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llebraska Literature Festival I 998 Announced 

M ark your ca/end.. ar no11 •! The ,Vebraska 
Literature Festiml 1998 Ll'ill be held 
September 18-19 in \V{~) 'Jle, Nebraska, 

011 the beautijitl campus of\Vayne Stale College 
(student population 4,000). 

The Festival will he located in the brand new 
Student Center on the college's picturesque 1.)5-acrc 

campus, which encompasses the Northeast \:ebraska 
Arboretum and Nature Center. Wayne is located 97 
miles north of Seward on Highway 15. 

The theme for the 1998 Festival is "The World in 
the Plains: Plains Literature as World Literature ... 

Invitations have been issued to speakers <Llld an 

excellent response has been received already, 
according to Edward Battistella. Chair of the Wa)11e 
State College I lumanities Department , and Katherine 
L. Walter, Chair of NCB's Festival Committee. 

Programming will be announced in the next issue of 
thi s publicat ion. 

Friday, September 18 wi ll he Student Day, with 

programming open to high school and under­
graduate college students. The general public is 
invited to attend events Friday evening and all day 

Saturday, September 19. 
For people planning to stay in Wayne Friday night, 

motel accommodations may be sparse due to other 
events in the community. Wayne State College will be 
providing information about bed & breakfa-;ts in 
northeast Nebraska. Plan ahead to make this a 

literary weekend and join us for this wonderful event. 

The Nebraska Literature Festival 1998 will be the 
seventh Festival sponsored by the Nebraska Center 
for the Book and the Nebraska llumanities Council. 

In 1997, \CB received the D<miel Boorstin/Center for 
the Book Award from the Library of Congress and a 

Mayor's Arts Award from the Lincoln Arts Council. 
Both awards recogn ized the Nebraska Center for the 
Book for its outstanding \ebraska Literature Festival. 

.... 

Upcomin9 Storytellin9 Festivals 
by Maty 

Jackson, 
Nebraska Library 

Commission 

0 ne a/tribute that distinguishes humans 
from other animals is the pou•er lo 
OJganize e.\perience ~J ' telling stories. 

'lll•o ujxoming s/01:rtelling emnls offer you the 
chance lo discoL•er Ibis art form. 

Children benefit from stories, not only through 
reading, but ;Llso by heari ng a message transmitted 

directly from the mind of the stor~1eller. Stor~1elling 
ignites chi ldren 's imaginations mid motivates them to 

read. It offers a purer and more intense story expe­
rience and teaches listening skills. 

The absence of illustration in told stories helps Lo 
develop visualizat ion skills. Stories arc passed from 
listener to listener and drawn from a common 
memory pool. linking the listener Lo the p:L~t. to 
human it\ '. 

Polish up your stor~1clli11g ski lls and add to your 
repertoi re of stori es at one of these area storytel ling 
festivals . 

On May 29 and :)0, the 1998 Buffalo 
Commons Storytelling Festival \\'ill be held at 

various sites in McCook NE. It begins on Friday at 
6 J>,,\1. in :\orri s Park wi th a buff<Llo barbecue. Festival 
headliners perform at 7:.)0 1 >.~1. at the B;u1d Shell , 

followed by Ghost Stories. Saturday workshops begin 

at 9 ' · \1. at the Museum of the I ligh Plains. Carnegie 
Library, Fox Theater, and Norris Park. I leadlincrs 
include Nancy Duncan, Omaha, :\ebraska's State Poet 

William Kloefkorn , Lincoln , Michael Cotter, MN, 
Cactus Chris Buethe. and Andy Wi lk inson. Fees vary. 
Contact McCook Arca Chamber of Commerce, 

PO. Box :Sr. McCook \'E 6900 1, 800-657-21 79. 
.June I l) - 2 I , the Nebraska Storytelling 

Festival will be held at the College of Saint Mary in 

co11/i11ued 011 next page .. . 



llebraska Center for the Book ltoves Forward 
by Linda 

Hillegass 
'th the leadership qf Board President 
Denise Brar(J'. 1997 tl'as a year of 
accomplishments and changesfor 

the Nebraska Center/or the Book. The Board 
used a scholarship grant.from 'frustee Leadersb1jJ 
De1•elopment for a dc~1 ·-long training session 
ear(J ' i11 the year This session helped the Board 
lo r~focus 011 its mission and recognize that 
fostering a passion for books and maintaining a 
strong communi~J ' of the book tcilhin the stale 
are key. Although the organizations name 
suggests a pl~J ·sical location, our role real(J' 
revolves around :o.jJirit rather than place. 

We affirmed the Nebr:L<;ka Literature Festival as a 
vit<ll part of our iden tity and purpose and resolved to 
continue it. At the s'm1e time, we decided not to have 
a festival in 1997 in order to step back, regroup, and 
attack the project in a more orderly way, \\'ith strong 

Storytellin9 Festivals continued .. . 

Om<ma. The event includes workshops and story­
telling for adults and chi ldren <Uld features Ghosting 
on F1iday night at 9:30 P.~1. Mcadlincrs include 
Donald Davis, Ocracoke NC. Charlotte Blake Alston , 
Philadelph ia PA, Derck Burrows, Jamaica Plain MA, 
Angela Lloyd, Victo rville CA, Jack Gladstone, a 
member of the Blackfeet Nation from K<llispell MT, 
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Nebraska Center 
for the Book 1998 
Committees 
Meml>ership on corrnuittees is not 
restricted to hoard members. 
Please contact us if \OU \\'ould 
like to ht·co1m· inl'O l\'ed: Lauret·n 
lliedesel. \ ehraska Center for the 
Book. The Atrium . I LOO \ Street. 
Suite 120 . J.incoln \E. (18~08-

2025 

Nebrm;ka Uterature 
Festival Committee 
K.uherine \\ al ter, Chair 

Dee Yost 
John But ler 
Jen~ Kromherg 
Denise llrath· 

legal , organizational , <Uld financial underpinnings. We 
no\\' look forward to an exciting Nebraska Literature 
Festiv;ll in September at Wayne State College in Wayne. 

The leadership training session also clearly iden­
tifi ed an ongoing problem in the lack of staffing. 
Without paid staff, Board members set policy and did 
:lll of the work involved. Based upon knowledge 
gathered at a Librarv of Congress Center for the Book 
information exchange meeting, Laureen Riedesel 
developed a propos<ll and made a presentation to the 
Nebraska Library Commission which should help case 
this problem. The Commission now serves as the host 
for NCB. This brings a change of address, new 
channels for publicity, and some very welcome help 
with the workload. 

The Nebraska Center fo r the Book was honored in 
1997 with a $5,000 cash award from the National 
Center for the Book recognizing our innovati\'e liter-
~re ~~. ~ 

Peninnah Schram, New York City, Judith Simundson, 
Dubuque IA, Karen Librmm and Senator David L:mdis 
of Lincoln , and Omaha's Five Bright Chicks. Tickets 
are available al the Story Monkey Bookstore, or by 
e<llling 402 -551-45.12. 

For more information about the power of story­
telling, contact Mary Jackson at 402-47 1--1006 or 
800-.)07-2665 ; email: 
<mjackson@neon .nlc.state.nc. us> . 
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Publications/Publicity 
Conunittee 
Linda ll illegass. C/Jair 
Ol il'er Pollak 
lli chanl .\l ien 
Man Jo ll\'an . e.r r!f/icio . 
\ehraska J.ihran· Commission 
staff 
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Mel Krutz. 01air 
Lora Jllack 
Laureen lli edcsel 

Fundraising/Development 
Conunittee 
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Rod \\'agner. \eh r:L, Jrn J.ihr:uY 
Commission Director. is an 
e.r-ofjici11 member of all 
co111mi1tees to coordinate staff 

, upport from the 1.ihran 

1998 Nebraska Center 
for the Book Board 
Meetings 
May I I - Wm1ie State 
College. Warne, I :00 P. \t. 
August 8. Oakland. 2:00 1>. \\. 

( in conj unction \\'ith the (;real 
Plains Chautauqua: site to he 
announced.) 
November 8 - Lincoln , 
annual meeting, time and site 
to he announced. 

l/Je . \ 'CB Q11n rler(r is 
published three times a 1·ear 
h\' the \eimL-;ka Center for the 
Book. The Atrium , 1200 \ 
Street. Suite 120. Lincoln. \E 
68508-202.).) Subscript ion is 
free 11·ith membership . Editor: 
Linda I till egass. Design and 
production: Valerie l>a~1on 

• 
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The Radio and the Book 

Book­
Relaced 

Pros rams 
on Public 

Radio 
by Oliver 

Pollak 

Terry Gross 

What is the 
Nebraska 

Center for 
the Book? 
111e Nebraska 

Center for the Book 
brings together the 

state's readers, 
writers, book­

sellers, librarians, 
1mblishers, printers, 

educators, and 
scholars to build 
the community of 
the book. We are 

the people who 
know and love 

books, who value 
the richness they 

bring to our lives. 
Our Nebr-cl.Ska 

Center supports 
programs to cele­

brate and stimulate 
public interest in 

books, reading, and 
the written word. 
We have been an 

affiliate of the 
Library of 

Congress's National 
Center for the Book 

since 1990. 

M braska isjortu11ate to be rich in Public 
Radio stations that su/JjJorl book 
·eadingjor children and adults and the 

book col/ec/01: Here :<; a quick summm:J' to help 
youfl11d the book-related jJrogmms they offe1: 

On Omaha Radio: 
KJOS (9 1.) FM) in Omaha carries five programs 

specifically about hooks and reading: 
+ Bookwonn - I lost Michael Silverhlatt is heard 

11·eeldy in conversation with some of the country's 
leading authors. Frick~J 'S at 11:00 . 1. 11. 

+ 111e Book Guys - Veteran broadcaster Mike 
Cuthbert <md Allan St)1wck, Senior Appraiser for 
the Antiquarian Book Society, answer listeners· 
questions about their used bookstore treasures. 
Call I- 800-828-BOOK \\'ilh your question. Sundr~J 'S 

a/ 5:00 /! .I/. 
+ Fresh Air - Tern· Gross hosts this dailv 

intervie\\'/ fine art~ magazine program that focuses 
011 personalities in literature , movies, art , music, 
TV entertainment, <u1d popular culture. Weekfk(J'S 
at 6:00 t! .11. NejJeated the jblloll'ing !l'eekdc~J ' at 
9:00 . 1. .11. 

+ Whafs the Word? - Each \\'eek, host Sally 
Placksin explores literature and hmguage in a stim ­
ulating and challenging \\·ay. Produced by the 
Modern Language Association of America. 
.l/onckn·s at 10:30 t1.. 11. 

+ Storyt~lling Tapestry - Omaha stor~1clle r Mary 
I leise hosts a weekly excursion into the oral 
tradition , featuring local , as 1\·cll as national ly­
knmrn st<>r)1ellers. Stmdr~J 'S at 11:00 . 1..11. 

+ Morning Edition, Weekdr~ 1 ·sji'Oln 5:00 lo 
9:00 ..i. 11. and All 'l11ings Considered, Weekdr~J 'S 

Jivm 3:30 lo 6·00 t ! 11 .. frequenth· illlervie\\' 
contemporary authors, too. 

On Nebraska Public Radio (in Lincoln and the 
rest of the state): 

:\ehraska Public Radio broadcasts several book­
related programs throughout the state. The times 
oiven here are CST for the Lincoln station (Kl .CV at b 

90.9 FM.) For other locations in the state, check 
broadcast times locally. Outside the Omaha/Lincoln 
metropolitan area, the Nebraska Public Radio 
:\etwork includes these stations: Chadron (KCl\E 
91.9 FM) , Merriman ( KR..'\E 91.5 FM) , Bm;sell (KMl\E 
90 . .1 FM) , Norfolk ( KX.\:E 89 . .1 FM) , Alliance (KT:'\E 
9 1.1 FM) , North Plalle ( KPNE 91.7 FM), lfastings 
(KllNE 89. I FM) , Lexington (Kl,'.'JE 88.7 FM ). 
+ All About Books - Charles Stephen and Otis 

Young, two ministers, review a wide range of 
hooks- history, philosophy, novels, murder 
mysteries, child ren 's books, and '.'JclmLska authors. 
ThursdaJ 'S at 4:30 R.11. 

+ Connections - Presents a broad range of topics 
related to the humanities. with a view toward 
informing listeners about the richness of their own 
and other cu ltures. Many of the programs have a 
l\ebraska connection. Coverage includes the 
Nebraska Literature Festival , the Sto1ytelli11g Festival 
of Nebraska, the Neihardt and Cather conferences 
and many other literature oriented subjects. 
Su ndars at 3:00 t !.11. 

+ Storytelling Tapestry - A rebroadcast of the 
Omaha production described above. The Lincoln 
station does not carry this program , but it is 
broadcast in the rest of the state Sundc~J 'S at 
I 0: 00 . i. .11. 

+ Morning Edition ;md All 'l11ings Considered -
Described above. Morning Edition is carried 
Weekdr~1 ·sji'Om 6:00 to 8:00 .. 1..11. thro11gho11/ tbe 
state. An additional hour.fm111 8:00 to 9:00 .-1..11. 

is carried tbroughoul Nebraska. except i11 
Lincoln. All Things Considered airs Weekdc~) 'S 

ji'Ol11 5:00 to 6:30 t !.•I. , A change lo an earlier time 
is expected in May. .6. 

,---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
: Renew Your Membership Now 

l~ejoin \ ehraska·s communil\' of the hook. A 
membership mailing 11·ent out in Fehrua1Y If you hm·e 
not yet rene\\'ed. please do so no\\'. 

Yes, I want to help support the Nebraska 
Center for the Book. 

\.; ;une ________________ _ 

.\ddress _______________ _ 

Phone ________________ _ 

e-mail: _______________ _ 

Nmne/adclress of a friend who might be 
interes ted in NCB membership: 

__ $ I) lndi\'idual Membership 
_ $2) Organizational Membership 
_ $)0 Octa\'o Membership 
__ $I 00 Quarto Membership 
_ $250 Folio Membership 

Plem~e send this fonn and a check to: 
Nebraska Center for the Book 
'l11e Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Lincoln, NE 68508-2023. 

---------------------------------------------/)a<~e--~----------------- --------------------------- - -------



by Ric/Jard 
Allen 

Bluestem 
Books in 
Lincoln's 

historic 
Haymarket. 

Bluesi:em 
Books 

Used, Rare and 
Out-of-Print Dealer 

B lueslem /3ooks- 1cith its snug locatio11 
in U11col11 's historic Hr~rmarket, its 
bookstore cal, itsjlea market deem; a11d 

its close()' packed. neat(J' arranged shel1•es of 
books- has plen~J ' of charm. fl also has a solid 
re/Ju/atio11 among book collec/01:\· and other 
dealers. Si11cejoh11 /Jwmi11g called ii "'an oasis 
of books "' in his seco11d myste1yfeaturi11g a rare 
book dealer detecti1 1e, Bookman·s Wake. ii e1 •e11 

has a cerlai11 cache. (711e first in 
/J/flming 's series Ll'as Booked to 
Die.) The real appeal of the place, 
though. is in the u•am1 and 
humorous perso11alit ies of its 
01me1:'i and their tl'o11de1jit! stock 
of books. Dick Allen stopped ~1 · 

Bl11es/e111 Books al 710 0 Street 
(under !be 1•iad11ct) recenl(J' lo 
inter1•ie11· Oll'/lers Pal and Seo/I 

Wendt. 

Dick: How did you get the idea of 
starting up a bookstore for used, 
out-of-print, and rare books? 

lflendts: \Ve started out as book 
collectors ourselves. Al times ,,.c 

\\'ould sec books that \W thought other people might 
like and \\'C would buy these, <L'> well. For some sc\'en 
or eight years \\'C worked at home. continuing to 
accumulate ;m in\'cntory, no\\' and then selling to 
other book dealers . 198-1 W<L'> the big year. \X'c made 
the big decision to open Blucstcm Books in its 
present location. 

Dick: How many books do you have in stock 
and how d id you acquire them? 

lflendts: We have around -10,000 books on the 
shelves. The primary source of adding nC\\' inventory 
is books brought or offered to us by our customers. 

'Ma" market a lld trade are hoo b e llill!\f'puhl h hillg tl-rl11> that refl' r to 
the >ile of pape rback boob. ,\la" 111ark t paperback, a rl' a >t:uu l:trd 
s i1e (about ·I° · \\ ide h1 1,·· high ) . Mt » t popular lk tioll b puhl b hed ill 

We arc primarily interested in hardbacks and trade 
paperbacks, ' both recent and old. In addition we do 
trm-cl to buy books. We have gone as far afield as 
Canada and Mex.ico. And \\'C usually get to all major 
book sales in the region . We also buy estates. If 
someone has hooks to sell , we do appreciate a call in 
a(h·ancc ('f02-'f:)5--120). 

Dick: What subject 
areas do you cover 
and which seem to 
be in the greatest 
demand? 

Wendts: We try to 
maintain a general 
stock- cver")thing from 
children ·s book-; to 
gardening, Irish liter­
ature ;md history, and 
fine bindings. We arc 
al\\'ays developing ne\\' areas , 
too. For example. we recently 
added sections on quilting and 
medieval history. The span of 
our customers' interests is Ycry 
broad. As to \\'hich areas seem 
to be most in demand , at 

Pat and Scott 
Wendt, owners 

of Bluestem 
Books. 

present these arc Western Americana, :\cbraska 
authors , military history. and theology. 

Dick: Arc there types of books that you do not 
nom1ally buy? 

Wendts: Books in poor condition , most ex-library 
hooks.' lkadcrs Digest Condensed Books, textbooks, 
and mass market paperbacks. 

Dick: How about sets of books and 
encyclopedias? 

lflendts: We buy and sell sets, hut do not 
generally deal in cncydopedi;L-;. The I I th 
edition of the Enqdopaedia /3rila11nica is 
an exception. That edition is collectible 
and \\'e do try to have it on hand. 

E\ -lihran hook> arl' tho,e th;ll 
hal l' hl'l';l part of a rntalogl'd 
lih r:u"\ rn lil'c ti nll alld hea r 
marJ.. ing> of thl· lihran \ 
m1 nl' rship :t lld oftl' ll call 
11111nhl'r' oil thl' >pinL pockl't> 
gl t1 l'd ill th l' hack. l'tc. 

this l(1 r111at. \111 o thl' r. ,ill' papl' rhark b rl'fl' rrl'd to a> tradl' or : 

1radl' >i1t·. · page II 



Dick: What is the most expensive book that you 
have sold to elate? 

\Ve11dts: That \\'ou ld be A11 Oration !Jel il'ered 011 the 

Battlqfleld ~/G'el~J ·sb111g by Ed\\·ard Everett , 
published in 1865. What made this particular book so 
valuable was that it incl uded Abraha111 Li ncoln's 
Gettysburg Address. This happens to be the fi rst book 
appeanmce of the Lincoln speech. We sold the book 
for $850. 

Dick: Didn't tarry McMurtry buy a large 
number of books from you a while back? 

lfle11dts: Yes, he did. I le bought thc111 for his 
Washington , DC bookstore. This \\"!Juld have been 
about I 0 years ago . I le purchased a collection of 
some 200 books on African history, plus a number of 
other books that he picked out. 

Dick: What do you like most-and least­
about owning and operating your bookstore? 

\Vendts: What \\'e like most is buying books, working 
with books, and learning new things about thc111 . Less 
fun is the nor111~Ll red tape that goes a.long with 
running a business: bookkeeping, filling out business 
forms, and the like. 

Dick: We hear some talk about the book being 
made obsolete by the computer. What do you 
think? 

ll"e11dts: The book is very much alive here in 
\elmL'ika. In fact it is stronger than c\·cr. In a ,,·ord, it 
is doing splendidly! The range of our customers is 
truly a111azing- all ages. all backgrounds, all 
interests. People buy books to collect. but even more 
so, to read. We arc glad that we can help thc111 out. 

Dick: 'lllanks, Pat 
and Scott. By the 
way, I was really 
happy to pick up a 
copy of Umberto 
Eco ·s II Nome 
tie/la Rosa in your 
foreign language 
section. Now I just 
need to learn some 
Italian! A 

This customer from Oregon 
headed straight for the U.S. 
history section and lingered. 

Glass-front bookcases hold a 
selection of first editions. 
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Trackin9 Rare Books Online 
by Oliver B. Pollak 

Tu•o scenarios: 1) Someone is /1tming 21 or 
50 or 65. You u•an/ to give them a first 
edition qfCurious George~) ' H. A. Ney, Gail 

Sbeel~J's P<L'isages. or a book cited in j ob11 S/1tarl 
.Iii/l's Autobiography; 2) yo1t bal'e been looki11gfor a 
book fo r u·ell Ol'er a decade, de.!ipair of jl11di11g ii, 
and inlerlibra1:J' loan just does no/ g i11e you the 
sense qf possessio11 a11d ownership !bat this 
parlic1tlar book demands. 

Libraries, new and used book-;torcs, ;mtiquari<m 
catalogs, though enjoyable, arc labor-intensive, and hit 
and miss. But now, on the Web, with your mrn computer, 
or one at your local library, is the most po\\'crfu l and 
user-friendly source to fill your bibliophi lic longings. 

Two online book dealers , Bibliofincl.com and 
lnterloc.com, tlourish on old, used ;md rare books. 
Bibliofind.com boasts "some ti mely gift ideas from the 
world's largest inventory of books fo r sale," based on 
I. 7 50 booksellers listing 5 million books. lnterloc.com 
claims "the world's largest selection of out-of-print 
books" based on 1,800 booksellers and .1.6 million 
\'Olumcs. M<my booksellers list their stock on both lists. 
Both colllain impressive holdings and \\'C need not tarry 
on truth in advertising and \\'ho is number one. 

A recent search of Willa Cather on Bibliofind.com 
re\'calcd 1,000 rnlumcs, over 20 titles in various editions 
available in the l1nitcd States, Canada, the Netherlands, 
England <Uld Australia. One of the less known works \\'<L'i 
the Life of,l!my Baker Edr(J' for , 1,000 in a first edition , 
or a 199.1 l"nivcrsity of :\cbraska reprint for $6.00. One 
bookseller was advert ising three autographed letters for 
$2,500. The cheapest book \\'as , l~ J' A11to11 ia for $.1.99. 

Tillie Olsen had 90 rnlumes and eight different titles. 
Searching Bess Streeter Aldrich on lnterloc.com revealed 
I :)8 \'olumcs, about a dozen titles, ranging from $5.00 to 
$-15 .00. 

I am sure a search for other Nebraska authors like 
Loren Eisele~'. Alvin .Johnson, Weldon Kees, Wright 
Morris, .John .\cihardt , and Mari S;u1doz \\'ould reveal a 
similar cache. 

I would he pleased to answer any questions mid case 
your passage into this technology. I c:m be reached at 
<opollak@C\\"is.edu >. A 

The 
Electronic 
Marketplace 
for Used 
Books 

page • 



Rewiew: Bachelor Brothers• 
Bed & Breakfast by Bill 

Richardson 
St. Martins Press, 

1996 paperback 
(ISBN 0-312-

17183-8) $9.95 

If quirkv characters appeal to you, try this zany 
Canadian novel set in the Pacific Northwest. When 
their mother dies, fraternal t\\'ins open a Bed & 
Breakfa-;t in their childhood home. They're lifelong 

readers and the old place is stocked with good books, 
a mouthy parrot, and a divinely screwy historv. The 
remote ishu1d establishment immediately allracts folks 
who love to read. !lave a list of books \'ou·ve ;Llwm·s . . 

meant to read' mII' and 

Peace? .l!oby Dick;, This 
fictional B&B is where you 'll 

wish you could go to sellle 
back and gel the job done. 

Rel'ietl'ed ~) ' Linda Hillegass. 
om1e1: Lee /Jooksellers. Lincoln 

Rewiew: Space: a Memoir 
byjesselee 

Kercheval 
Algonquin Book~~ 

1998 hardcover 
(ISBN 1-56512-
146-5) $18.95 

lkullling her childhood in Cocoa, Florida- right 
next door to Cape Canavenll-jesse Lee Kercheval 
sets her coming of age against the space race of the 
·(10s and '70s. Living in a communi ty deeply involved 

in the race to the moon, she \\·as a star struck child in 
awe of the space mission. Against this background. 

her own life unfolds. lier mother is increasingly 
depressed, her father hides out at work, and she ;md 

her sister arc burdened with the responsibility of 

holding the family together. A 
touching. funny, enjoyable 
read \\·ith special appc;LI to 
\HHncn ages -f(} to 50 for 
\Yhom Kercheval ·s memories 

will have an eerie familiarit\'. 

Re1•ie11 •ed l~J ' Linda 

Hillegass. 01me1: Lee Bookselle1:,·. Lincoln 

Rewiew: A Thousand Honey Creeks Later: 
by Preston Love 

University Press 
of New Engkmd, 
1997 paperback 

(ISBN 0-8195-
6320-X) $19.95 

hardcover (ISBN 
0-8195-6318-8) 

$45.00 

My Life in Music from 
Basie to Motown-and Beyond 

Preston LoYc recently turned 75. For O\'cr 60 years : Elvis Presley. appropriating music pioneered by 
audiences have heard him blow his S<Lxophone. For blacks, and receiving disproportionate rc\\'ards and 

the last two decades he had a weekly jazz commentary j rcno\\'n. 
program, " LO\'C l\otes, .. on KJOS FM radio in Omaha. : Love claims to have stayed faithful to art and truth, 

llis unrestrained, informed, and opinionated repartee even if it hurt other people's feelings. lie distinguishes 
praised. criticized. and offended. \'m\· that same no between great musicians and musicians. Clarinetist 

holds barred style has been preserved in book form Benny Goodman. for example, was the finest tech-
in Wesleyan l 'nivcrsity's Music/Culture series. The nician , but his solos were very mechanical and empty 
foremird by Love 's musician son \'orman Love. from a jazz st;u1dpoint, in Love 's vie\\'. 

preface by Johnny Otis, and introduction by George This book is a testament to Love 's incorruptible 
Lipsitz further set the context of Love's contribution to sounds and educatiornll objectives. Love is unsure 
music and jazz cri ti cism. about the future of his style of jazz in the face of 

Love played in the band \\'ith Count Basic, I.ester " hirsute maniacs" and " predatory purveyors ... On 

Young, Hay Charles, Dizzy Gillespie. I le mts a backup March I.), the Omaha IVorld Herald reported 
player for Marvin Gaye, the Temptations. Smokey "Preston LO\·e·s group has ended a :5-ycar run at the 
Hohinson. Aretha Franklin . Glad~·s Knight , and Stevie Bistro restaurant in the Old Market. Lo\'e said the 
Wonder. l.ove·s terrilot'\' band played gigs all o\'er the restaurant's entertainment budget could no longer 

Midwest. including r\lma. Fremont, Grand Island, support his jazz group." Preston Lo\'e·s mother, 
:'\ebt«L-;ka City. and Omaha. llis touring took him to Mcxic. lived to 10:) . My \\'ish is that \\'C ha\'e Preston's 
o\'er 25 states, Canada. France and Ital\'. music and opinions for 1rnmy more years. 

Love is unapologetic. Music is a life of extremes. 
of feast or famine. These gyrations arc made \\'orse 
because of racism and \\·hitc musicians. including 
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CHAUTAUQUA! 

1"ellCBQuarterly 
children read, where they went to school , what they learned, and 
what games they played nearly a century ago. 

Jane Addams, Andrew Carnegie, Dr. Charles Eastman , President 
Theodore Roosevelt, and Booker T. W~L'ihington will present their 
unique views of America at the turn of the 20th Century and show 
their relev~mce as we approach the 21st. . 

Other programs for chi ldren include: "Meet Colonel Roosevelt," 
with John Lehmmi as Theodore Roosevelt; "lf You Were a 
Millionaire," with Jeffrey Smith ~L<; Andrew Carnegie; "Dakota 
Traditions, Stories, Songs mid Dances," with Jerome Kills Small as 
Charles Eastman; .. ew Americans from Around the World ., with 
Erika Kuhlman as Jane AddmllS; ~md "AfriGUl and AfriGm-~ne1ican 
Folk Tales," with Charles Everett Pace as Booker T. Washington . 

Of course they're all dead, but Chautauqua brings them to life. 
The ebraska Humanities Council (NHC) ~md the Great Plains 

Chautauqua Society will present "Behold Our ew Century: Early 
20th Century Visions of America," in two ebraska comm.unitie~ 
each summer for three years. 

In 1998, Chautauqua will appear in Sutherland (July 30 -
August 4) ~md in Oakland (August 7 - August 11 ). Locations are yet 
to be determined for the subsequent years. 

In addition to evening programs under the tent, scholars will be 
on h ~md throughout the day for breakfasts, luncheons and afternoon 
t e~L<>. Additional programs for children and adults will allow partici­
pants to interact more closely with the Chautauqua characters. 

Adult workshops will focus on Charles Eastman ·s wife, Elaine 
Goodale Eastman, a white wommi who bridged two cultures; 
opposing philosophies of those who did not agree with Theodore 
Roosevelt; a view of those whose labor created the wealth of Andrew 
Carnegie ~md others; the rights and citizenship of women in World 
War I; other black voices during Booker T. Washington's era; mid 
traditional medicine mid food of the Dakota-;. 

Chief Chautauquan Ruth Alexander will offer "Going to School at 
the ll1rn of the Century" where youth audiences can experience what 

The Chautauqua Reader m1d the community schedules will be 
available by June 1. For more information, contact the Nebraska 
Hummiities Council , 215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 225 , 
Lincoln E 68508, 402-474-2 131 , 
<http://www.lincolnne.com/nonprofit/nlic>. A. 

----------------------------------------------------------
GIVE US A PIECE OF YOUR MlllD 
Help us Rename This Publication ... and win a bookstore gift certificate 

We'd like to give this publication a 
snappier title and know more about what our 
readers are thinking. You cm1 help with both. 
If we choose your suggestion for our new 
name, you'll win a $25 gift certificate from Lee 
Booksellers. They' re located in Lincoln , but 
they mail free anywhere in the Solar System. 

Even if we don 't pick your suggestion, fill 
out this questionnaire completely and we'll 
enter your nmiie in a drawing for a $I 0 gift 
certificate at Lee Booksellers. 

How much of the NCB Qtwrterly do you 
usually read? ( Please check only one.) 

__ Don 't read it at all. 
__ Skim it. 
__ Read only parts that appeal to me. 
__ Read it cover to cover. 

Overall , how would you rate the 
publication? Circle one. 
Ve1y favorably I 2 3 4 5 Ve1y unfavorably 

Please explain your rating: 

What topics would you like to see 
addressed in future publications? 

Please suggest potential contributors and 
topics for the publication. Feel free to 
volunteer yourseU. 

Please suggest ways we can improve the 
publication. 

What kinds of features do you enjoy 
reading in the Qtutrterly? Please mark 
all that apply: 
___ Announcements of upcoming confer-

ences, festivals m1d other events 
___ Articles on bookstores 
___ Articles about libraries 
___ Articles about local authors 
___ Articles about people 
___ Book I~evi ews 

___ Information on the 
NehnL'ika Literature Festival 

___ 1ews about the Nebraska 
Center for the Book 

___ Other. Please specify. 
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Do you have access to the lntemet? 
___ Yes. ___ No. 

Would you be interested in a Website 
that would offer updates between issues 
of this publication? 
_ __ Yes. o. 

If regular issues of this publication were 
offered on the lntemet would you still 
want us to mail you the paper copy? 
___ Yes. o. 

We want to give the NCB Quarterly a 
new name-something less academic 
and, well, boring. What do you suggest? 

Mail by June 15 to: 

Mary Jo Ryan 
Nebraska Center for the Book 
TI1e Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Lincoln, NE 68508-2023. 

_Yest 
Enter me in the contest. 

Name _____________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City _____________ _ 

State/Zip ____________ _ 

Phone 

e-mail 



""'llCBQuarterly 
Calendar of Events •••• 

Willa Cather Spring Conference Ma\' I & 2 Red Cloud 
Contact: Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial, 326 ,\. Webster, 
Red Cloud, NE 68970. Phone: 402-746-2653. 

Sandoz Society Annual Program June 12- 14 Chadron 
Phone: .)08-432-6376. 

N01folk Public Library's 4th Annual Youth Literature Festival .July 25 :\orfolk 
Contact: Karen Orevo, Literature Festival , ~orfolk Public Library, 
308 Prospect Avenue, orfolk, ~E 6870 l . Phone: 402-644-87 l 0. 

Nebraska Litemture Festival 1998 Sept. 18 & 19 Wayne 
"The World in the Plains: Plains Literature as World Literature" 
Contact: Katherine Walter at 402-472-39.19. 

THE FRAME SERVICE 
QUALITY CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 

PHOTO FRAMES, MIRRORS, ART AND PRINTS, CUSTOM FRAMING 

CONVENIENT MID-TOWN LOCATION 

»~", 
THE NEBRASKA 
CENTER FOR 
THE BOOK 

n11 nffilinrc ofr/1c Li/11m1• ~f COJLf/l'l'SS 

HOURS: MON-FRI 10-6, SAT 10-3 

do Nebraska Library Commission 
The Atrium 
1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508-2023 
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