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llebraska Writin9 Project 
Honored at Annual Meetin9 

Mbraska book lovers (readers, writers, 
booksellers~ librarians, publishers, 
printers, educators, and scholars) gath­

ered at the Nebraska Centerfor the Book annual 
meeting to enjoy a multi-media presentation, 
featuring poett:J' by jj. McKenna and photo­
graphs by Phil Smith. 

The Jane Pope Geske Award for exceptional 

contribution to literacy, books, reacting, libnu·ies, 

bookselling, or writing in Nebraska was presented to 
the Nebraska Writing Project. The Nebraska 

Writing Project is a net\vork of teachers, elementaJy 

through college, who are devoted to the improvement 

of writing instruction in Nebraska. It is Nebraska's 

site for the National Writing Project. Since its begin­

nings in 1977, tJ1e Nebraska Writing Project h<L'> 

worked with more th<m twelve hundred teachers. 

The award w<L'> accepted by Dr. Robe11 Brooke, 

NelmL<>ka Writing Project Director (University of 

NelmL'>ka - Lincoln) , lmd Co-clirectors Sharon 

Bishop (I lea11hmd Community Schools, Henderson) , 

J<me Connealy (Pius X High School, Lincoln) , <md 

Kristine Kuhn (Seward High School) . The award, 

established by tJ1e Nebraska Center for the Book and 

presented <urnually, commemorates Geske's passion 

for books. It was established in recognition of her 

contribution to the well-being of U1C libraries of 

Nebraska. Jane Geske wlL'l a founcling member of the 

'.'-Jebraska Center for the Book and a long-time leader 

in NebnL'ika libraty and literary activities. 

The annual meeting also featured Letters about 
Literature national award winner Jackson Fisher 
reading his letter to Carl lliatL'>en. The <mnual meeting 

was held at the Bess Dodson Walt Branch of Lincoln 

City Libraries in November. .A. 

2 004 Book Awards Competition Winners 
The Nebra-,ka Book Awards program, sponsored 

by the Nebraska Center for tJ1e Book (NCB) and 

supported by the Nebraska Libra1y Commission , 

recognizes <md honors books that arc written 

by Nebraska authors, published by NebnL'>ka 

publishers, set in Nebra<;ka, or concernjng 

ebnL-;ka. This year 's winners arc: 

.A. Anthology: Road Trip: Conversations 
with Writers, Shelly Clark, Ma1;oric 

Sajser, (editors) , The Backwaters Press 

.A. Children: 7he Ring Beat; N.L Sharp, 

Michael T. ll<L'>slerJr. (illustrator) , 

Dageforde Publishing, Inc. 

.A. Young Adult Honor Book: Free to Drink the 
Wind. Ruth Foreman, Beaver Books 

.A. Cover/Design/Illustration: Noad Trip: 
Conversations with Writet:'>, Shelly Clark, 

Marjorie Sajser, (editors), Randy Barger (cover 

photo) , Chris Bristol (cover design ), The 

Backwaters Press 

.t.. Fiction: Acts ~f love on Indigo Road, Jonis Agee, 
Coffee House Press 

.A. Non-Fiction: Nestoring the Burnt Child: A 
Primm; William Kloefkorn , University of Ncbr<L'>ka 
Press 

.t.. Poetry: Potato Soup, 'l\vyla I l<msen, The 

Backwaters Press ... 



Jane Austen: Still Crazy about Her after All These Years 
Guest Editorial 
by Rivkah Sass, 

Omaha Public 
Library 

Special guest Mark 
Turner, a Regency 
games enthusiast, 

entertains with 
charades (rhyming 

riddles of the 
Regency Era), the 
game that tripped 

up Emma. 

Tbis pub/icalio11 was 
supjXJrted in /x1rt by tbe 
Institute of Museum 
and library1 Services 
under tbe provisions of 
/be Library1 Services and 
Teclmology Act as 
administered by tbe 
state of Nebraska 
tbrougb !be Nebraska 
Library Commission. 
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1.ne Austen lived for a mere forty-one years 
and le.ft behind six novels that we love, as 
l'ell as.fi-agments, juvenilia, and her own 

umque history of England. 

So what is it about Jane Austen that is so enduring? 
I like to think that her appeal has hL'>ted because she 
so adroitly captured human frailty and foible. She had 
<U1 une<u111y abili ty to document silliness, v'mity, and 
pretension. And she created characters that will Live 
forever. I <un fairly certain that a.:; she wrote, she kept 
her tongue firmly in her cheek. But she also captured 
the essence of ro1mmce beautifully. Captain 
Wentwo11h's letter to Anne Elliot in Persuasion is 
truly one of the most beautiful and moving love letters 
ever written. "You pierce my soul," it's enough to 
make one swoon with gratitude ru1d love. 

ot a huge body of work but one that endures and 
finds new readers in every generation. We do not 
know <L'i much about Jane Austen as we might like. 
After Jru1e's death , her sister Cassru1dra burned many 

of her letters. So much wa<; lost. It is known that 
in 1802 she accepted an offer of marriage from 
Harris Bigg Wither, but changed her mind the 
next day. And for tl1at, we're grateful. It's hard to 
think that Mrs. Bigg Wither would have had the 
smne lasting effect our dear Miss Austen 

On a trip to England several summers ago, I took 
my then thirteen-year-old daughter to Winchester 
Cathedral so that we could visit Jru1e Austen 's grave. 
We were just two of many pilgrims; most of us has had. 

participants considering answers 
for the Regency Charades 

Right: Rivkah Sass and speaker 
Mark Turner comparing winners 

for the Regency Charades 
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bearing small bouquets of flowers. All of us there for 
the srune purpose-to pay homage to the womru1 
who helped us get through broken hearts, miserable 
jobs, rough days, or simply too much modern life. 
There was no single profile. We were old, young, 
middle-aged, Asiru1, American, ru1d Europe<m. We 
were a testan1ent to her universal appeal. We placed 
our flowers neru· her grave, thanked her for tl1e gift of 

Publications/Publicity 
Linda Trout ; Commi ttee Chair; David 
Bristow; .J eanetta Drucke; Mary .Jo Rym1, 
staff 

Awards Art Coordinator 
Denise Brady 

Elizabeth Bennet and Elinor 
Dm;hwood, and went on our way. .A. 

Photos from the Jane Austen 
Birthday Celebration at Omaha 
Public Library in December, 
attended by more than sixty Jane 
Austen fans. 
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Jb"llCBNews 

Rememberin9 Sue Rosowski 
by Kathy 
Johnson, 

University of 
ebraska-Llncoln 

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
UNIVERSITY OF 

NEBRASKA-LINCOLN 

What is the 
Nebraska 
Centerior 
the Book1 
The Nebraska Center 
for the Book brings 
together the state's 
readers, writers, 
booksellers, 
libratians, 
publishers, printers, 
educators, and 
scholars to build the 
community of the 
book. We are the 
people who know 
and love books, and 
who value the rich­
ness they bring to 
our lives. Our 

ebraska Center 
supports programs 
to celebrate and 
stimulate public 
interest in books, 
reading, and the 
written word. We 
have been an affiliate 
of the Center for the 
Book in the Library 
of Congress since 
1990. ... 
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Sue Rosowski , University Professor <md Adele Hall 
Distinguished Professor of English , much loved 
teacher, Willa Cather scholar and editor, and 
generous mentor and advisor, died November 2, 
2004, after an extended battle against cancer. 

She was a long-term member arid supporter of the 
Nebraska Center for the Book. Ten years ago , Sue was 
awarded the Center's Mildred Bennett Award in recog­
nition of her ··signifietmt contribution to the fostering 
of the literary tradition in Nebraska.·· 

During her career, she W<L'i ;m advisor for over a 
score of theses on Willa Cather ;md taught numerous 
graduate seminars on Cather, a-; well as undergrad­
uate classes. Among her major scholarly contribu­
tions are her work <L'i one of the two general editors 
of the Cather Scholarly Edition , published by the 
University of NebnL-;ka Press; her editorial work on 
The Wi!kt Cather Electronic Archive, 
< Cather.unl.edu >; ;md her work <L'i editor in chief of 
Cather Studies. She wrote or contributed to a 
number of books and authored numerous articles. 
The Modern Language Association (MLA ) 

htternational Bibliograpl~v lists more tlmi fifty works 
by her. 

I had the good fortune to work with Sue over the 
ye<u·s on several activities for the Universi ty Libraries, 
rariging from teaching new graduate students in her 
classes about library resources to selecting resources 
on Cather ;md twentieth century Amerie<m literature 
for the Libraries. She always ML'i gracious, interested 
in my work, <md encouraged me to stretch further. 

Although she died too soon, she made a profound 
difference in the scholarly and personal lives of 
countless people. Thank you, Sue. Rest in peace in 
the Nebraska prairie. 

Ed. Note: Ple<L'ie sec the following sources for more 
information: 
.A. University of NelmL5ka-Lincoln Department of 

English Website: < www.unl.edu/english/faculty/ 
profs/rosowski.html> 

.A. Obituary from Lincoln Journal Star, November 5, 
2004: <www.journalstar.com/articles/2004/ 
I 1/05/obituaries/10055661.txt .A. 

Raffle Rewards Six Winners 
Nebraska Center for the Book members recently 

conducted a very successful fund-raising raffle to 
benefit the NebnL-;ka Book Festival. The Broken Bow 
Library Foundation, Vicki Clarke, Evonne Edgington, 
Jack Geiser, Nancy P<L'iqua.le, and Shelley Stall won 
beautiful plains photographs, all generously donated 
by area photographers. Those gracious photogra­
phers include John Andrews, Randy Bar·ger, Peter 
Beeson , Tom llm1sen, John Keller, ;md Steve Ryan. 
Framin ' Groovies arid lligh Country Gallery donated 
the framing of the photographs, thus al.lowing the 
Center for the Book to realize more thari $800 in 
profit. 

The NclmL-;ka Center for the Book reli es on 
membership fees and the contributions of the 
Nebraska Libnuy Commission and the Nebraska 
I Iumar1ities Council for support of its rmmy activities, 
including the Nebraska Book Awm·ds ruid the 
Nebraska Book Festival. The volunteer board greatly 
appreciates the support of individuals and orgmiiza­
tions. Since the Center for the Book is a 50 I C.) 
org<mization , any ch;u·itable gift is tax deductible. 
Charitable gifts may be mailed to the Nebraska Center 
for the Book Treasurer Jerry K.romberg, 2622 
Nottinghmn Court, Lincoln NE 68512. .A. 

-j~i-~-th~--N~b~~k~-c~~t~~-£~~-th~--8~~k----------------------------------1 
I 
I 

Name ______________ _ Address ----------------------
Phone E-Mail: ____________________ _ 

Name/address of a friend who might be interested in NCB membership: 

__ $ 15 Individual Membership __ $25 Orglmizational Membership __ $50 Octavo Membership 
_ _ $ 100 Quar10 Membership __ $250 Folio Membership 

Please send this fonn ruul a check to: Nebraska Center for the Book 
The Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 • Lincoln, NE 68508-2023 
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2 004 llebraska Book Festlival 
Warmly Received 

by St1sanne 
George 

Bloomfield, 
University of 

ebraska at Kearney 

attends a workshop 
conducted by Ron 

Hull. 

;"'~« 

T:he 2004 Nebraska Book Festival at the 
Universi~JI of Nebraska at Kearney (UN- K) 
proved that the power of books and 

reading unites the entire state. 
early five hundred people came from neighboring 

communities and across the state, attending the high 
school day activities, a reception at the Museum of 

ebraska A11 galle1y, a movie and book signing, 
various sessions ~md presentations, a book fair, a 
banquet, ~md a poet1y ~md prose reading. 

The Friday evening reception hosted by the 
University of Nebraska Press at the Museum of 
Nebraska A11 was attended by nearly one hundred 
people. The museum displayed their new acquisition 
of Wright Morris photographs and the Kearney Area 
Arts CounciJ sponsored a rare book ~md art book 
display. The crowd migrated to The ebraskan where 
the movie, Tully , was screened, with ninety-one people 
attending. A gnmt from the Kearney Area A11s Council , 
financed the attendance of Tom Mc ea! , the author of 
the sto1y After the movie, many people walked to 
Follett's Book Store for a book signing and refresh­
ments. People stmding in line, carrying stacks of 
books, demonstrated the level of interest in Nebraska 

P.M. , ~md the audience 
numbered from 
twelve to fo1ty in each 
session . The noon 
B~mquet was sold out, 
with one hundred and 
thi1ty-eight people 
served. The crowd 
met Ron Block's 

Vendors and organi­
zations began setting up 
displays at 7:00 A.M. 

Saturday and people 
began arriving for the 
Festival at 8:30 A.M . 

Concurrent sessions 

PowerPoint presentation \vith enthusiasm. 
The festival provided the occasion for presenrntion 

of the Nebraska Center for the Book's Mildred 
Bennett Award to Don Welch. Poet Don Welch is a 

ebraska native and the author of 1mmy collections of 
poeuy In 1980 he won the Pablo Neruda Prize for 

Poet1y, judged by William Stafford. He worked for ten 
years in the Poets-in-the-Schools program in ebraska 
and retired as Reynolds Professor of Literature at the 

niversity of ebraska at Kearney. He lives in Kearney 
with his wife, Marcia, and is a long-time racer of 
homing pigeons. The Mildred Bennett Award is 
given annually by the ebraska Center for the Book to 
an individual who provides leadership and se1vice in 
the promotion of Nebraska literatu re. 

Comments from participants expressed their 
appreciation of the great resources available through 
our ebraska writers and scholars. After attending 
several of the sessions on the featured book, A 
Different Plain, one person wrote, "Lovely to hear 
voices of authors reading." Another commented, "It's 
enlightening to hear writers discuss their methods, 
reasons fo r writing, joys, and difficulties." Reactions to 
other sessions included " It gave spiritual and new 
meaning to my life," "Much practical information," 
"Thanks for involving the audienc~njoyed having a 
chance to 'think'," and "Appreciated the Handouts." 

The Festival ended at the Black Sheep Coffee Shop 
with nearly one hundred people in attendance-with 
standing room only at the readings. -K is 
producing a DVD of selected 2004 Festival sessions, 
activities, and interviews (to be available for purchase 
through the ebraska Center for the Book in the 
spring). 

Ed. Note: The ebraska Center for the Book extends 
a special thanks to Denise Brady for coordinating 
artwork by Omaha artist Jaime Lee Hackbart, which 
was presented to this year's Mildred Bennet Award 
winner and Jane Pope Geske Award winner. .._ 

Left: Students interview festival 

Below: Poet Marge Saiser visits with 
Greg Kosmicki at The Backwater Press 
booth. 
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Events Celebrate Poet Laureate Ted Hooser 

Ted Kooser is one of Nebraska's most highly 
regarded poets and the count1y's newest Poet 
Laureate. Kooser has been writing and publishing 
poetly for more than forty years. "Ted Kooser is a 
major poetic voice for rural and small-town America 
~md the first poet laureate chosen from the Great 
Plains," Librarian of Congress James H. Billington 
said. "His verse reaches beyond his native region to 
touch on universal themes in accessible ways." 

Ted is a long-time leader in Nebraska literary 
effo11s and one of the Nebraska Center for the Book's 
earliest suppo1ters. In 1982 , he served as founding 
president of the Nebraska Litenuy Heritage 
Association ~md received the Mari S~mdoz Awai·d for 
significaill, enduring cont1ibution to the Nebraska 
book world from the Nebraska Libra1y Association in 
2000. 

The University of Nebraska- Lincoln will host an 
event to honor Ted Kooser at the Lied Center for 
Pe1forming Alts, planned for Februruy 8, 2005. The 
Omalrn Public Librruy Foundation will feature Ted 
Kooser at a fundraising event, "An Evening of Art and 
Literature" on February 11 , 2005 at 6:30 P.M. The 
evening will also celebrate other Nebraska writers. 

The Nebraska Center for the Book and Nebraska 
Educational Telecommunications (ETY) will show­
case U.S. Poet Laureate Ted Kooser and Nebraska 
State Poet Williru11 Kloefkorn through a public poetry 
event that will form the basis for a statewide television 
progran1. The project has been recommended for a 
grant award from the Nebraska Arts Council. The 
Nebraska Center for the Book will help orgai1ize the 
poet1y reading/discussion in late Mai-ch. Plans call for 
audience paiticipation in the discussion about the 
poet1y-w1iting process ai1d for readings by additional 
Nebraska poets. The prograin will be broadcast on 
the statewide Nebraska ETY Network later in 2005. • 

Books on Books and the 

by OliverB. 
Pollak, 

University of 
ebraska at Omaha 

YELLOW 
BARN 

PRESS 
N £1L SHAV ER 

PROP. 

... ~'c 

Yellow Barn Press Library 
Friendships are fo 1111itous. I met Neil Shaver in 

pursuit of a publisher fo r a sho11 story. Instead of my 
sto1y, Neil turned me to his brother's six decades of 
diaries ai1d voila, two years later emerged A Year at 
the Sorbonne, A Proustian Life. 

Omaha readers will recognize Neil from the 
Omaha Playhouse and his do-it-yourself television 
commercials, as well as from his tenure as the 
proprietor of Shaver's, a chain of supermai·kets. As 
early as age eight, living in Long Beach, CA, Neil 
wanted to be a p1inter. Like myself, he took printing 
in junior high school. The dictates of the fmnily busi­
ness prompted Neil , \vi th his degree from the 
University of Southern California, to follow his father's 
foo tsteps into the grocery trade. I le continued to 
harbor dremns of printing. 

He opened Yellow Barn Press in a yellow barn 
near Council Bluffs, lA in 1966. ln 1980, Neil sold 
Shaver's and sta1ted to live his drem11 . He produced 
his first book, Metanoia, in 1979. His 1892 
Washington Hai1d Press w~L'> recently donated to 
Omaha's Durhan1 Western He1itage Museum. 

eil turned out about two books a year, mm1y of 
them with wood engravings by John DePol. The 
textual content, paper, ink, typesetting, layout ~md 

binding were exemplars of the finest traditional 
printing craft. Neil 's magnum opus is his richly illus­
trated The Yellow Barn Press: A Hisl01J' and 

Bibliography, published in 2001 . Neil's eyesight is 
not what it used to be. The fi ne detail work of the 
p1inting trade, the small type, is now done with the 
aid of a cumbersome magnifyi ng glass. 

Over the past fo1ty years Neil acquired a 
tradesmml's libra1y ~md mai1y stories on the history of 
printing. Neil tells of his hands-on contact with a 
Gutenberg Bible at the New York Public Librruy, ai1d 
of giving a printing demonstration on a Gutenberg 
press from Mainz at New York's Morgan Libra1y (in a 
room with three Gutenberg Bibles). 

Neil ai11assed a libra1y of about 1,300 books. At 
Maggs in London, in the 1960s, he purchased a 1499 
Basie Bible , p1inted by Anton Koberger in 
Nuremberg, Germany, ~md several pages of 
incunabula produced by Europe's leading printers. 

eil read of catalogues issued by Veatch's, Colophon, 
and Oakknoll- book dealers that specialize in books 
on books. He exchai1ged books with fellow small 
press p1inters from their limited press runs of from 
fifty to three hundred copies. 

Neil and I recently consummated a deal in which I 
obtained about eleven hundred thoughtfully acquired 
volumes and the nine book ca<;es that housed them. 
One early October Sunday afternoon my wife , four 
helpers, and I whisked the collection across the 
Missouri to our basement. To visit the libra1y e-mail: 
<OBPOMNl@aol.com>. • 
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One Book One State 2005 : llebraska 
Reads Ny Antonia 

In Spring 2005 , 
through a new initiative 
launched by the Willa 
Cather Pioneer Memo1ial 
and Educational 
Foundation, citizens 
across the state will read 
the chL'>sic novel by 
NebnLska's own Willa 
Cather, My Antonia. 
NebnL'>kans will partici­
pate in local discussions 
throughout the spring. As 
pa11 of the April 29-30 

celebration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of 
the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and Educational 
Foundation in Red Cloud, Cather scholars from 
throughout the United States will lead discussions and 
~mswer questions about My Antonia. ln addition, a 
writing competition will be conducted for sccondaty 
school students. For more information see 
<www.willacather.org> or contact Betty Ko11, 
Executive Director, The Cather Foundation , 4 13 North 
Webster Street, Red Cloud, NE 68970, 402-746-2653, 
<willacather@~JJCOm . net> . Libraries can purchase 
copies of ~v Antonia at signrncant discounts from 
the University of Nebraska Press at 
<www.nebraskaprcss.unl.edu/ncws/oncbook. jsp> . .A. 

Review: In the Rirer Prorince 
by Lisa Sandlin, 
Southern Methodist 

University Press, 
2004 

ISB : 0870744887 

Reviewed by 
Jeanetta Drueke, 

University of 
ebraska- Llncoln 

:"~'' 

"Perhaps you begin at El R~mcho or Pojoaque or 
Cuy~unungue or Nrunbe, ru1d you walk all the way to 
Santuario de Chimayo on Good Friday. The day a 
broken body was changed for a whole one, <ll1 old for 
a new. Your feet on the di11, your feet on the gravel 
<md blacktop, praise that change." 

The preface to In the River Province, Lisa 
Sru1dlin 's third collection of sho11 stories tells us right 
away that these are sto1ies of places, pilgrimages, and 
miracles. The outer place is the high plains of north­
west New Mexico. But the inner landscapes of the 
mru1y characters reflect a diversity of cultures, char­
acters, and stages of life. The pilgrimage at the center 
of many stories is a traditional Good Friday walk to 
the small chapel knmvn a<> the Lourdes of America. 
But the characters are on journeys of their own: from 
incompetence to competence, from tentativeness to 
ce11ainty, from emotional numbness to moments of 
joy, from life to death. Most, but not all , of the mira­
cles are the sharply observed moments that tell us we 
arc alive and connected to others: a slice of orru1ge 
or cool glass of tea from a strru1ger; a womru1 with 
skin "the color of honey inside those little plastic 
bears;" a kiss that enrages because it is meant for 
someone else; "a gro~m from fot1Y throats" ru1d a 
"vicious solo" from a class in mourning; the " rose 
bubbles" on the lips of a dyi ng mru1 . 

These arc richly 
detailed stories of human 
struggle ~md the help that 
sometimes appears along 
the way. ln "Night Class" 
a new teacher, becomes 
a real teacher, a fellow 
teacher is murdered, and 
the students' individual 
graces are revealed. Ln 
"Beautiful ," three grade 
school misfi ts search for a science project and 
produce more th~m they realize. The theme of these 
beautifully written stories is succinctly put in "I Loved 
You Then, I Love You Still ." Andy, a Vietnan1 vet 
haunted by the memory of a murdered lover, ponders 
his life: "Fot1Y seven years-old. And this is how it 
turned out. This stupid mystety is your li fe, he 
marvels." A few minutes later, he meets tl1c womru1 
with the honey-colored skin. 

Lisa Sru1dlin 's previous collections ru·e The 
Famous Thing About Death ru1d Message to the 
Nurse of Dreams. A professor of writing <md compo­
sition at Wayne State College, she also co-edited the 
collection Times of SorroJ1Jffi1nes of Grace . She 
received Nebra5ka Education Association <md Dobie 
Paisaro fellowships and is a winner of the Pushcart 
Prize <md other litcraiv awards. .A. 
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: Rewiew: God Clobbers lls All C')~ 
o: 
c:ll ~ by Poe 

Ballantine, 
Hawthorne Books & 

Literary Arts, 2004 

ISBN: 0971691541 

Reviewed by 
Michael P. 

Cartwright, 
Chadron State 

College 

If cover blurbs by established authors actually sell 
books, then Poe BaJlantine's novel , God Clobbers Us 
All has a bright future. Hemingway, Steinbeck, and 
Shakespeare (among several others, all of whom have 
already been clobbered by God) laud Ballantine's 
bildungsroman set in s~m Diego, CA in the 1970s with 
such comments as, "Now if I could've written a book 
Uke this I might still be a faunous Cub~m marlin fish­
erman." There is even ru1 on-going quarrel between 
Trumru1 Capote ru1d Carson Mccullers in these highly 
literate ru1d masterfully concise send-ups of 
publishing hype ru1d artistic ego. Here, the blurbs 
perform their function far more effectively than the 
real thing. Before the reader arrives at page one, he 
knows he is about to enter a world created by ru1 
author who has gone to school on the best of them. 

Uke Salinger's Catcher in the Rye ru1d Couplru1d's 
Generation X, God Clobbers Us Alt chruts the 
journey of a young mru1 navigating the troubled 
waters of adolescence. Eighteen-year-old Edgar work'> 
at Lemon Acres, a convalescent hospital ; has an affair 
with the wife of a murderous Vietnrun vet; does drugs 
of startling intensity; ru1d dreru11s of a new Life in 

Australia. He's a cru·e-giver 
who can't seem to cru·e for 
himself. 

His friends ru1d work 
mates are no more effective 
in dealing with life's pervlex­
ities. There is Pat, the semi­
pro football player who 
spends her time arrru1ging 
ru1d disarrru1ging parties. 
There is Bev who maintains 
a one-sided correspondence 
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with Deborah Kerr (also clobbered) . And tl1ere is Nils 
Saag who pushes dope and badly misinterprets 
Neitzche. 

The problem for Edgar is that, in addition to his 
own immaturity, he is confronted by a superficial 
culture in which the old are warehoused and die 
alone ru1d the young just die alone. Poe Ballantine, 
currently a Chadron resident, is also the author of a 
collection of personal nruTatives, Things I like About 
America. A 

Rewiew: Son1etllin11 Rotten 
by jasper Fforde, 
Viking Press, 2004 

ISBN: 0670033596 

Reviewed by 
Barbara 

Rixstine, 
University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln 

, .... ~,, 

If you Like literru-y trivia, enjoy puns ru1d word 
grunes, ru1d cru1 wrap your mind around fantasy as 
well as literature, have I got a book for you. You are 
just the reader to enjoy the Thursday Next series of 
"detective famUL5ies" by Jasper Fforde. SULrting with 
The Eyre Affair ~md continuing tl1rough Lost in a 
Good Book ru1d The Well of Lost Plots, Fforde takes 
his readers on a continuing cycle of in-jokes ru1d 
extraordinarily imaginative actions for the literary For 
exrunple, imagine meeting the Cheshire Cat, or in 
Thursday's world, The Cat Formerly Known as 
Cheshire. 

You see, in Thursday's world, real people cru1 go 
in and out of fiction , ru1d vice versa. By the time 
readers get to the fowth book in the series, 
Something Rotten, LiteraTec (the literru-y police 
agency) is bringing charges against Thursday for 
changing the ending ofjane Eyre, ~md assorted other 
crimes. These aren't the worst of her problems, 
though . Her father ha<; escaped the Chronoguard ~md 

travels through time. Lady Hrunilton is living in her 
mother's atti c after having an affair with Thursday's 
father. And Hrunlet has chosen to live with Thursday 

in real time, so he can 
show people he's not a 
ditherer. 

It's all she can do to 
keep Lady Hanlilton ru1d 
Hrunlet's relationship 
from becoming serious, 
while trying to keep track 
of Pickwick (her dodo) ru1d Friday (her young son) ; 
"uneradicate" her husband Lru1den ; ru1d fight Yonick 
Kaine, a fictional character who 's running for presi­
dent. Thru1k goodness for Granny Next, who's in her 
IOOs, but can't die until she reads the world 's ten 
most boring book<; (Spenser's Fairie Queene) runong 
them. 

You don 't have to read the first three in order to 
read the last, but it's recommended to get the full 
zru1iness of the series. Pick up ~my of the book'> ru1d 
you'll find a real page-turner, ~L'> you marvel at 
Fforde's imagination ru1d plotting. I predict these will 
become cult cla'lsics, similar to the Hitchhiker'.•; 
Guide to the Gala~y series. A 

page . 
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