll'l m·t > 
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