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Nari Sandoz Center Opens 
by Gerry Cox, 
Nebraska Center 

for the Book 
Editor M ri Sandoz has 

final(J ' joi1.wd Bess 
Streeter Aldrich, 

\Villa Cathm; andjohn 
Neihardt-Nebraska authors 
who have buildings dedi­
a 1ted to honor them. 

The new Mari Sandoz High 
Plains Heritage Center on the 
Chadron State College campus houses memorabilia 
and photographs, and contains faciUties for activities 
that will foster interest in her writing. The Center, in 
the remodeled college lforary, was dedicaie<l in 
September in a ceremony that included a blessing by 
an Oglala medicine man and the unvciUng of a Life­
size sculpture of Sandoz by Holdrege native, George 
Lundeen. The bronze statue depicts a barefoot Sandoz 
in a flowing skirt and western shirt. 

Speakers at the ceremony included Thomas L. 
Krepel, President of Chadron State College; Ron Hull 
of Lincoln , fri end of Sandoz and President of the Mari 
Sandoz Heritage Society; and Dick Cavett of New 
York, producer of a 1979 television documentary 
about Sandoz <md a long-time member of the 
Heritage Society's Board of Directors. Much of the 

Nebraska Books Honored 
The 2002 NcbnL<;ka Book Awards prognun , spon­

sored by the Nebraska Center for the Book (NCB) , 
recognizes <md honors book-; that are written by 

cbra<;ka authors, published by Nebraska publishers, 
set in NelmL'ika, or concerning Nebraska. This year's 
wi nners arc: 
+ Cover Design/Illustration: All the Horses that 

He 'd Rode, Charles E. Hunt and Daryl Poulin , 
Dagefordc Publishing. 

+ Fiction: A Ca.fecilo Sto1y: El Cuen to Del Ccifecilo , 
juUa Alvarez, Belkis Ramirez, Bill Eichner, Chelsea 
Green Publishing. 

+ Non-Fiction: Cold SnajJ as Yearning, Hobert 
Vivian, University of Nebraska Press. 

Photo courtesy of Mari Sandoz 
High Plains Heritage Center, 
Chadron State College 

dedication ceremony moved into the college audito­
rium during "the first rain all summer"-a ple~L'lant 
irony that Sandoz would have relished. After studenL-; 
of the Mari Sandoz Elementary School in the Millard 
Public School district cut the ribbon to open the 
Center, the public was admitted to tour the new 
facility. 

Sandoz ML<; born south of Hays Springs in 1896 
~md died in l 966 after living in New York City for 
1mmy years. Her nonfiction work'i include Winter 
Thunde1; The Bujjalo Hunters, Crazy Horse, 
Cheyenne Autumn, These Were the Sioux, and the 
story of her father, Old ju/es. Novels include Slogum 
House and The Tom- Walker. She also wrote fiction 
<md nonfiction stories for children. .6. 

+ Non-Fiction Honor Book: The Nature o.f 
Nebraska , Paul A. j ohnsgard, University of 
Nebraska Press. 

+ Poetry: Bui/roarer: A Sequence, Ted Genoways, 
orthc<L'itern University Press. 

+ Poetry Honor Books: Lost in Seward Coun~) ', 

Marjorie Saiscr, The Backwaters Press. 
Trans, Hilda Raz, Wesleyan University Press. 

Books published in 2002 will he eligible fo r the 
2003 Awards program. To receive notification of the 
2003 Book Awards progrmn, contact Mary Geibel , 
402-47 1-2045, 800-307-2665 , e-mail: 
<mgeibel@nlc.state.ne. us>. .... 



Why Have a Center for the Book? 
by Kathy 
Johnson, 

Nebraska Center 
for the Book 

Incoming 
President 

This publication was 
supported in part by the 
Institute of Museum 
and LibrmJ' Services 
tmder the provisions of 
the Library Services and 
Teclmology Act as 
adminstered by the 
state of Nebraska. 
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p:·om time-to-time, people ask me, "~ 
have a center/or the book?" 

They add that they ''just sit down and read a book 
mid sometimes they talk about it with friends or in a 
book club. You don 't need a center to do any of that. 
As the primary relationship is between reader mid 
book, who needs m1 orgm1ization?" I m1swer that a 
center for the book enables a group of individuals 
and representatives of organizations or interest 
groups to suppo11 projects or activities that they 
would be challenged to do alone. The Nebraska 
Center for the Book is a coalition of organizations mid 
individuals working together to promote books mid 
reading. 

To quote John Y. Cole, Director of the Center for 
the Book at the Library of Congress, 

. . . we believe there's such a thing as a commu­
ni~y of the book. This community stretches 
fi'Om the people who create the books, the 
authors, through book designers, publishers, 
printers, booksellers, distributors, librarians, 
scholars, educators, and students, to the public 
in geneml-the reade1: Our focus is quite defi­
nite(y on the reader and reading and on books 
in the culture at large, but we harness the ener­
gies and organizational skills of the book 
professionals for this endeav01: 

Humanities Discourse, September/October, 
1988, Federation of State Humm1ities Councils 

The Articles of Incorporation of the ebraska 
Center for the Book state that " [t)he Center shall act 
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as a catalyst, bringing together individuals mid organi­
zations to build the ebraska community of the book. 
The Center shall serve as a partner and suppo11er of 
programs, events, mid unique projects which cele­
brate the written word." 

What are some of these "programs, events, mid 
unique projects which celebrate the written word?" 
+ The mmual Nebraska Book Festival 
+ Letters about Literature contest 
+ Nebraska Book Awards, which "recognizes mid 

honors books that are written by Nebraska authors, 
published by Nebraska publishers, set in NebnL'>ka, 
or relating to Nebraska" 

+ Jm1e Geske Award, which "recognizes a ebraska 
association, organization, business, library, school , 
academic institution, or other group that has made 
m1 exceptional, long-term contribution to one or 
more of these fields in ebraska: Literacy, 
Reading, Bookselling, Books, Libra1ies, or Writing" 

+ Mildred Bennett Award, which "recognizes m1 indi­
vidual who has made a significmll contribution to 
foste1ing the literary tradition in ebraska" 

+ Web sites for the Nebraska Center for the Book 
(currently under development) ~md the ebraska 
Book Festival 

The ebraska Center for the Book is supported by 
orgmlizational mid individual members, and by 
grm1ts. Therefore, your membership is vi tal to the 
projects of the Center. I hope that you will take the 
time to join the Nebraska Center for the Book or 
to renew your membership for 2003. Thm1ks for your 
past support mid thanks for your continuing or new 
suppo11. .A 
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Nebraska Cente r for t he Book 
Board and Committees 

Publications/Publicity Advertising 

By-Laws 
Joan Birnie, President; Kathy Johnson , Vice 
President/President Elect; Mollv Fisher, P<L't 
President 

Funding/Membership 
Kathy Johnson, Vice President/President 
Elect. Committee Chair: Mollv Fisher, P<L't 
President; Rohen Nedderma;1 ; Connie 
Osborne 

Nebraska Book Festival 
Shellv Clark , Committee Chair; Peter 
Beeson: "l\vyla llansen: Jcnv Krom berg. 
Tre<L'urer; Chuck Peck; Brent Spencer 

Programs/Projects 
Joan Birnie. President, Committee Chair: 
Vicki Clarke; Mel Krutz. Sccreta1y ; 
Linda Trout 

Gerry Cox . Comminec Chai r ; Ol iver Pollak; 
Mary Jo Ryan , staff 

Awards Art Coordinator 
Denise Brady 

;.lehraska Libra1y Commission Director Rod 
Wagner is an ex officio member of all 
committees. 

2003 Nebraska Center fo r t he 
Book Board Meetings 
Februaiy 8 . . . . .. Fremont 
May I 0 . . Lincoln 
August 9 . . .... Kearney 
November 2 . . Lincoln . Annual Meeting 

page. 

n1e NC/3 News can accept up to four 1/8 
page ads for each issue. The adve1tising 
rate is $ 125 fo r 1/8 page. NCB News is 
issued May I , August 15, ;md November I . 
The advc1tising and copy deadline is six 
weeks p1ior to issue date. For detai ls, 
contact Maiy Jo Ryan , Nebraska Cen ter for 
the Book, The At1ium , 1200 N Street, Suite 
120, Lincoln , NE 68508-2023; phone 402-
47 1-2045, 800-307-2665, e-mai l: 
< mjryan @nlc.state.nc.us> . 

711e NC/3 News is published three times a 
year hy the Nebraska Center for the Book, 
The Atrium , 1200 N Street, Suite 120, 
Lincoln , NE 68508-202:1 . Subscription is 
free wi th membership. Editor : Gerry Cox. 
Design and Production : Va.lc1ie Da)10n . 
Staff: Ma1y Jo Ry;m, Jacqueline Crocker, 

Janet Grcscr. Cynthia Hohhs 

All book cover a11 reprinted by permission 
of the publisher. 
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Contributors to the llebraska 
Community of the Book Honored 

:"~(i 

The 2002 Jane Geske 
Award was presented to the 
Mari Sandoz High Plains 
Heritage Center, Chadron 
State College, at the November 
Nebraska Center for the Book 
Annual Meeting. The heritage 
center pays tribute to 

ebraska Hall of Fame author-

the Nebraska Libra1y Commission , 
and a long-time leader in many 

ebraska libra1y mid litermy 
activities. 

The Grand Ishmd Stuhr 
Museum of the Prairie Pioneer was • 
the site of the 2002 Nebraska 

histo1imi Mari Smidoz, who Dan McGlynn, Jeanne Bishop, and Brian 

Book Festival , sponsored by the 
Nebraska Center for the Book. The 
festival provided the oce<L'iion for 
presentation of the NebnL-;ka was born on a Niobrara River Rockey accept the Jane Geske Award. 

homestead south of Hay 
Springs. It perpetuates mid prese1ves the literary 
works mid legacy of Mari Sandoz. The Center also 
se1ves as a repository of High Plains archival mate­
rials, a site for seminars mid workshops, and a new 
western Nebraska tourist attraction. 

The award, established by the Nebraska Center for 
the Book, is presented ~umually to <lll orgmiization , 
business, library, school , association, or other group 
that has made ~lll exceptional contribution to literacy, 
books, reading, librm·ies, or Nebraska literanire. The 
J<me Geske Award commemorates Geske's passion for 
books, mid was established in recognition of her 
cont1ibutions to the well-being of the libra1ies of 
Nebraska. Jane Geske was a fou nding member of the 

ebraska Center for the Book, a former director of 

Center for the Book's Mildred 
Bennett Award and Community Spirit Award. The 
Mildred Bennett Award is given to mi individual 
who provides leadership ~md service in the promotion 
of Nebraska literan1re. This year's recipient w~L'i 

George T. Ayoub II . Ayoub, who is a senior corre­
spondent with the Grand Island Independent, received 
his award as a writer who has fostered Nebraska's 
literary tradition. The Nebraska Book Festival 
Community Spirit Award was presented to S. N. 
"Bud" Wolbach. Wolbach was president of the Stuhr 
Museum's Board of Trustees from 1961 until his 
retirement in 2000. His commitment to community 
se1vice mid to the m1s mid humanities is well estab­
lished throughout Nebraska, mid was ft.111her recog-
nized by the presentation of this award. ~ 

What is t he Nebraska Center for the Book? 

The Nebraska Center for the Book brings together the 
state's readers, w1iters, booksellers, librarians, 
publishers, ptinters, educators, and scholars to build 
the community of the book. We are the people who 
know and love books, and who value the richness they 

bting to our lives. Our Nebraska Center supports 
progran1s to celebrate and stimulate public interest in 
books, reading, and the written word. We have been an 
affiliate of the Center for the Book in the Library of 
Congress since 1990. £ 
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Join the Nebraska 
Center for the Book 

: Name 
I 
I 
I ! Address __________________ _ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ! Phone ____ ________________ _ 
I 
I 

! E-Mail : 
I 
I 
I 

Name/address of a friend who might be 
interested in NCB membership: 

__ $15 Individual Membership 
__ $25 Organizational Membership 
__ $50 Octavo Membership 
__ $ I 00 Qua110 Membership 
__ $250 Folio Membership 

Please send this fonn and a check to: 
Nebraska Center for the Book 
The Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Lincoln, NE 68508-2023 

~----------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- ------------------4 
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Rewiew: Lost in Seward County 
by Marjorie 

Sais er 

The Backwaters 
Press, 2001 

ISBN: 0967714958 

Review by Shelly 
Clark 

If you are planning to travel the roads of rural 
Nebraska ;md need some definitive directions, 
Lincoln poet Marjorie Saiser may not be the one to 
consult. However, if good poetry is your destination , 
Saiser's newest book of poetry, Lost in Seward 
Coun~)', is all the guidance you need. ln the poem 
''Looking for Ted," which inspired the title for the 
book, Sa.iser describes a little odyssey she uninten­
tionally finds herself traveling in order to find the 
rural home of a fellow poet, Ted Kooser, who is 
awaiting her arriv;u, making soup for lunch . 

Once she realizes she's lost, Saiser does what one 
would logically do--stop and ask for directions. This 
takes her to the general store in Malcolm. 

... But the man at her le.ft, dealing, says/you 
can 't miss it, follow the road. He gestures in 
a/direction, and I am dismissed like so much 
srnoke.1 I do indeed follow the road and I do 
what //can 't do-miss it- but it is a fine dt~J ' 

to be lost/ the air so.ft as spring, the water drip­
ping/ off the ea£1es of the farmhouse where I 
pull in;jorji1rther directions, the snow sagging, 
the soil/warming and softening, softening too 
much/because now I am stuck in the yard. 

And this is only the beginning of Saiser's troubles 
as she navigates the back roads of nmu Seward 
County. The tone of the poem is playful , yet in Saiser's 
ma<>terful way, she is able to take it beyond the literal , 
beyond the humorous, to a deeper place where the 
lesson of the poem settles into the hea1t. 

.. . Black mailbox, 
yes. Ted's house, yes, 
but what is ill doing 
on that side of the 
road? No matte1; 
here's/ Ted's 1·ight 
hand e:rtending 
beyond the rim of 
the;jront porch. Here's his flannel shirt, his 
beard/his hug, his plai11s t'.)'e, laconic, blue.las 
if home must be close al hand/dug in, planted, 
las ti ng,lpe11Jetually found. 

Saiser"s map wiU take you beyond north, south , 
cast, or west. It will take you to rich and meaningfu l 
inner l<mdscapes where the world of the imagination 
and human experience juxtapose with the natural 
world of place ;md things. On this journey you wiU 
meet people you know, for Saiser's people transcend 
individual characterizations to become universal in 
their appeal. You will recogni ze their tragedies, their 
triumphs, and thei r joys <L'> they reflect yours and 
those of the characters who people your life. Over 
ru1d over again , in Lost in Seu•ard Coun~)', Saiser 
finds the world again. 

So, that's the ticket. Pick up the book. Open its 
pages. Saiser and her fifty-two poems will welcome 
you to go along for the ride-wherever that may so 
richly lead. Lost in Seward County is Saiser's second 
book of poetry published by Backwaters Press of 
Omal1a and a 2002 NebnLska Book Award Honor 
Book for Poetry • 

Plains Humanities Alliance Established 
The University of Nebraska Board of Regents 

recently approved the University's plan to act as one 
of nine universities chosen by the National 
Endowment fo r the Hwmmities ( EH) to host a 
regional humanities center. In praise of clmL<>ka's 
application to establish the Plains Humanities 
Alliance, the Alliance's broad-based collaboration 
plan was described as a model for this initiative and 
for the hurmmities in general . The NEH committed 
$3 78,900, with a three-to-one match requirement. 

Sue Rosowski serves as Director, with Deborah 
Eisloeffel as Program Coordinator, and Sonja Barber 
providing Web development services. Ted Kooser 
serves as Senior Editor of the "Great Books of the 
Great Plains" project. 

Priority programs include: 
+ "Great Books of the Great Plains," an online, anno­

tated bibliography of up to five hundred of the best 
books about life on the Great Plains 

+ Electronic-based inventory of cultural resources 
+ Monthly colloquium series 
+ Visiting scholars progr:un 
+ 1ational conference on regionalism (proposed for 

Fall 2003) 

For more information contact the Plains 
Hunm1ities Allim1ce at the University of NebnL'ika­
Lincoln , 122 l Seaton Hall , Lincoln , NE 68588-0692 , 
402-472-9478, fmc 402-472-0 127, e-mail: 
<plains I@unl.edu >, 
<www.unl.edu/rcplains/index. html > . 
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Pidures of the Writin9 Habit :\l' 'L. i ... . ' ~~· 
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by OliverB. 
Pollak, 

University of 
Nebraska at 

Omaha 

The afternoon sun 
lit up Tillie's hair. 
She talked about 

her young friends, 
up-and-coming 

poets, local and 
world politics, 

threats of war, her 
children, and her 

grandchildren. 

f'Ttttie Olsen's midwestern roots are well 1 known to Nebraska readers. 

For most of her adult life she Lived with her 
husband Jack in San Francisco. In the 1990s Tillie 
moved to a charming two story "converted barn" in 
Berkeley, behind her daughter's house. In May 2002, 
Kay Walters of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 's 
Love Library Special Collections, my wife Karen, our 
sons Aaron and Noah, and I visited the nonagenarian . 
The path and the house were surrounded by lush 
foLiage. Tillie is Lively, engaging, loquacious, and 
gregarious. And we were there to Listen. Long lines of 
people wait patiently at book signings as she chats 
with book buyers before she inscribes tl1e books in 
her miniscule handwriting. 

Editor's Note: For more information about Tillie 
Olsen's life and work see the Nebraska Center for 
Writers Web site, 
<mockingbird.creighton.edu/ncw/olsen.htm>. 
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Tillie's bookshelves contain poetry, women's 
literature, biography, and books on workers and 
race. Her books and manuscripts are destined for 
the Stanford University archives. They will be 
packed, shipped, unpacked, accessioned, and 
reshelved, probably losing Tillie's sense of order. 
Shelving our books in familiar groupings allows us to 
lay our hands on a volume for reference or for a 
friend, even if we have not touched it for years. The 
archeology of reading and rereading leaves a trail of 
underlining, highlighting, marginalia, bookmarks, 
folded corners, and less invasive slips of paper and 
Post-It notes. Cauliflower plumes crown Tillie's 
well-worked books. Photographs, postcards, and 
greeting cards stand propped against book spines. 

This desk with typewriter and writing paraphernalia 
is in the bedroom. Pictures include her parents, Ida 
and Sam Lerner, her daughters, and her 
grandchildren. In the upper left is the iconic 
Frida Kahlo. .A. 

Annual Meetin9 Features Marjorie Saiser 

Marjorie Saiser 
talks about book 
cover selection. 

~" 

The Nebraska Center for the Book Annual 
Meeting was held in November at tile Loren 
Corey Eiseley Bnmch, Lincoln City Libraries. The 
Jane Geske Award was presented to tile Mari 
Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center, 
Chadron State College (see related story on page 
1) . The Nebraska Book Award winners were 
recognized in a special presentation , with Laura 
Holmquist accepting tl1e award for Fiction in the 
nan1e of her brotl1er and sister-in-law, Bill 

Eichman and Julia Alvarez (see related story on 
page 1). Their book, A Cafecito Story: El Cuento Del 
Cafecito , is set in the Dominican RepubLic on an 
organic coffee farm , and is based on the Altagracia 
(High Grace) farm owned by the authors. We cele­
brated tl1e award with freshly brewed Cafe 
Altagracia-aptly described by Alvarez as "a rich, 
dark nectar fit for the gods, fresh from our farm ." 

ebraska Center for the Book president Joan 
Birnie reviewed 2002 activities and 2003 Nebraska 
Center for the Book board members were elected. 
Marjorie Saiser read from her books of poetry and 
shared her experiences as a writer. Saiser's book, 
Bones of a Vmy Fine Hand (Backwaters Press, 
2000) , won the 2001 Nebraska Book Award for 
poetry and Lost In Seward County (Backwaters 
Press, 200 1) was nan1ed a 2002 poetry honor book 
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Her most recent book is Moving 
On (Lone Willow Press, 2002) . 

Laura Holmquist accepts the 
Nebraska Book Award for 
Fiction. 

... 
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Commiffee Seeks Contest Publicity Ideas 

, .. ~'E 

Since tlie 2003 Letters About Literature contest ha'i 
entered the judging phase, this is a good time to eval­
uate our publicity activities. The ebnL'ika Center fo r 
the Book Publicity Committee is soliciting suggestions 
about how to get more Nebrm;ka young people to 
enter the contest. Letters About Literature is a national 
reading promotion fo r children <md young adults , 
sponsored by the Center fo r the Book in the Libra1y of : 
Congress mid the Weekly Reader C01voration , ~md ~ 
locally coordinated through the ebnL'ika Center for 
the Book. 

Contest participants compete on three levels, 
grades 4-6, grades 7-8, <md grades 9-12. Young 
readers arc a'iked to write a letter to an author, Living 
or dead, explaining how that author's work ch<mged 
their view of the world or themselves. Contest winners 
will be <mnounced in April during ational Libraty 
Week. 1\vo national winners in each competition level 
will receive a $500 cash award. The 1ebraska Center 
for the Book will select state finali sts to be honored 
by the governor <md receive cash mid other prizes. 
The following excerpts from previous ebra'ika 
ent1ies demonstrate the value of tliis project. 

Ben Keele of Hastings won first place at the senior 
level in the state competition last year. Ben was also a 
senior level runner-up in the national competition. 
Here is mi excerpt from his letter to Ayn R<md 
regarding her novel , The Fountainhead: 

Another point I found intriguing was your 
conception of man 's self-realization mid his 
place in society. First, I agree \vi th you tllat inno­
vative ideas come from individual people. 
Therefore individual rights should be maxi­
mized to provide the optimal environment in 
which people cmi do what they wish, limited 
only by society's obligation to protect itself. But 
while self-realization mid independence m·c 
impo1tant, I think you place them too high on 
the moral ladder. You advocate that people 
should only act if their actions directly advmice 
their self-interest. Fu11hermore, you claim that 
no individual has an obligation to help miyonc 
else. While I do not think the government 
should enforce altrui sm, I think people do have 
a moral obligati on to help each other at ti mes, 
mid I think happiness mid self-realization arc 
achieved by al truism. 

NebnL'ika's junior level winner in 2002 was 
Elizabeth McKim , who attends Humboldt-Table Rock­
Steinauer Middle School. Elizabeth wrote a letter to 
Eli zabeth George Spear to di scuss her book, The Sign 
of the Beaver. An exce1vt from her winning ent1y 
fo llows: 

I never have read a book that made the Indians 
so fri endly. It showed me how two, ve1y di ffe rent 
cultures can bind together and help each other 
out. It showed me that being generous could 
save someone's Life. 

I now realize how hard it is to live with only the 
simplest tools . Now I can 't complain if I etm't 
get something I want, but don 't need. I don 't 
know if I could live Like the characters did, 
since I have been sheltered by technology my 
entire life. 

TechnolOf,'Y has changed the way I Li ve, <md 
other people in the world , and if taken away, it 
would completely change eve1yone's li fe . 

l~ead Nebraska's 2002 winning entries in their 
entirety on the I.ibra1y Commission Web site, <www. 
nlc.state. ne. us/li bdev/I al/prcvi ouswi n ners. h tm I>. 

This year, publicity activi ties included two news 
releases, mailed to 429 news media outlets; 1,000 
flyers distributed at workshops and seminars for 
writers, teachers, and librarians; group e-mail 
messages sent to librari ~ms ; and newsletter articles in 
NCB News, as well as other specialty newsletters (for 
homeschoolers, librarians, etc.). 

The most cost-effective way to reach large groups 
of school personnel is through e-mail , but we have 
not been unable to access these e-mail groups. The 
committee would like your help in reaching these 
groups. Please contact Mary Jo Rymi , 402-471-:WH, 
800-307-2665, e-mail : <mj1yan@nlc.state.ne. us> if 
you Gm distribute information about this contest or if 
you have ideas for contest publicity for next year. .A. 

Troy Johnson, libraiian at the Creighton 
Law Library, developed an online librarian's 
book club to read and discuss books about 
libraries and the library profession. A new 
book is selected every two months, see the 
Librarian 's Book Club at Bibliofuture: The 
Future of the Library and the Book, 
<www. bibliofuture.com>. A 

page • 



111('llCBNews 

ReYiew: Peace Like a River 
by Leif Enger 

Grove Press, 
2002, 
ISBN: 

0802139256, 
Paperback. 

Review by Fran 
Reine hr 

In this tale of generosity, filial commitment, and 
heart, Peace like a River remjnds us of the restora­
tive power that great literature provides for us. This 
story, set in Minnesota and North Dakota in the 1960s 
with breathtaking descriptive accuracy, is an historic 
quest, a tragedy, and a love sto1y. However, this story 
is also a meditation on the possibility of magic in our 
everyday lives. 

As difficult as the story becomes, we are not left 
bereft , but uplifted, because of the strength of the 
people we meet. They include Jeremiah, the father 
who demonstrates courage and parental devotion ; 
sons Rueben and Davy; and Swede, the nine-year-old 
daughter who asks if "it is hubris to believe we all live 

epics?" jeremial1 attends to 
his three children , with no 
mother in the picture. He 
beUeves that each of their 
lives matter in every way and 
that it us up to him to be <m 
honest model. Enger's at1istic 
telling of this sto1y provides 
us with a warmhea11ed tale. The story, written in 
lyrical prose, helps remind us how easy it is to fall in 
love with some people who come to us in a sto1y. For 
me, these are real people whom I would like to cal l 
on the phone to see if thjngs are going all right. .A. 

550 A«end One Book-One Lincoln 
Author Event 
Photos courtesy of 

Lincoln City 
Libraries 

·"~'i 

Lincoln Mayor Don Wesely commented that he 
really enjoyed circling the parking lot, hunting for a 
parking place in order to attend a libra1y event. 
Approximately 550 Lincoln readers, m~my with books 
in hand, hunted along with him , determined to attend 
the final One Book-One Lincoln program, a visit 
by Plainsong author Kent Haruf. One Book- One 
Lincoln is a communjty reading program co-spon­
sored by Lincoln City Libraries and the Lincoln 
journal Star, with funding from Bryai1LGH Merucal 
Center, Lincoln Community Foundation , <md the 
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc. The program encour­
aged all adults in Lincoln ai1d Lancaster County to 
read and ruscuss the same book at the same time, 
creating a community-wide reading ai1d ruscussion 
experience to encourage reading and rualogue. 

Lincoln readers embraced One Book--One 
Lincoln. 4,007 volumes of Plainsong were checked 
out of the libra1ies, including hardbound, paperback, 

books-on-tape <md compact ruse formats. More that1 
1200 copies were sold in Lincoln bookstores. Forty­
three discussion groups were held at the libra1ies, in 
residences, in schools, ai1d churches. Local commu­
nity radio station KZUM nm three special one-hour 
Booktalk shows to explore the phenomena. Special 
adult Ubrary programs explored Plains music, 
photography, gm·dening, and writing. Haruf's presen­
tation and reading was taped and broadcast on 
communi ty television. 

Evaluations are sti ll being tallied, but preliminaiy 
results indicate that most readers thought Plainsong 
was a good choice ai1d that the libraiy should phm to 
do it agllin. Barbara Hansen, Lincoln City Libraries 
spokesperson , summed up the expe1ience, "All-in-all , 
l don 't think we could have asked for anything 
better." For more information see the libra1y Web 
site, <www. lcl .li b.ne.us/info/obol.htm>. .A. 

Left: Library Director Carol Connor welcomes the 
crowd to the Haruf program. 

Center: Lincoln Mayor Don Wesely congratulates 
Lincoln City Libraries and the Lincoln Journal Star 
on the success of the One Book-One Lincoln 
community reading program. 

Right: Author Kent Haruf addresses the audience. 
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llebraska Book Festival Draws 705 

T:1e ebraska community of the book cele­
brated "A Sense of Time, A Sense of Place" at 
he 2002 Nebraska Book Festival at the Stuhr 

Museum in Gnmd Island. Sponsored by the ebraska 
Center for the Book, Nebraska Humanities Council , 
Stuhr Museum, and the Center for the Book in the 
Library of Congress, the Festival CommHtee obtained 
local support from Rinder Printing, Kim and Tom 
Dinsdale, H & H Distributing, Grand Island 
Community Foundation , St. Fnmcis Medical Center, 
P1incipal Financial Group, Go Hastings, Fonner Park, 
AT&T, Carnegie Corp. of America, Home Federal 
Savings & Loan , Eakes Office Plus, Equitable Federal 
Savings Bank, City of Gnmd Island, Grand Island 
Independent , Holiday Inn , Snow's Floral , Skagway, 
Pizza Hut, and Arby's. 

Highlights of the Festival included: 
+ Student Day on F1iday, attended by I 90 

+ Friday B<mquet, attended by I 97 and featuring Bob 
Greene, author of Once Upon a Town: The 
Miracle of the North Platte Canteen as keynote 
speaker 

+ Saturday Keynote, featuring John Sorensen on 
Grace Abbott's impact on social reform 

+ Picnic with Poets 
+ Special Children's Prognumning 
+ Workshops: Eiseley, Ncihardt, Aldrich, Sandoz, 

Morris, AfriGm American Homesteaders, Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, Fiction Writing, 'md others. 

+ Readings: Poetry ru1d Fiction , including Chaparral 
Poets ru1d others 

+ Outdoor Fair: Book Vendor Displays 
+ Book Binding Demonstration 
+ Open Microphone 
+ Gathering of the Groups (sec related article below) 
+ Native American Storytelling 

Next year's festival will be hosted by Creighton 
niversity in Omaha. .._ 

Historic Gathering of Groups Held 

T:he first statewide gathering of Book 
Discussion and Writing Groups assem­
bled this fall at the Nebraska Book 

Festival, after partici/Jcmts re::.ponded to the 
Nebraska Center/or the Book survey (see rel.ated 
article on page 9) . 

It was ru1 hhtoric happening. The auditorium was 
full . The participru1ts networked ru1d shru·ed. Print and 
online resource Lists for readers and writers were 
made available, m1d the participants responded to the 
question, "What makes belonging to a book discus­
sion or writing group me<mingful to you?" A cumula­
tive report of those ~mswers is fo rthcoming. 

University Receives Federal 
Preservation Grant 

Readers of Walt Whitm'm will find that the elec­
tronic age offers new access m1d insights into the 
I 9th-century American poet's writings. The niversity 
of Nebraska-Lincoln recently received a $276,000 
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services for a two-year project, "A Virtual Archive of 
Whitman's Manuscripts." The project is a collabora­
tion between faculty members Ken Price, Hilleg<L'iS 
chair in 19th century American literature in the 

A highlight of the event was recognition of Billie 
Snyder Thornburg from orth Platte , who at age 
ninety had just published her first book. An outcome 
of the meeting, during the Book Discussion Group 
session with Laureen Riedesel, was a request that this 
be followed up with "an ultimate happening with 
related events," possibly before or after the Book 
Festival, or at <m entirely different time-a thing of its 
own to not interfere with the rest of the Book Festival 
schedule. Special th,mks go to Laureen Riedesel m1d 
Don Welch for leading the breakout groups. .._ 

depmtment of English , and Katherine Walter, special 
collections ru1d preservation chai r in University 
Libraries. They will create a finding aid to m1 esti ­
mated 70,000 Walt Whitman 1mmuscripts in more 
than sixty institutions. For more information see the 
University of ebraska- Lincoln Web site, 
<www. unl.edu/ pr/2002/ 1002/ I 0 I 602ru1 ews.html>. ... 
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llebraska Readers Span Three Centuries 
by Mel Krutz 

~~Cc 

T:e Nebraska Centerfor the Book, an 
ciffiliate of the Center for the Book in the 
Library of Congress, is in the process of 

conducting a Book and Writing Group Survey of 
our state. 

The most enjoyable part of this search is commu­
nicating with the people who send information and 
receiving interesting data about the groups that give 
them Uterary sustemmce. 

Seven of the groups have been in existence since 
Benjamin Harrison and Grover Cleveland were presi­
dents, and there are records to prove it-the days of 
big wheel bicycles and knickers, of hoop skirts and 
shirtwaists. The very oldest group that h<L<; responded 
(so far) is the George Eliot Club of Hastings, begun 
Dec. 15, 1889. Hastings histori<m Dorothy Weyer 
Creigh explains that the name came about because 
they chose as their first reading a book on the Ufe of 
George EUot, who was considered "an outstanding 
and most controversial authoress in the nineteenth 
century and these ladies had courage to have chosen 
her works and Ufe to study." When "they followed it 
up with some of her novels, they were soon called 
'The George EUot Cl ub,' <md the name stuck. " 

Mrs. Creigh goes on to explain that the group was 
a study club. Members presented lessons <md 
prepared papers in the summers <md selected a book 
in accordance with the topics. "Each member bought 
his own book and passed it among members, <md 
ML'> expected to read the book before the next 

meeting." (Note that the 
pronoun used in that 
sentence for this group of 
twelve women readers met 
the expected gnu111nar usage 
of that era.) Today a 
member, in turn , presents a 
review for discussion. The 
hL-;t original survivor of the 
group, Mrs. Creigh tells us , 

Mel Krutz gathers information about Reading and 
W riting Groups at the October Ne braska Library 
Association/Ne braska Educational Media 
Association Conference. 

·'was Mrs. Ragan , founder of the club, who died in 
Rainier, Alberta, Ctuiada in 1945.'" Her participation 
could easily have sp<umed fifty years. 

Fortnightly, of Beatrice, bcg<m Sept. 10, 1892 
and Musigma, of Omal1a, beg<m the same year. 
Musigma has an extensive and fascinating history 
written by one of its members, Oliver Pollak. The 
second group in Beatrice (that we know of) beg<m 
exactly one hundred years later in 1982 at the 
Beatrice Public Library. Current member, Katherine K. 
Kilpatrick, tells us that ''Foru1ightly ha-; minutes from 
every meeting, dating back to the original meeting. 
Excerpts from those old meetings are read today. 
Some are amusing reminders of days past. Poems, 
songs, and memorials from the archives are <Uso 
occasionally used today, as is the tradition of begin­
ning the meetings by shaking hands-keeping tradi­
tions alive." 

Hastings h<L<; three of the oldest groups we know 
of. In addition to the George Eliot Club, the Round 
Table of Hastings began in 1893 m1d the American 
Literature Club begtu1 in 1895. One of the Round 
Table members , Oline Marvel , continues to partici­
pate after sLxty-some years, <Uong with Mrs. Hal 
Lainson and one other member for nearly as long. 
Some present members arc third generation. This 
was the second book club in I lastings to be formed. 
They develop their book li sL-.; around a theme for 
each year. In 2001 the theme was '·looking forward , 
looking back. .. 

The American Literature Club of Hastings, 
and the Ladies Columbian Reading Club of 
Rushville formed in 1895 , <Uong with Friends in 
Council of Tecumseh in 1894, are the "youth" of 
the oldies. 

If you belong to or know about a book or writing 
group that is not yet in the survey, contact Mel Krutz, 
402-643-3464 , e-mai l: <ck34938@alltcl.net> with 
your munc and address. Information about this 
search will be sent to you. The search for groups 
concludes this December. ... 
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State Center Idea Exchan9e: 
The Center for t he Book 

by Kathy 
johns on 

Each year in the spring, state centers for the book 
send their coordinators to Washington , DC to meet 
their counterparts from all over the country, to share 
ideas about prognm1s and projects, and to visit the 
Center for the Book at the 1Jbra1y of Congress. Last 
May, as incoming president of the ebraska Center 
for the Book, I participated in this exchange. 

On Sunday evening, at an excellent Hunan Chinese 
restaurant, we began our meeting. Within a few 
moments, I met coordinators who had been with 
their state centers for over a decade and some who 
were just establishing state centers. I also met John Y. 
Cole, who has headed the Center for the Book at the 
Ubrary of Congress since its inception in 1977. As the 
banquet ended, a brief business meeting was 
conducted and Cathy Gourley presented a national 
overview of the "Letters about Literature" program. 

Monday morning we gathered for a continental 
breakfast in the Madison Building. After breakfast, we 
all took our places around an enormous rectangle of 
tables, with microphones in front of us and posters 
and flyers about the programs of the centers fl anking 
us around the room. Mr. Cole welcomed the assembly 
anc.I we introduced ourselves <md our state affiliations. 
Seeing so many people from so many parts of the 
country b1ings home how much energy and interest 
there is for these centers' activities. I fo und that 
browsing the posters and Literature displays was one 
of the most valuable parts of the meeting. I also 
learned that some Centers are based in their state 
humanities councils and that others have other 
administrative arrangements. Perhaps most impor­
tant, I learned that each of the centers-even those 
with paid staff- have no more th'm two or three 
prognuns. Some Centers put all their energy into one 
prognun. 

Program presentations followed. One discussion 
centered on the second ational Book Festival (see 
related article on page 11) . The afternoon session 
focused on administrative matters including board 
structure, fundraising, partnerships, and prognun­
ming. Former Librarian of Congress Daniel Boorstin 
and his wife made an apperu·ance during the day. At 
the closing reception, Jan1es Billington, Librru·iru1 of 
Congress, made some remarks. 

On 1\.1esday, a series of state center small meetings 
were held, but I opted to participate in the national 
library legislative day instead. I joined the ebraska 
delegation , a group of Nebraska librari ~ms 'md 
trustees, headed by ebraska Library Commission 

,,, .... ,, , 

Nebraska library representatives participating in Library 
Legislative Day are pictured above (I. to r.) Diana Johnson, 
Director of the Stromsburg Public Library and co-chair of 
the Nebraska Library Association Legislative Committee; 

Kathy Tooker, Eastern Library System Administrator; Kris 
Rogge, Nebraska Library Commission member; Brenda 

Ealey, Southeast Library System Administrator; Kathy 
Johnson, Universi ty of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries 

Reference Department and President of the Nebraska 
Center for the Book; Rod Wagner, Director of the 

Nebraska Library Commission; and Sara Schott, Southeast 
Library System Administrative Assistant. 

Director Rod Wagner. Together we walked from one 
Nebraska Congressional office to ~mother, presenting 
congressional staff with information about Libra1y­
related legislation. Senator Chuck Hagel personally 
greeted our group. 

Participating in this exch<mge helped to ground 
me in the national aspects of the Center for the Book 
~md increased my understanding of the role and activ­
ities of the ebraska Center for the Book. 
Pa11icipating in the legislative day enhanced my 
understanding of the importance of telling our sto1y 
to our legislators. I have already used some of this 
knowledge ~md hope to continue to apply it 
throughout my year as President of the Nebraska 
Center for the Book. • 

-"~" 
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llacional Book Fescival Held in Washin9con DC 
by Maryjo 

Ryan, Nebraska 
Library 

Commission 

I'm dodging the puddles (and something that 
looks like it could be a squashed rat) on the street 
and I'm thinking, "So what if we had a national 
festival to celebrate books, writing, <md reading <md 
nobody crune?" What if the nation 's capitol was 
locked in the grip of fear of random violence and 
people were encouraged by law enforcement to stay 
home ... close the drapes .. .fear their neighbors? Well, 
of course that was the situation in Washington , DC in 
October <md despite sniper fire mid the remnants of 
the previous day's rain , people did come to the center 
of the community to celebrate the only thing that ever 
does overcome fear-ideas. 

For nine hours on October 12 , the West Lawn of 
the U.S. Capitol was <m ishmd of rational discussion , 
imagination , <md joy in the middle of a fearful 
metropolis. More thru1 seventy authors and story­

tellers joined basketball stars, children's 
storybook characters, reading advocates, 
musiciru1s, food vendors , librari<ms, and 
45 ,000 book lovers of all ages to create a 
city of our own, a community of the book. 

In the Pavilion of the States, Broken Bow 
Public Library Director Joan Birnie mid I 
joined representatives from nearly every 
state, sharing information about our litera1y 
heritage, encouraging kids to find Nebraska 

on the map, and stamping their maps with the image 
of a literaiy character we selected to typify our state, 
The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses, by Paul Goble. We 
handed out crayons (courtesy of the Nebraska 
Soybe<m Board) , dispensed Kool-Aid invented in 

ebraska (courtesy of the Hastings Museum) , and the 
visitors told us great stories. Stories of previous lives 
lived on the Plains and stories of relatives ru1d friends, ' 
usually ending with, " ... you wouldn 't happen to 
know so-ru1d-so, would you? They live in Lincoln , or 
Kearney, or North Platte, or Hemingford." We didn 't 
sit down for hours. We didn 't see Clifford the Big Red 
Dog or the Let's Read America Traveling Theatre 
Extravagru1za. We didn't hear Anita Shreve, Tony 
Hillermru1, Vine Deloria Jr., Eric Carle, David 
McCullough , or First Lady Laura Bush. We didn 't buy 
books ru1d get them signed. But we could almost 
hear the live music over the excited voices of children 
and their parents, and we decided that these voices 
are the real music. In the words of a song, 
Woodstock , by Joni Mitchell: 

And I feel like rm a cog in something turning/ 
And maybe it's the time of yeail 
Yes and maybe it's the time of man/ 
And I don 't know who I am/ 
But life is for learning. ..&. 

Rewiew: When They Were Youns 
by Robert 

Coles, M.D. 
Kales Press & the 

Library of 
Congress, 2002. 

ISBN: 
0-9670076-5-8, 

Hardcover. 

Review by john 
Keller 

i7 ~''" 

Pulitzer Prize winner, author, <md renowned child 
psychiatrist Rober1 Coles joined with the Library of 
Congress and Kales Press to publish this collection of 
photographs of children. There arc seventy-eight 
black and white tritone images in this volume, taken 
from the exhibition entitled When They Were Young: 
A Photographic Retrospective of Childhood, at the 
Library of Congress Sept. 26, 2002 through March 
22 , 2003. 

There is a timelessness found in photographs of 
children, ;md the selections presented in this collec­
tion capture the joy, the innocence, the wonder, and 
often , the sorrow that childhood holds. The clothing 
and surroundings might betray the era, but the eyes 
and expressions could be found at any time 
throughout our histories. This colJection spans nearly 
the entire history of photography, ru1d includes the 
works of photographers such as Edwin S. Curtis, 
Dorthea Lru1ge, .Jack Dehmo, ;md rrnmy others. Curtis ' 
photos include Eskimo ;md Native Amerietm children 
that are beautiful , technical masterpieces conceived 

in the confines of the 
studio. Others were obvi­
ously taken cru1didly, in 
the child's natural envi­
ronment. 

Each of the photos is 
described with the 
photographer's name, the 
year or period it was 
taken, and the photographic media. Dr. Coles offers a 
narrative to the photographs, and by the time I had 
made it halfway through this lumdsome volume, I 
found it fai· more rewarding to snrdy the photographs 
before reading the commentary. As a portrait <md 
wedding photographer, my efforts were nearly always 
a blending of the technical a11d the emotional. In 
retrospect, <md even with my own notes of a partic­
ular event , I often find a photograph conveys the 
intended emotional response with few, if any words. 
This exquisite, Iai·ge volume gives lasting credence to 
the adage "a picture is worth a thousm1d words. " ..&. 
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Journey into Christmas with Bess Streeter Aldrich , Contact: Teresa Lorensen, 
402-994-5855, <bsafmus@yahoo.com>, <www.lincolnne.com/nonprofit/bsaf> . ... .. Dec. 19, 20, 28, 29 . Elmwood 

John Neihardt Center: Author David Bristow, .. A Dirty Wicked TOlm, .. 
Contact: 888-777--t667. <neihardt@gpcom.net> .............. . . ... J<ul . 12. . . . . Bancroft 

John H. Aines Reading Series: Steve Buhler, .. Shakespeare and the Cinema:· 
Jiuie Pope Geske Nebraska I leritage Room of Nebraska Authors, Contact: Jomma Lloyd, '102-44 1-8516, 
<heritage@mail.lcl .lib.ne.us>, <www. lcl.lib.ne. us/depL.Jhr/front.htm > . . . . . .... . Jim. t 6 ....... Lincoln 

Paul Olson Seminar: Mark Engler, .. A '\ational Monument to Homesteading: 
Homestead National Monument of America in Beatrice ,"· Contact: Great Plains Studies, 
402-472-3082 , <kweide l@unl.edu >, <\V\vw.unl.edu/plains/events/seminars.html> . . . Jm1. 22 .. Uncoln 

sed Book Sale, Lincoln Area Retired Teachers, Westfield Shoppingtown Gatewav 
Contact: 402-466-9022 , 402-489-6438 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2'1-27 . . . Lincoln 

Research & Region Conference: ·nines of Sorrow, Ttmes of Gr.tee. 
Contact: Plains Hu1rnu1ities Allim1ce, l 'N-L. '!02-'172-9'178, <deisloeffel t@unl.edu >, 
<W\V\v.unl.edu/ rcplains/index.html> ................... . . ............... ..... Jm1. 27 .. Lincoln 

Lunch at the Library with Writer Karen Shoemaker, :\ebraska Utera1y Heritage Association 
Bennett Martin Ubra1y, Contact: <heritage@mail.lcl .lib.ne.us> . .............. . . . Feb. 4. ... Lincoln 

Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery Reopening, Contact: Jessica Kennedy. 402-472-2461, 
<jkennedy7@unl.edu>, <sheldon .unl.edu>.. . . . . ...... . . . Feb. 15. . . Lincoln 

Bess Streeter Aldrich Birthday Celebration, Contact: Teresa Lorensen. 402-994-3855 , 
<bsafmus@yal100.com>, <W\V\V.lincolnne.com/nonprofit/bsaf> . . . . . . . . ...... . .. ... . . ... . Feb. 16 .. . .. .. Elmwood 

Paul Olson Seminar: William Whitney, .. Prairie Plains Resource Institute: Uuid Trust 
on the Great Plains, .. Contact: Center for Great Plains Studies, 402-472-:\082 , <kweide l@unl.edu >, 
<\V\V\v.unl. edu/plains/evcnL.Jseminars.html>....... ... . . ... Feb. 19 ..... . . Lincoln 

John H. Aines Reading Series: Poet Hilda Raz, Trans. Jane Pope Geske :'\ebraska 
I le1itage Room of '\ebraska Authors, Contact: Jomma Lloyd. 44 1-85 16, <he1itage@mail.lcl .lib.ne. us>, 
<www. lcl.lib.ne.us/depts/hr/front.hun> . . . ........... . ....... .. ............ . ... . Feb. 20 . . . . Lincoln 

30th Annual Nebraska State Reading Council Conference. Contact: Tom I l<msen, 
:108-865-85:17. <hansent@unk.edu > . . . . . . . . . . .......... . . . .. Feb. 20-22 ...... Kearne\' 

Rural Voices Reading, Christopher Gustafson . Contact: Center for Great Plains Studies. 
-t02- -t 72-:1082. <cgps@unl.edu >. <W\1w.unl.edu/plains/about/about.html> .......... .......... . ... Feb.2.). . Uncoln 
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