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Tenth llebraska Literature Festival Set for 
September 2 1-2 2 at Peru State Colle9e 

0 n September 21 and 22, Peru State 
College will host the Nebraska Center 
for the Books 200 I Nebraska 

literature Festival. 
The tenth 1ebraska Literature Festival will focus 

on living writers, with the 
theme, ' 'The Writing Life." The 

two-day festival will provide 
activities for students ~md 
adults. Registration is free for 
all readings and panels. 

Friday, September 2 I : 
Groups of authors reading indi ­
vidually, and panels of authors 
talking about why they write, 
how they write, and why they 

choose particular genres will be 
presented. 

Saturday, September 22: Authors will read ;md 
panels of authors will discuss why they write, how 
they write, ;md why they choose particular genres. 

The evening will feature a fiddlers' contest, cookout , 
open mike poetry reading, and street dance in the 
historic, brick-paved downtown of Peru. 

Booksellers and Nebraska 
author orgru1izations will 

present displays ;md books for 
sale at a Festival Book Fair. 
Book Fair particip£mts include 
Aldric:-. i i\,use, Glad.; Star 

Press, Friends of Loren Eiseley, 
Logan House Press, Mari 
Sandoz Heritage Society, 

ebra-;ka Book Arts Center, and 
john Neihardt Center. To 
register to participate in the 
Book Fair contact Dr. Andrew 
Elkins, Dean , Arts ru1d 

Sciences, Peru State College, 
Box 10, Peru, NE 6842 1-0010, 
402-872-2237, e-mail: 
<aclkins@oakmail .peru.edu> . 

The Friday evening testi ­
monial dinner honoring Bill 
Kloetkorn ;md Don Welch 
for their enormous contribu­
tions to Nebraska's litera1y 
heritage will be the central 
event of the Festival. Governor 
Mike Johanns ru1d First Lady 
Stephanie Johanns will 
participate in the event, held at 

Peru State College Campus 

Major funding for the 
Festiv;~ is provided by the 

1ebnL-;ka Center for the Book, 
;u1 affiliate of the Center for the 

Book at the Libra1y of Congress, 
7:00 P.M. at the Steinhart Lodge in the Lied Center 
complex in Nebraska City, twenty miles north of Peru . 
l11e Mildred Bennett Award ;md the Nebraska 
Book Awards wi ll be announced. To reserve a place 
at the table, send a check for $20 to Dr. Andrew 
Elkins, De<m, Arts and Sciences, Peru State College, 
Box 10, Peru , NE 6842 1-0010. 

Peru State College, and the Nebraska Humanities 
Council ( NllC). 

The NHC is a private, nonprofit org;mization 
funded wi th support from the :"Jational Endowment 
for the I lum;mities, the NelmL-;ka Cultural 

Endowment, the State of Nebraska and private contri ­
butions. Contact NllC at 2 15 Centennial Mall South, 
Suite 225 , Linco ln , NE 68508, 402-474-2 1.) I , f<Lx : 
402-474-4852 , e-mail : < nehumanities@juno.com>, 

home page: < www. nebraskahumanities.org> . A 



Celebratin9 7 5 Years of the ''Prairie Schooner•• 
by Gerry Cox, 
Nebraska Center 

for the Book 
Editor 

;"-~(' 

Seven~J '-.five y ears in '.he l(fe of a literm:J' 
magaz ine is something to celebrate. 

Early in the history of the University of t>;ebraska, 
Willa Cather, Nebraska's best-known author, mid her 
fri ends published their writing in the college's literary 
magazine, The He!.jJerian. Ln 1926, English Professor 
Lowrv C. Wimberly was elected head of the board of 
edito;·s of a new li.terary magazine. He guided the 
Prairie Schooner until 1944 when Mari Sandoz 
brought K<u-1 Shapiro to the university <md he took 
over the editorship. Bernice Slote succeeded Shapiro 
in 1963. Hugh Luke succeeded Slote in 1980, mid 
present Editor Hilda Raz succeeded Slote. Only fi ve 
editors in seventy-five years is unusual among literary 
magazines, as well as mainstream magazines. 

Paul R. Stewart, who published The Prairie 
Schooner Star)': a little Magaz ine 's Firs/ 25 Years in 
1955, attribut~d this publication ·s abili ty to surmount 
financial difficulties that defeated most other ''little" 
magazines to the longevity of its editors, their tenacity, 
and the breadth of editorial policy. As a result, ·· the 
Schooner ha-; encountered more currents in 
American literature mid a wider variety of social , 
political and economic conditions th<m have maga­
zines of shorter duration or more specific direction. It 
has, of course, published a larger number <llld a 
greater variety of writers." 

ThcllCBNews 

i\ebnL'ika writers Loren Eiseley and Weldon Kees 
worked on the first issue in 1927 which ran "'The 
Vine .. a story bv Marie Macumber, later known as 
Mari, Sandoz: tl{e author of distinguished books li ke 
Oldjules and Crazy Horse. 

Eudora Wcltv, who died at 92 in July, W<L'i quick to 
credit the Prain:e Schooner for publishing four of her 
stories. Bernice Slote said , "One of Eudora Wel ty's 
earliest stories wa'i published here. She h:L'i <Llways 
said the Prairie Schooner gave her a start. And that's 
a good cxmnple of the magazine's intention <llld 
fulfillment. .. Slote was quoted by Al Pagel in the 
Omaha World-Herald Magaz ine qf lbe !llidlands. 
.J <muary 4, 1976. 

Christine Papp<L'i, who wrote a li11colnjo11mal 
Star review of Bes/ of Prairie Scboo11er: Personal 
Essa)'s edited bv Hilda Raz and Kate Flaherty, 
obs~rved , " Ever~ though the Pmiric Sc/Joo11cr h:L'i taken 
on mi internation:LI flavo r of late, NebnL'ik<ms arc still 
represented in its pages, as well <L'i in this collected 
volume." 

Joyce Carol Oates will headline the Prairie 
Schooner 75th Anniversary Conference, celebrating 
seven ty- fi ve years of continuous publication at the 
University of Ncbra-;ka-Lincoln on October 11 - 13. 
Oates, M~rilyn llacker, Greg Johnson, and a hundred 
other writers, will hold readings and take part in 
pm1cls ~md presentations. 

co11ti11ued 011 page 3 ... 
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1"ellCBNews 
Students Encoura9ed to Plan for Leffers about 

Literature Contest 

D ecember I , 2001 is the deadline for 
students to enter the Letters About 
Literature 2002 national writing 

contest, ~jJonsored by the Centerfor the Book in 
the Librm:J' of Congress and Week()' Reader 
Coi/Joration. 

To spotHght the special relationship between 
young readers and authors, the Nebr<L'>ka Center fo r 
the Book, as an affi liate of the National Center for the 
Book in the Library of Congress, invites l\'ebra'>ka 
readers in grades four through twelve to write letters 
to authors, li\~ ng or dead, describing how the 
authors· book or story changed the young readers ' 
way of viewing themselves or the world . The contest 

Wha• is •he llebraska 
Cen•er for •he Book1 
The 1ebraska Center fo r the Book brings together 
the state's readers, writers, booksellers, libra1ians, 
publishers, printers, educators, and scholars to 
build the communi ty of the book. We a.re the people 
who know and love books, and who value the rich­
ness they bring to our lives. Our ebraska Center 
supports programs to celebrate and stimulate public 
interest in books, reading, and the written word. We 
have been an affiliate of the Library of Congress 

ational Center for the Book since 1990. 

Join the Nebraska 
Center for the Book 

Name ________________ _ 

Address _______________ _ 

Phone ________________ _ 

E-Mail: ----------------

h<L'> two competition levels: Level I for students in 
grades four through seven; Level II for students in 
grades eight through twelve. Cm;h awards will be 
presented to the national finaHsts on each level ;md 
the Nebraska Center for the Book will award cm;h 
prizes to the top Nebraska essayists. 

To receive a copy of the official contest guideUnes, • 
plus the required ent1y coupon , log on to the 

ebraska Libnuy Commission home page at 
<www. nlc.state.nc. us>, search on Letters About 
Literature or contact Maiy Geibel at 402-47 1-2045, 
800-307-2665, e-mail : <mgeibel@nlc.state. ne. us> 
for a print copy. Letters must be postmarked by 
December I, 200 I. .6. 

"Prairie Schooner" continued. .. 

Teachers of creative writing will discuss the use of 
litera1y magazines in creative writing classrooms. One 
of the forum moderators is Robert Brooke, professor 
of English at the University of ebraska-Lincoln and 
director of the Nebraska Writing Project. For the past 
decade, he has used the Prairie Schooner ;md other 
litera1y magazines in his cla5ses. 

Conference Coordinator Kate Flahe11y said, "We 
see this event ~L'> our clumce to return to the Nebraska 
Utera1y community the incredible support they have 
shown us over the past seventy-five years. " Contact her 
at 402-472-0945, e-mail : <Schooner75th @aol.com>. 

Nrune/address of a friend who might be 
interested in NCB membership: 

__ $ I 5 Indivi dual Membershi p 
__ $25 Orgm1izational Membership 
__ $50 Octavo Membership 
__ $ I 00 Quarto Membership 
__ $250 Folio Membership 

Please send this form and a check to: 
Nebraska Center for the Book 
111e Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Lincoln, NE 68508-202 3 

... 

page II 



2 00 I llebraska LHeracure Fescival Schedule 
The Writing Life 

,'- ce§S» ,, 

Friday, September 2 I 

9:00 to 10:30 A.M . Readings : 
Susan Aizenberg 

Deb Carpenter 

Kelly Madigan Erlandson 

Charles Fort 

Bill Kloefkorn 

Mar jorie Saiser 

Karen Shoemaker 

Don Welch 

.J an Chisom Wright 

10:45 A.M. to Noon Readings: 
Jonis Agee 

Ron Block 

Annette Murrell 

Leon Satterfield 

Brent Spencer 

Open Mike: 
Creighton niversity and 

Wayne State College Creative 
Writers 

Pane l: 
A Tribute to Lan:)' Holland 
J V. Brummels and 

.Jim Reese 

12:30 to 2:00 P. M. Readings: 
William Coleman 

Twyla H<msen 

John J ~movy 

Robert McEwen 

Lyn DeNaeyer-Messersmith 

Roy Scheele 

Barbara Schmitz 

Brent Spencer 

Mary I Iden Stefrmiak 

Freel Zvdek 

2:15 to 3:30 P.M. Readings: 
Ron Block 

JV. Brummcls 
Charles Fort 

Nei l I larrison 

Art Homer 

iancy Mccleery 

Jim Reese 

Robert Richter 

Li sa Samllin 

James Solheim 

3:45 to 5:00 P.M. Panel: 
Friend~ of Loren Eisele_)' 

Saturday, September 2 2 

9:00 to l 0:30 A.M. Readings: 
Deb Carpenter 

Charles Fort 

"lei! I larrison 

Lyn DeNaeyer-Messersmith 

Marj orie Saiser 

Li sa Sandlin 

Maty Helen Stefaniak 

Panels: Small Presses 
J.V. Brummels and Jim Reese 

01lfrmizing Boo!t rmd 1M·iti10 
Groups 
Nebn L"ka Center for the Book 

The Role of Rcsearc/1 
William Coleman, Dan Holtz, 

j ohn Janovy, and Leon 

Satterfi eld 

10:4 5 A.M . to Noon Sus<m Aizenherg 
Ron Block 

William Coleman 

Kelly Madigan Erlandson 

ancy McClee1y 

Robert Richter 

Barbara Schmitz 

Karen Shoemaker 

James Solheim 
Maty Helen Stefani ak 

Don Welch 

.J <m Chisom Wright 

f red Zydek 

12:30 to 2:00 P. M. Readings: 
.J onis Agee 
'l\vyla Hansen 

Art Homer 

j ohn J<movy 
Leon Sattetf ield 

Don Welch 

Panels : 
771c Land- Image and Reality 
Charles Fort, Bill Kloefkorn , 

and Roy Scheele 
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lnvolling The Muse 
J.Y. Brummels, Kelly 
Madig~u1 Erl ~mdson , 

~md Barbara Schmitz 

2:15 to 3:30 P.M. Readings: 
J.Y. Brummels 
Bill Kloefkorn 

ancy Mccleery 
Robert McEwen 
Annette Murrell 
Roy Scheele 
Brent Spencer 

Panels: 
Ma!?ing It Real or 
Unreal? 
Jonis Agee, 
Sus~m Aizenberg, ~md 

Ron Block 

Are There Any Rules? 
1eil Harrison, 

Lisa s~mdlin , ~Uld 

J ~unes Soll1eim 

Participating 
Authors 
Jonis Agee 
Susan Aizenberg 
Ron Block 
Kevin Boos 
J.Y. Brummels 
Deb Carpenter 
BiJI Clemente 
William Colem~m 

Kelly Madigan 
Erlandson 

Charles Fort 
1\vyla Hansen 
Neil Harrison 
D~m Holtz 
Art Homer 
john J ~movy 

Bill Kloefkorn 
Greg Kosmjcki 
Doug Marr 

1ancy Mccleery 
l~obert McEwen 
Lyn De aeyer-

Messersm i th 
Annette Murrell 
Chuck Peek 
Jim Reese 
Robert Rjchter 
Marjorie Sajser 
Lisa s~mdlin 

11Je llCBNews 
Leon Satterfield 
Roy Scheele 
Barbara Schnutz 
Karen Shoemaker 
]runes Solheim 
Brent Spencer 
Ma1y Helen Stefamiak 
john Walker 
Don Welch 
Jan Chisom Wright 
Fred Zydek 

Registration is free for all panels and 
readings. For more information see 
<www.peru.edu/Arts-Sci/litfest/ 
index.html>. 

Peru-Area Lod9in9 

Peru: 
Peru State College Dorms (Centennial 
Complex) 
Renovated, new carpet, paint, Internet 
connections 
2 beds per room 
$I 0 per night, BUT you must furnish linens. 
Sheets should be single, extra long. 
Contact: Ms. Erin Sayer, Residence Life, 
Peru State ColJege, PO. Box IO, 
Peru , NE 68421-0010, 402-872-2246. 

Coleman Bed and Breakfast 
Includes breakfast 
Single Rooms $50; double Rooms $55 
Contact: 402-872-77 15 

Auburn: 
Auburn is thirteen nules southwest of Peru . 

Arbor Manor Motel 
Single, one person: $41, extra person: $7 
Contact: I 6 17 Central Avenue, 
Auburn, NE 68305 , 402-274-3363 

Auburn Inn: 
One bed, one person: $30.75; Newer 
rooms, one person $34.75; "l\vo beds, two 
people: $42.75 
Contact: 517 J Street, Auburn , NE 68305, 
402-274-3 143 
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Cooper House Bed and Breakfast: 
Includes breakfast 
$60 fo r one person , $65 for two persons 
(private bath , one bed) . 
$55 for two persons (bath in hall , one bed). 
Contact: 712 13th Street, 
Auburn , E 68305 , 402-274-3335 

Palmer House Motel 
(U.S. Highway 73-75 South) : 
Double: $30.75; Queen: $32 .75; King: 
$42 .75 
Additional Person: $6; 
Contact: 402-274-3 193 

Nebraska City 
ebraska City is twenty mjles no11h of Peru. 

Apple Inn ( .S. Highway 75 & NE 
Highway 2) 
Single: $40.36; Double (two beds) : $50.22 
Queen: $40.36; Queen (two persons): 
$46.27 
King w/hide-a-bed: $52.11 
Contact: 502 South 11th Street, NebnL'i~L 

City, E 684 I 0, 800-659-4446 

Lied Center 
King or two double beds: $I 09 
Contact: 800-546-5433 

Days Inn 
$50 
Contact: 17 l 5 South 11th Street, Nebraska 
City, NE 684 J 0, 402-873-6656 

Best Western ( .S. Highway 75 ruld NE 
Highway 2): 
$65 (two queen beds) 
Contact: 402-873-7000 

Whispering Pines Bed and Breakfast 
(mghway 75) 
Includes breakfast 
$55 to $65 , some with private bath 
Contact: 21st and 6th Avenue, ebraska City, 
NE 68410, 402-873-5850 

Sparrow's Rest Bed and Breakfast 
$50-$75, one with private bath 
Contact: I I 02 I st Avenue, 

ebraska City, E 68410, 402-873-4 166 



Rewiew: A Reliable Car and a Woman Who 
by Curt 

McConnell 
(McFarland & 

Company, 2000.) 
ISB : 

0786409703; 
paperback 

Reviewed by 
Bob Boyce, 

Reference 
Librarian, Lincoln 

Nebraska City 
Llbraties 

Knows le: The First Coast-To-Coast ··~ Dellable ca1· 
and a W()man 
Wh() l\n()WJ u·· Auto Trips by Women, 1899-1916 

Nebraskan Curt McConnell gives us a well -written, 
thoroughly researched story of fi ve early attempts by 
women to cross the U.S. in an automobile. McCon­

nell 's attractive book has exciting photographs ;md 
extensive quotations from newspapers of the day, 
magazines, and the writings of the women themselves. 

You can almost feel the mudholes, shifting sand, 
washouL-;, and heat of the sun these women endured. 

McConnell makes it clear that these trips were not 
simply personal adventures. In each case, the auto­

mobile 1murnfacturcr provided extensive support, in 
the knowledge that success would be a major boost 
to their image. Mechanics worked on the cars at 
many stops. Pilot cars accomp;micd the women ·s cars 

to incre<L-;e publicity, to help them find their way, and 
to provide assistance (when needed) . Although they 
had support, each of these five women endured hard­

ships such as slogging through miles of gumbo, 

dealing with balky engines ;u1d 
broken a\lcs , and winching 
their cars through gulches. 

McConnell points out how 
these trips contributed to 
changes in attitudes. They 

lho:I ""*''"''' 

showed that cars were more than toys, that they were 
a viable means of transportation , fuel ing public 

demand. The descr iptions of poor roads con tributed 
to the efforts of bicyclists, farmers, and others fo r 
better highways. The accounts showed that women 
could be competent drivers, as well as showing that 

women were potential purch<L'>crs and operators of 
automobiles. In these two latter points. the trips 
contributed to freeing women from sexual stereotypes 
of the time. 

This is a good read-get a copy from your 
bookstore or library and enjoyll ..._ 

Posccards from che Pase 
by Oliver B. 

Pollak, 
Depat1ment of 

History, University 
of Nebraska at 

Omaha 

My law office is in the former Omaha Public 
Library. It was designed by Thomas Kimball ;md 
opened in 1893. A bronze plaque proclaims its 
placement on the National Register of I listoric Places 

in 1978. 
Alongside the third-floor windows on Harney 

Street, are busts of Demosthenes, Ar istotle, Socrates, 

Sophocles, Homer, Cicero, Caesar, and Virgil. On the 
west, on 19th Street, arc I lorace, Plato, Seneca. 
Herodotus, and Pluto. Above the second-floor 
windows are the n;unes Schiller, Goethe, Dante, 

Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, T<L'>SO, Racine, and 
Corneille. On the west arc 
Longfellow, Hawthorne, 

Emerson, and Irving. The 
library closed on February 
16, 1977 . It was rehabili ­
tated with special attention 

to presc1v ing the or iginal 
exterior m;L-;on1v wal l 

roundels, copper roof, and 
interior iron staircase. 

In April of this year I met Burnicc Fiedler. This 
octogenari ;m has been collecting postcards for m;my 
years and h;L-; acquired about 18,000 views of 

Omaha. Even though some arc multiple copies, it is 

page 

stil l a prodigious and unique accomplishment. 
Among her cache were eleven di fferent postcards of 
the 0 1rnllia Pu blic Libra1y, at least eight of which were 
made in Germany, the major manufacturer of post­
cards. My mother. like many other children in the 

twenties and th irties, collected postcards. I have some 
postcards sent and received from the '40s th rough 
the ·6os. 

Libraries evoke memories. The Egyptim1 and 

U 'ESCO resurrection of the Alexandria Library shm\·s 
the 2,000 plus-year hold of a mcmo1y, idea, <md 
ideal. The Library of Congress, British Library, and 
Bibliothcque i'\ati onale arc natiornLI ;md international 

icons. li;mn;Ll1 l.ogasa worked at the l ibrary from 
1904 to 19 1 I and remembered it in her wil l. Wright 

Morri s recalls his father's wonderment at the library 
when returning some of his son's books. Ti llie Lerner 
Olsen claims to have consumed A th rough M. I used 
this Om;Llia Public Lilm uy building in I 97<t upon 
arriving in 0111;Ll1a just before the library w;L-; closed 

and in 1985, I hung my shingle in the same building, 
the I listoric Libra1y Plaza. 

Next issue I hope to highlight the postcards of 
other Nebraska librari es. Headers interested in 
sharing or obtaining postcards of li braries, contact 
< OBPOMNl@aol.com > . .... 



1/J" llCBNews 
Radio Pro9rams Help Connect Readers and Books 

by Gerry Cox 

Revs. Young (left) 
and Stephen in 

the studio. 

When hook lovers look for something to read, 
they frequently rely on someone else's descriptions 
and opinions. I recently talked to reviewers from the 
two locally-produced, regularly scheduled book 
reviews programs on Nebraska radio. The first, Alf 
Abollt Books. features two Lincoln p~L<> lo rs , Ch<u·les 
Stephen , who is reti red, and Otis Young. They have 
given listeners information about thousands of books 
since before Nebraska had a state-wide public radio 
network. 

Thirty years ago, the Reverends D;uTel E. 
Berg and Clarence Forsberg were televising 
Book Sheff, a book cliscussion show on 
Nebr<L'>ka Educational Television, ;md broad­
GL'>tingA// About Books, first on an A. M. 
radio station, and then on the original public 
radio in Lincoln , K CV (90 .9 EM.). In the 
mid- I 970s Forsberg moved, the television 
show ended, and Otis Young filled in on the 
radio station. Later, when Berg retired and 

moved, Young teamed wi th Stephen. Now National 
Public Radio Nebraska broade<L'>ls Alf About Books at 
12:05 , Thursday afternoons, on 90.9 EM. 

Because both reviewers have led congregations 
during their years on ai r, I was curious about their 
parishioners· reactions to the different kinds of books 
they discussed. Both agreed that reaction to books 
they used in thei r sermons ;md on the radio program 
were well received. People are glad to hear 
comments about their reading. Stephen noted that 
parsons used to be the most educated persons in a 
community, which looked to them for educational as 
well <L'> spiritual purposes. 

Du r ing the session I watched, Stephen talked 
about the biography of john Adams and Young 
(liscussed the recent autobiography of Warren Buffett . 
Problems have been minim<U with only a lost tape or 
two. The hosts complimented Jeff Smith , their 
engineer. 

The Revs. Young <Uld Stephen agree that they 
benefit from the enforced deadline of the program 
which is similar to having a sermon ready each week. 
They look fo r different kinds of works that have wide 
appeal , but don't discuss which books they will 
review, even though their interests are similar. Asked 
about which they deem important and which best 
sellers they li ke, Stephen named the recent David 
McCullough biography,John Adams that reve;us 
Adams a-; one of the most importan t founding fathers. 
Young spoke of Mitch Alborn 's 'fltesdays 1l'ith Morrie, 
as did Stephen who ;Uso mentioned The Professor 
and the Mad111a11: A Tale ofM11rde1: /11sani~J '. rmd 
t/Jc ,1Jaki11g q/tbe Oxford English Dictionm:J' by 
Simon Winchester. They both appreciated Dava 
Sobel's Longitude: 7Z1e 'frue StOJ:J' of a Lone G'e11ius 
Who So/red the G'reatest Scie11t(fic Problem of His 

Time. Their advice is inexpensive and simple: "T1y 
books on tape. Buy a book. Read to each other. Keep 
reacling ... 

Lincoln radio listeners can hear a more eclectic 
litera1y cliscussion program on Wednesdays at 
6::)0 P. M. on the community radio station KZUM 
(89.3). Book Talk: A Varie~)' Show about Books and 
Authors ha') sevenu hosts who take turns doing the 
lrnlf-hour program s. 

The progr;un premiered on Dec. 6, 1996. Lezlie 
Roper, then KZUM Development Director, iL'>ked Mruy 
Jackson at the Library Commjssion to do a program 
about books, to be underwritten by Nebraska Book 
Store. Jackson enlisted help from Kit Keller, Mary Jo 
Ryan, and Sally Snyder at the Library Commission , 
and Pat Leach at Lincoln City Libraries. The premier 
show included all five ' 'Booktalkers" ru1d Keller 
remembered, "We each t<Uked about one of our 
favorite books <L'> a way of introducing ourselves to 
our audience. " 

Christine Pappas, a university graduate student, 
and Laura Lacy, a librarian at Lincoln City Libraries, 
later joined the group. They recruited Jerry Johnston 
to serve as volunteer engineer, succeeded by John 
Keller. 

l.'sually the prognuns are live book reviews. 
Sometimes they feature author interviews, live or 
taped. OcGL<>ionally two or three people discuss a 
book. Often guests appear to review books or 
interview authors. The group meets several times a 
year to take stock of their work, consider any 
changes, {Uld discuss upcoming programs. HighlighLo;; 
have been interviews with Maiy Pipher, Marly Swick, 
I Iilda Raz, liobe Hayes, Kent Haruf, Kathleen Norris, 
and Sharon Oard Warner. Leach recalled cliscussions 
of Romai1ce Writers on V<Uentine·s Day and cook­
books before holidays that are celebrated by feasting. 

The half hour goes frL'>t, but complications e<lll 

arise. Tapes and CDs might 1rnufunction . Some gl1ests 
clam up during interviews, while others have plenty to 
say. Once Pappas invited her University students to 
discuss a series of Bosnian stories, The Suitcase. 
When no students showed up, Engineer Johnston 
played some music and they took turns reading 
exceqJts from the book. Ryan says, " It's community 
radio, after <UI. We have had our share of equipment 
failure, dead air, building lockouts , and other mjnor 
setbacks. The only real disaster is when the book­
talker or guest fails to show up. Then we tread water 
li ke mad ... 

These two programs complement other loou and 
natiornu network radio book discussion programs, 
(see "The Radio and the Book: Book-Related 
Programs on Public Radio" by Oliver Pollak in NCB 
Q11mtcr~v, Spring 1998). Radio serves as a tool to 
en ri ch reading selections. .A. 
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Lincoln, NE 

Comae!: John ,\ cihard1 Genier. 888----.,c,(,- . <ncihard1@gpco111. ncl > ........ . .. ....................... .... ........ .. Scp1ember <)-October 15 ..... Jfancroft 

Paul A. Olson Seminar. Con1ac1: (;rc;u l'lains S1udies. -102--1-2-5082 . <cgps@unl.edu > ..... Scplcmber 19 . . ....... Lincoln 

John H. Ames Reading Series: M:u~· S1illwcl l. poel. Jane Pope (;cske I leritage !loom or 1\ehr:L,ka Authors . 
Conlact: -1 02--H 1-85 16. <heri1age@rand.lcl .li b.nc.us > .............................................. .. . ......... Seplember 20 . .. .. Lincoln 

David McCullough on '"first Principles:· t:mernor's Lecture in the ll umanitics :uJosl111 Al1 Museum 
Contac1: 1\cbr.L,ka ll umani1ies Council. -102-'-I - +215 1. .. ............................................................................................ September 20 ................ Omaha 

Nebras ka Literature t'cstival. Peru S1a1e College. 
Con1ac1: Amil' Elkins, q02 -8- 2-22.P. <aclki ns@oakmail.pcru .edu> ................. .. . ...... Seplember 21-ll ................ l'crn 

Bmmcd Books Weck. Cclcbr:ue Your Freedom To Head .. .. .......................................................... .... Seplemher ll -2') ......... \a1ional 

Plum Creek Children's Uteracy Festiml. 
Comae!: Janell L'ITclman . -102 - f>'-15 -~518 <juITdman@seward.cune.edu> ... .......................................................... Sep1emlll"r Z--2'! .. .. Seward 

Pen Pointers Writers· Workshop: Elkhorn \'alley Arts Unlimited , 
0>111ac1: l"1Ha111c Meier. -10l -.\lJ(1-_i.)(1lJ. <i rme1cr@ncfcon1111 .com> ........................................ Sep1e111ber 2') 

Bess Streeter Aldrich Remembrm1cc Day. Lunch and Act i1·ities for lill" F:m1ill'. Comact: -102-'Jl)+.)855 ...... Oc1obcr - . 

....... Pilger 

.... Elmwood 

Prairie Schooner 75th Annil'crsary Celebration and Conference. Jm'CC Carol O:ucs. Ke11101c Speaker 
Con1act: Conference \~ionli n:uor Kale Flahenv. <Schooner- 51h@aol.com>. .. ................ Ocloher 11 - 15 ................ Li ncoln 

1 eihardt Center: History of Todd Randall at Pinc Ridge. Charles Trim hie, l'resemn 
(~ >11tac1 : John i\eihardt Ccnler. 888---- --1(16- . <nei hard1@gpcom.net > ......................................... Ouober l-1 .............. l3:111crof1 

Old West Days .................................................... .. 
NclmL•ka Cowboy Poetry Gatherini.:. Con1act: Man Mulli14an. ~Ol- _;-(1-585 -1 ................. . 

Nebraska Writers Guild t'all Conference. Co111ac1: ll ugh lkilil. -10l--1l)8- l')l)-1.<lllleilil 555@aol.com > 

. ...... Ouober 11 -1-1 
.... October 12, 15 

.... Ouoher 15 

Paul A. Olson Seminar. Contact: l;re:ll Plai ns Studies. -iOl --1-2-5082. <cgps@unl.edu > .. .. . ............ ....... ........ ............... Ouoher 1- .. 

Western Literature Association Conference. I lead11 :Hers and \\':uershcds: l.i1era1Y Trib111arics of 1he \\'csl 

. .\'alen1ine 
. ...... \ 'alemine 

............... St·11ard 

.. .. Lincoln 

l 'ni rersil\ of \chnL'k:t al Omaha: Con1act: Sue Maher. -10l-55+r-l. <smalwr@mail.unomaha.edu> ................................ October 1--ln ...... .......... Omaha 

NIA/NEMA Conference. \ebraska 1.ib1~tr1 /\.'socialion & \ ebr:L,ka Educ:Uional Med ia Associ:uion 
Con1ac1 : Sharon Osenga. <sosen;:a@nol.org> . Hcgistcr: <11\\\\'. nol.or)Vl10111c/\lcVconro I .htn1 > ...................... . ..October 1-- l'J .............. Kearne1 

John II. Ames Reading Series: Crace Bauer. poel 
J;uie !'ope l;eske ll critage Homn of \ebr:L, ka Aulhors. Conlact : -102 --1-11 -85 1 (>. <heritagc0' rand.lcl.lib.ne.us> ....................... Ouober 18 ............ Lincoln 

IVot'e11 011 tbe 1Vi11tl Reading & Book Signing. Cenler for Creal Pl:tin' S1ud ics 
Con1ac1: l.inda ll:UcliITe. 1112- -1- l -5%5 or ·111) la llansen . -111 2- -1(1(1-5859. <q(psCm unl.edu > . .......... October l I . .......... Li ncoln 

:"lcbr'L'ka Eni.:lish t :rnguage ArL' Council ( \El.IC) 
Co111ae1: Clark Koherman. -tOl-(>-15-2988. <ckohcOO@'connec1se11ard.org> ................................................. . .Octolwr ll .. Lincoln 
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