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Just Heat and Stuhr: Eleventh Nebraska Book Festival

by Charles
Peek, University
of Nebraska at

Kearney

Set for September 13-14

rand Island’s Stubr Museum of the
Prairie Pioneer (and associated facili-
ties) will be the site of the next

Nebraska Book Festival. Scheduled for September

13-14, this is the first festival under the new
title of “book” festival, emphasizing the original

goal of holding a public celebration of all vari-

eties of books and book enterprises.

The Stuhr, with its connections to history and its
exhibit structure, gives added emphasis to that larger
purpose. Under the leadership of Pam Snow, a plan-
ning committee is considering how best to use the
Stuhr’s facilities

-~ -

(and those nearby)
and how to create
a significant site-
centered celebra-
tion. Snow brings
vears of experience
with the Nebraska
Humanities Council
and recent experi-
ence with
Chautauqua, as
well as familiarity
with Grand Island

~ ey

Photo courtesy of
Stuhr Museum

as a long time small business owner.

The theme, Sense of Time, Sense of Place, will
feature programs for adults, children, and youth.
Plans currently call for a Friday program focused on
middle and high school students and a Friday evening
celebration including a festive meal, program, and
the presentation of the Nebraska Center for the
Book's (NCB) Mildred Bennet Award and NCB Book
Awards. Saturday will be devoted to book displays
from publishers and literary centers, readings by
various writers, and a wide variety of programs, many
of them hands-on experiences taking place in the
most appropriate museum venue. Some of these will

be devoted to adult interests, others to small children,
and still others to students. Weather permitting, many
displays and events will be outside. However, indoor
alternatives will be ready.

The Stuhr has the capacity to handle up to four
hundred people in a single location or 850
throughout the facility. The planning committee is
currently developing initial publicity and designing
the program for the Friday evening event. The
program committee hopes to attract demonstrations
and live broadcasts, in addition to the usual panels
and readers.

Charles Peek serves as liaison between the local
committee and the Nebraska Center for the Book. In
addition to Snow, the local planning committee
consists of Stuhr representatives Pam Price, Russ
Czaplewski, Liana Steele, Warren Rodgers, and
Stephanie King; retired teacher and Nebraska
Literature Festival veteran Martha McGahan; Grand
Island librarian Steve Fosselman; Nancy Johnson, also
a Festival veteran; Ron and Betty Kort of Hastings High
School; and community volunteers Nancy Kelly, Kay
Fowles, Renee Goble, Dee Hanson, Cathie Cure,
Marge Woodman, and Kim Dinsdale. Diane Haney
will serve as Festival coordinator. These planners are
still recruiting additional individuals from the Grand
Island area to serve on the Festival's various planning
committees: program, food, Friday evening, site coor-
dination, finance, public relations and publicity, and
book vendors.

The Festival is sponsored by the Nebraska Center
for the Book, with assistance from the Nebraska
Humanities Council and numerous local sponsors.
Grand Island-area readers, book-lovers, members of
book groups, writers, etc. who would like to be
involved should contact Pam Snow, 308-381-8081,
e-mail: <phsnow@Kkdsi.net>, Diane Haney, 308-384-
6209, e-mail: <greenacre@charter.net>, or Charles
Peek, 308-865-8289, e-mail: <peck@unk.edu>. A



Guest Editorial: 2002 €enter for the Book

by Joan

Birnie,
President,
Nebraska Center
for the Book
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Plans Highlighted

his year looks to be one of growth and

innovation for the Nebraska Center for

the Book and the Board invites you to
take part in some of the activities in 2002.

The Nebraska Book Awards program, now in its
third year, is an opportunity for those involved in the
Nebraska literary scene to be recognized and
honored. The number of entries grows each year, as
does public interest in the books selected in each
category. If you or someone you know is a Nebraska
author, publisher, or has written a book set in or
related to Nebraska, encourage them to enter. See the
2002 Book Awards article on page 5 for details.

September will mark the first-ever Nebraska Book
Festival. Previously called the Nebraska Literature
Festival, more than the name will be changing with
this vear's event. For the first time since the Festival

began in 1991, the cosponsor is not a college, univer-

. Letter to the Editor

sity, or library. Instead, this vear the Stuhr Museum in
Grand Island will be the host institution, which will
certainly present a unique opportunity and vision for
this vear’s celebration. Watch for more information
about the festival as plans evolve.

In order to promote the Book Awards, Book
Festival, and other Center projects, plans are being

¢ made to establish a Nebraska Center for the Book

i home page this year. In addition to the financial

¢ support our Center receives from the Nebraska
Library Commission and the Nebraska Humanities

i Council, both organizations have generously agreed to
¢ assist on this project. By having a Web page available,
¢ information about our Center’s programs and projects
can be easily obtained by all involved in the
i “Community of the Book.”

I have highlighted only some of the Nebraska

¢ Center for the Book plans for 2002. This organization
is able to grow and develop new ideas each vear

i because people like you renew memberships,
encourage others to become members, and most

¢ importantly, support the Center’s projects and
programs. Thank you and keep up the good work. A

“Thank you—all of you who are responsible for

i Nebraska Center for the Book—for making such
i an impact in our communities.”

Sue Rosowski, University of Nebraska—Lincoln
Department of English A
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Nebraska Young People Write ¢o

Influential Authonfs

On March 20, Governor Mike Johanns signed a
proclamation declaring April 14-20 as National
Library Week in Nebraska. National Library Week is
celebrated this year with recognition of the “Letters
about Literature” State Award Winners.

Five young writers were honored for their letters
to authors, living or dead, describing how the
authors’ books or stories changed their way of
viewing the world. The winners are:

Grades Eight to Twelve:

A Ben Keele, Hastings, Winner and Second Place

in the nationwide contest

A Margaret Fairchild, Lincoln, Alternate

A Joel Mougey, North Platte, Honorable Mention

Grades Four to Seven:
A Elizabeth McKim, Humboldt, Winner
A Laura Thames, Humboldt, Alternate

The Nebraska Center for the Book, as an affiliate
of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress,

Nominations are sought for the Nebraska Center
for the Book Jane Geske Award. Established in recog-
nition of Jane Geske’s contributions to the well-being
of the libraries of Nebraska, the award recognizes a
Nebraska association, organization, business, library,
school, academic institution, or other group that has
made an exceptional long-term contribution to the
Nebraska Community of the Book in regard to

literacy, books, reading, libraries, bookselling, and/or

writing in Nebraska. Geske, former Nebraska Library
Commission Director, was a founding member of the
Nebraska Center for the Book and a long-time, active
member in many Nebraska library and literary activi-

Young writers are honored by Governor Mike
Johanns (center).

and the Weekly Reader Corporation sponsored the

i statewide contest last fall. The judges were Mel Krutz,
¢ Evelyn Haller, Fran Reinehr, and Mary Ann Satterfield.
: The winners’ cash prizes were supported by the
Weekly Reader Corporation, Nebraska’s Houchen

i Bindery, and the Nebraska Center for the Book. All

¢ winners also received gift certificates from Lee

¢ Booksellers and bound journals from Houchen
Bindery. A

Nominate Now for Jane Geske Award

ties. The Friends of the Omaha Public Library
i received the 2001 award.

Nominations and supporting letters must be

© received by July 15 at Nebraska Center for the Book
Jane Geske Award, ¢/o Rod Wagner, Nebraska Library
i Commission Director, 1200 N. Street, Suite 120,
Lincoln NE 68508-2023, 402-471-4001, 800-307-

£ 20605, fax 402-471-2083, e-mail:
<rwagner@nlc.state.ne.us>.

The 2002 Jane Geske Award will be presented at

i the November 3 Annual Meeting of the Nebraska
i Center for the Book. A

Join the Nebraska
Center for the Book

Name

Address

Phone

E-Mail:

- -

page

Name/address of a friend who might be
interested in NCB membership:

___ $15 Individual Membership

__$25 Organizational Membership

__$50 Octavo Membership

__$100 Quarto Membership

____ $250 Folio Membership

Please send this form and a check to:

Nebraska Center for the Book
The Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120
Lincoln, NE 68508-2023



by Dan Chaon
Ballantine, 2001
ISBN:
0345441613
Review by
Brent Spencer,
Creighton
University

by Tom Raabe,
Fulcrum
Publishing,
<www.fulcrum-books.com>
2001, ISBN:
1-555591-240-0
Review by
Dick Allen

BIBLIOHOLISM?*

(hib ¥ 3 hol 1z om) [<Gr biblion] n
120 + wowsswl book. of hooks: the habitwa!
fouging 1o purchase. read. siore. admire

and consume buoks in excess

w (om
. = {aabe "Q

<

The second collection of short fiction by Sidney
native Dan Chaon, Among the Missing, is by turns
spare and lyrical, with regular nods to the surreal, an
impressive follow-up to his stunning first collection,
Fitting Ends (Northwestern University Press, 1990).

Chaon’s characters occupy the boundaries of our
moral world, the places beyond the edges of the well-
ordered lawns and pristine pavement. These charac-
ters are in trouble. Their stories are about missed
connections, loss, and wicked fate. The stories are
driven by disorder and by the characters™ desperate
efforts to survive by seeking some kind of order—a
quest that often puts them in deeper trouble.

Many of the stories start from an arresting central
idea or image. In “Safety Man,” a woman buys an
inflatable man to prop in her window as a way to
discourage burglars, only to develop a kind of rela-
tionship with him. In the title story, an entire family

drowns in Lake McConaughy with no witnesses, giving

rise to mythic tales about their fate. In “'I Demand to
Know Where You're Taking Me,” a woman comes to

Stuck on books, are you? If so, and if you are
willing to take in many pages of would-be humor
good naturedly, then you might want to pick up a
copy of Tom Raabe’s revised edition of his
Bibliobolism. For those of us addicted to books,
bookstores, and reading, Raabe tells us how to know
whether or not we are, in fact, a “biblioholic.” His
test helped me to find out that I am not one vet, but
am veering in that direction (e.g., I had to answer
“yes" to the question, “Have you ever bought the
same book twice without knowing it?”). Raabe points
out the problems of “over-book-buying™ as seen in
the case of the eighteenth century French collector
Boulard, pointing out that upon his death he had
amassed between 600,000 and 800,000 volumes. The
sale of the collection, Raabe reports, took five years.

What is the Nebraska €enter
for the Book?

The Nebraska Center for the Book brings together the
state’s readers, writers, booksellers, librarians,
publishers, printers, educators, and scholars to build
the community of the book. We are the people who
know and love books, and who value the richness they

Among the Missing

doubt her brother-in-law’s

AMONG
innocence for the charges THI

brought against him, once

his macaw starts talking. In
“Big Me,” the central char-
acter, a child, somehow BAR GRSy

MISSING

gets it into his head that the

adult neighbor is a future image of himself, and he
sets about studying how to avoid his fate. From one
point-of-view, the central conceits of these stories are
comic. What makes these characters (and their
stories) rise above the ordinary is Chaon’s willingness
to do justice to their inherently comic nature and fate
while, at the same time, treating them with exquisite
compassion. This is storytelling of a very high order.
Chaon’s fiction has been included in the Best

American Short Stories, Pushcart Prize, and O.

Henry collections. Among the Missing was a
deserving finalist for the 2001 National Book Award.
A

Biblioholism: the Literary Addiction

The author, now living in Denver, gives credit to
the Tattered Cover Bookstore in the same city for his
“book-weakness.” And any of us who have visited
there can understand! It is the book-lovers’ dream
store. In this book’s fourteen chapters (plus an after-
word on the E-book) he covers such topics as what
book collectors look for, how collectors can be clas-
sified, what they buy, where they read, how they store,
and all about lending one’s treasures. Chapter
Fourteen alleges to provide the “cure” for the disease
of biblioholism (e.g., “Find something else to love™),
if one wants to be cured. I found the four-page bibli-
ography very useful. In summary and to quote the
back cover, “This humorous tenth-anniversary edition
brings book addiction out of the closet.” A

bring to our lives. Our Nebraska Center supports
programs to celebrate and stimulate public interest in
books, reading, and the written word. We have been an
affiliate of The Center for the Book in the Library of
Congress since 1990.
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A Memorable Memorial Day

By Oliver B. ) i The Opera House where I saw double-bill movies,
Pollak, or the last couple of years 1 wanted to  including serial shorts for ten cents, survives as a
University of take off on Fourth of July weekend and ¢ nonprofit corporation showing films on the weekends
Nebraskil at drive to McConnelsville (between for $2. They are trying to raise $50,000 to restore the

Ofigha Zanesville and Marietta) in southern Ohio. | theater and add air conditioning. The Blue Bell Diner,
lived there, ages nine to eleven, 1953-1955. My  : the Central Market, and the county fair ground
wife, not keen on the idea, resisted. BAM! WHAM! (where I saw horse-drawn sulkies) were still there.
WOW! for our thirty-fifth wedding anniversary But the changes were striking. The Morgan County
Karen surprised me with a Memorial Day seat population of 2,400 in 1953 is down to 1,400. In
weekend trip via TWA to Columbus, Ohio and by a poor part of the state and served only by a two-lane
rental car to McConnelsville. ¢ road, people who manage to leave to attend college

My family emigrated from England to i do not return. The Ben Franklin Five and Dime is now

America in November 1952. The English : 4 furniture store. I did not recognize my school. That
schoolboy looking like a refugee wearing was quickly explained. It burned down. The hardware
short pants in cold New York was soon i store in Malta (just across the Muskingum River),
garbed in Levis. We moved to i where I purchased an Erector Set on the layaway
McConnelsville because myv Holocaust ¢ Plan, is now a bar. I don’t remember using the library
survivor physician grandfather, Felix as a child, but the new Kate Love Simpson Library
Bachmann, worked at Rocky Glenn,a  : would make any town proud.
tuberculosis sanitarium on the hill above i  Celebrations provide a sense of time and place.
the town. We lived at 169 North Fifth i Red, white and blue bunting, lemonade, fireworks,
Street. The house is still there, inhabited i and speeches bring out the best in small towns. On
for the past thirty-four years by Ernest : Memorial Day, cemeteries are spiffed up, lawns
“Tke” Knox, an 81-vear-old who worked : mowed, crypts dusted, flags stuck in the ground, and
Pollack Family at the same factory (The Cleveland Graphite Bronze : Boy Scouts direct traffic. McConnelsville veterans
Home in Company) as my father, though at a later date. parade through the town accompanied by the volun-
McConnelsville, I started to lose my English accent, went to the : teer fire department, a couple of old cars, school-
Ohio swimming pool and high school football games,  children, and a goat. Like so many others, we left
raised rabbits in the backyard, and sweated blithely i Ohio for California. We never looked back. This trip,
through the humid summers. To this day, 1 have not ~ ; forty-six years later was down one of memories’
had tomatoes as flavorful. We had a television that did byways. A

not work and had no conception of air conditioning.

Book Awards Nominations Sought

by Jerry i related author, be published by a Nebraska publisher,
Kromberg, /”'S.V"”"' ’f’”"ks the third Book Af"”"“" : or have a Nebraska theme or setting.
Treasurer. competition sponsored by the Nebraska Entry fees are $40 per book per category. The
Nebraska Center Center for the Book. i deadline for entries is June 30. Awards will be made

The competition is again open to Nebraska © at the Nebraska Book Festival (formerly the Nebraska
authors or publishers and also to out-of-state authors | Literature Festival), September 13-14 at the Stuhr
or publishers whose books relate to Nebraska in i Museum in Grand Island. Winners receive certificates
some way. The intent, in keeping with the NCB i and award stickers for the books. The books will be
mission, is to recognize the state’s literary talent base on display at the Festival and copies will be placed in
and encourage writers’ efforts. i the Governor’s Mansion library.

The 2002 categories are: Children/Young Adults, Additional information and entry forms are avail-
Poetry, Non-fiction, Fiction, and Cover i able from the Nebraska Library Commission home
Design/llustrations. Entries are encouraged in more page, <www.nlc.state.ne.us>, search on 2002 Book
than one category, with an entry fee required for each : Awards, or contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-2045, 800-

for the Book

QAAlAAWNGH

category. Entries for this year must have been £ 307-2605, fax 402-471-2083 or e-mail

published in 2001 (indicated by the copyright date), <mgeibel@nlc.state.ne.us>. Enter by sending the

be published professionally, have an assigned ISBN i entry form, three copies of the book, and the entry fee
number, and be bound (no loose leaf). They must i to Nebraska Center for the Book Awards, 1200 N

also be written by a Nebraskan, or by a Nebraska- Street, Suite 120, Lincoln, NE 68508-2023. A

page




by Oliver B.
Pollak
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EDITION OF 1890

FINPING LIST

PusLic LisraRry.

by Larry
Holland, 1.ogan
House Press,
2001

ISBN:
0-9674123-3-1

Review by
Gerry Cox,
Editor, Nebraska
Center for the
Book

ne thing leads to another. While

looking something up about Grand

Island at the University of Nebraska at
Omabha Library, I found Finding List of the Grand
Island Public Library, edition of 1899, wedged
between the catalogues of the Boston
Athenaeum and Harvard Library.

The Free Press Book and Job Printing House in
Grand Island printed this 188-page volume.
According to a rubber stamp on page 3, it was
“Acquired December 23, 1940, from The Grand
Island College Library, 1892-1931," a library that
Omaha University had purchased. Another rubber
stamp on the end paper states, “Reconditioned by
Library Service Project Work Projects Administration
Nebraska 8-29-41." I apparently was the first person
to check out this 102-year-old book that had been
sitting on the library shelf for sixty years.

Faded ink on the cover states, “Oct. 1, 19006. This
is out of date. Many of the books listed here have
been worn out. The catalog numbers have been
changed,” and again on the title page, “Oct. 1, 1900.

The inscription “For the Grandfathers, who have
shadowed this track,” indicates the various connec-
tions the late poet Larry Holland had in the 1998
edition of this collection. His poetry reveals the
connections to the earth, the human family, and the
literary life of Nebraska. Nebraska poet Don Welch
commented on Holland’s art in the Foreword, “To use
his own words, he possesses the talent to make a
poem’s pulse thump against the silence of its own
making. Like the land he loves, he has come to own a
poem’s terrain as much as it owns him...”

The poem, “Whether We Know or Not™ explores
the difficulty of identifving migratory birds at a
distance in a late winter Nebraska storm, not sure
about the “first of the great birds whose thousands
sing spring north...” The sound of the sleet drowned
out the “message brought by long-throated disciples
of an uncertain season.” Holland shows us his rela-
tionships with the creatures of the land, his family,
and community—often as uncertain as farming and
hunting. Welch called Holland ““one of the best poets
who can make both a place and its inhabitants tran-
scendent. . .moving away from their localities...but
never forgetting who or what parented them.

Grand island Public Library in 1899

This list is now out of date. The catalogue numbers
have since been changed and many of the books have
since been worn out.”

Credit is given to the nine member City Library
Board, three of whose names are preceded by “Mrs.”
They filled four committees, Claims, Binding and
Supplies, Accounts, and Selection of Books. The
Librarian was Mrs. C. D. Irvine. According to the
Preface the aim of the catalogue was “so that the

i youngest patron can readily find the book or the

author.” The periodicals in the Reading Room
included Omaha Daily Bee, Omaha World Herald,
Chicago Daily Inter-Ocean and five Grand Island

papers, Grand Island Free Press, Grand Island Daily
i Independent, Grand Island Daily Republican,

Grand Island Weekly Democrat, and Central

i Nebraska Republican, plus twenty-four other jour-

Disciples of an Uncertcain
Season and Ocher Poems

i Wherever they go, they walk as
i certain disciples in very certain

¢ Disciples of an Uncertain
i Season and Other Poems. The S

nals, including a donated Christian Science Journal.
The books are catalogued into twenty-four cate-
gories, three of which reflected Grand Island’s
distinctiveness. German Fiction, German Poetry, and
German Miscellaneous total 149 volumes, including
at least five by Schiller and two by Goethe. A

DiscirLES
of an
UNCERTAIN
SEASON

and
OTHER
PoOEMS

seasons.”
The volume has been

reprinted under the title,
Larry Holland

additional poems verify Welch's observations as in
“Try to Remember,” which honors an aged woman

recalling her courtship, “they will bob and weave the
last dance.” Now, “Predictable as winter’s fulfillment/

¢ she sits in her corner/ alone, weaving,/ memory by

memory.” Poet and publisher J.V. Brummels explains
this reprint:

“During his thirty-year career as an instructor at
Northeast Community College, Larry Holland had a
major impact on the landscape of Nebraska poetry.
He organized the Nebraska Poetry Festival, which

i prefigured the Nebraska Literature Festivals and was

instrumental in attracting a wide variety of poets to
Nebraska as visiting writers. He founded Elkbhorn

¢ Review, a poetry magazine that published the work of

established poets across the United States and many

young writers.” A
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Bibliofile: Featuring Jonis Agee, Recipient of the First
NCB Book Award for her novel, The Weight of Dreams, and
keynote speaker at the 2001 NCB annual meeting

by Gerry Cox

JONIS AGEE is

the author of nine
books. She is
Professor of
English and
Creative Writing at
The University of
Nebraska—Lincoln.
She owns

twenty pairs of
cowboy boots
(some of them
works of art), loves
the open road, and
believes that
ecstasy and hard
work are the basic
ingredients of life
and writing.

Q. The 2000 Nebraska Literature Festival held the
Nebraska Center for the Book’s first annual
Nebraska Book Awards. The winner in fiction
was your novel, The Weight of Dreams. How
did you hear about the Nebraska award?

. I was called by Denise Brady of Bradypress in Omaha,
which published a chapbook of one of my stories a
few years ago. She suggested that 1 submit my two
new books—for which I am eternally grateful.

Q. What were your first thoughts when you were
notified you were a winner?

A. 1 didn’t hear a word until the day of the ceremony
because there was a glitch at Viking Publicity. So
basically, the call to find out if I was coming that
evening to the ceremony was the first I knew of the
prize. Of course, I was ecstatic and shocked and so
grateful to the people of Nebraska who welcomed my

work with the award.

Q. Your books have received awards before, The
New York Times Notable Books Award, for
one. How do such awards help your writing?

A. Awards and fellowships mean so much because they
validate what is otherwise a very solitary business—
writing books. I work so hard to create a world that
reflects the way people live and feel, and it means
everything to have those people respond in such a
positive way. I love giving readings and signings and
workshops because I get to interact with people who
read and think about the same things I do.

Q. Who and what compelled you to write?

A. I just always said I was going to be a writer and like
most things we believe with our heart and deepest
self, T guess I believed it into existence, planning my
life so it would happen. I always read like crazy and
still do. Most writers are great readers. We want to
know what other people think and experience and we
want to share what we think and experience. I always
felt that I learned about the possibilities of life from
books and that's how I was able to stand the realities
of life around me. I wanted to give that vision back to

others.

Q. When and where is your favorite time to write?

A. First thing in the morning...but anytime I can grab for
myself too. Ideas and energy sometimes hit in the

middle of the night.

Q. Several of your stories take place near Indian
Reservations. What attracts you to such a

setting?

A. Reservations are islands, worlds within worlds,
parallel universes, countries within countries, and vet
they are often invisible places to the majority culture
outside their boundaries. This creates complexities
within human relations, forcing both worlds to

examine themselves. I'm fascinated by the fact that

these are the two poorest reservations in the country,

with 75—-80% unemployment, and little attention is
paid to this fact. And despite the extreme poverty,

Native religion survives, as profound and moving as

¢ any on earth.

Q. What authors and books were important to

: your growth as a writer? What kinds of books
do you like to read?

A. Everything a writer reads contributes to their
development. I love reading mysteries now because
they are plot driven, with great pacing, and the
language and characters of the best are sharp and full
of energy—something a literary writer needs to pay
attention to. I read the classics very systematically.
Faulkner, Dickens, Mari Sandoz, Flannery O’Connor,
and Eudora Welty all helped me. I went to school on
every poet I could lay my hands on so I could learn
how to use image and metaphor and voice. Michael
Ondaatje and Toni Morrison’s books were wonderful
for showing new forms and worlds.

I've also always read history, psychology, science,
religion, myth, anthropology, and political science.
Right now I'm reading one on the history of space
exploration and astronomy, a dictionary of scientific
and mathematical terms and theories, and James
Hillman’s 7he Force of Character: 1just finished a
history of an English forest over the past thousand
years. I'm about to read Richard Russo’s new novel,
and some more Anita Shreve. I just read Fortune's
Rocks, which T loved and will read all of her books
now.

Q. When and where is your favorite time to read?

A. I carry a book with me constantly. I will and do read
any free moment I have. I read myself to bed every
night, read anytime I'm waiting anywhere, have read
standing up, walking, on planes, trains, in
automobiles, movies, plays, concerts, doctors’ offices,
and in pre-op surgery rooms.

Q. Who would be your ideal literary dining
companions?

A. Flannery O’Connor, my husband Brent Spencer,
William Faulkner, and Grace Paley.

Q. What do you think is the biggest change in the
literary world during your lifetime?

A. The computer, without a doubt, and online
publishing, which is giving voice to hundreds of
thousands of people who previously felt daunted by
writing. Next would be the proliferation of writing
programs around the country, providing training and
producing wonderful new voices. We're in the midst
of an incredible Renaissance in writing and it's the

most thrilling time to be alive. A
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NATIONAL BOOK MONTH, Contact: National Book Foundation, 212-685-0201, <www.nationalbook.org> ...... ... MAY 2002

GET CAUGHT READING MONTH, Contact: Association of American Publishers , 212-255-0200, ext. 257

e WWWPUDUSHErSIOTES sy ws 56 s 5405 g o g pemsaermsbmmen s 54 53550555 5o b REabETER TR 485 8o s oo b e s MAY 2002

Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon, Contact: 402-454-3733, <www.nebraskahumanities.org> . ... .. .. May 15—June 10 ... .. Madison
Lady Vesty Festival, Contact: Superior Chamber of Commerce, 402-879-3419. <www.victorianfestival.info> ... ... ... May 25......... Superior
Beginning Genealogy Workshop Series, Contact: 402-444-4820, <www.omaha.lib.neus> ... ... 00000 . May 25, June 15. ... .. Omaha
“Mayhem in the Midlands™ Mystery Conference, Contact: 402-444-4828, <www.omahalibneus>. . ... ... May 30—June 2 ... ... Omaha
Buffalo Commons Festival, Contact: Steve Batty, 308-345-4021,

<sbatty@mccooknet.com>, <www.buffallocommons.org>. . . ....ov i e e May 31, June 1 ... ... McCook
Lewis & Clark Teachers Institute, Vovage of Discovery with Gary Moulton

Contact: Raymond Screws, 402-474-2131, ext. 15, <ray@nebraskahumanities.org>. . .......... ... . ... . ... June 2—7...... ... Lincoln

Lewis & Clark Teachers Institute, Voyage of Discovery with Hal Stearns

Contact: Raymond Screws, 402-474-2131, ext. 15, <ray@nebraskahumanities.org> .. .............. ... ... ... June 2—14 . ....... Wayne
Mayor's Art Awards, Literary Heritage Award, Contact: Deb Weber, 402-434-2787, <artscene@alltelnet> ... ... .. .. | [111 3 P Lincoln
Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon, Contact: 402-374-1505. <www.nebraskahumanities.org> ... ... .. June 15—July 11 ... .. Tekamah
Sean Doolittle, Novelist, Omaha Public Library, Contact: 402-444-4800, <www.omahalib.neus> .. ... ... .. CJune 16 L. ... Omaha

Bess Streeter Aldrich House Cookout and Concert on the Lawn, Contact: Teresa Lorensen,
102-994-3855; <bsafmus@yahDoiCOmSs, ; ¢ ;s e v s mamu s a8 § 455 L0 0§ P8 5L GEembwaihesess 46§ 7508 s crnpe s JUNEDD <oy Elmwood

Great Plains Studies: Works of Nebraska Writers:

Contact: <www.unk.edw/acad/english/faculty/bloomfields/GreatPlainsStudies/GreatPlainsStudies.html> ... ... ... .. June 24-28 . ... ... Kearney

“Lewis and Clark Trails™ Teachers Institute, A 10-day trip along the Lewis and Clark trail,

Contact: Will Locke, 402-461-7311, <wlocke@hastings.edu>. . . ....... ... ... .. i .. June 26-July 5 ... Hastings

Nebraska Storytelling Festival, Contact: 402-551-4532, <storygalore@home.com>,<www.storvgalore.com>. . . .. June 27 = 30 ... Omaha

NATIONAL LITERACY DAY, Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., 850-629-7989, fax: 856-629-1222 ... ............ S July 2

Great Plains Chatauqua. “From Sea to Shining Sea.” Contact: Barbara McIntyre, 308-754-5313 or

Peter Beeson, 402-474-2131, ext. 17, <peter@nebraskahumanities.org>. . .......... ... .. o L July 12-16.. .. ... .. St Paul

Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon, Contact: 402-292-1880, <www.nebraskahumanities.org> .. . .. July 15=August 18 ... Springfield

Paul Fell, Satirist, Omaha Public Library, Contact: 402-444-4800, <www.omahalibneus>. ... ... July 18 .o Millard

Story Telling OLIO. Norfolk Public Library, Contact: Karen Drevo, 402-644-8710, <kdrevo@cinorfolkneus> ... July 26 ... ... .. Norfolk

8th Annual Literature Festival, Norfolk Public Library,

Contact: Karen Drevo, 402-644-8710, <kdrevo@cinorfolkneus> .. ... ... 111117 Norfolk

Neihardt Day, Contact: John Neihardt Center, 888-777-4007, <neihardt@gpcom.net>, . .. ... . .. G ... August 3 .. ... Bancroft

Lewis & Clark Bicentennial Media Specialist and Librarian Institute, Distance Learning, . ... ... .. covoooo August 14 ... Kearney, Lincoln

Contact: Raymond Screws, 402-474-2131, ext. 15, <ray@nebraskahumanities.org> or North Platte, Omaha

Patty Birch, <pbirch@esul6.org> Valentine, Wayne
Scottsbluff

Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon, Contact: 402-474-5371, <www.nebraskahumanities.org> . ... .. .. Aug, 23-Sept. 2 .. .. .. Lincoln

Steve Langan, Poet, Omaha Public Library, Contact: 402-444-4800, <www.omahalibneus> ... ... .. - August 24 . Omaha

Nebraska Book Festival, Stuhr Museum, Contact: Charles Peek, 308-865-8289, <Capitan@nebi.com>,
<www.stuhrmuseum.org/book.htm> ..o 8ot o oy TS September 13—14 . .. Grand Island
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