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A FESTIYA ... L-FlllALLY! 

Nebraska 
Literature 

Festival 
Welcomes 

Plains Writers 
William Kloetkom 

David Lee 
Paul Za...-.eyski 
1\vyla Hansen 

Barbara Schmitz 
Ted Kooser 

David Allan Ev:ms 
Herb Scott 

Roy Scheele 
Bill Holm 

Art Homer 
Bryan Jones 
Dan Choan 

Eli7.abeth Cook-Lynn 
Neil Harrison 

Greg Kosmicki 
Matt Mason 

CarolAim Russell 
Ron Block 

Charles Fort 
Joan Hoffman 

Jane Candia Coleman 
Dennis Hastings 

Anna Monardo 
Nancy Mccleery 

Jonathan Holden 
Steven Sclmeider 

Lyn DeNaeyer 
Larry Holland 

Kathleene West 
Mark Sanders 

Robert McEwen 
Bob Ross 

Thomas McNeal 
Lisa Sandlin 
Jim Barnes 
Don Welch 

Brent Spencer 
Deb Carpenter 

Rod Rice 

Wayne State College to Host 
7th Nebraska Literature Festival 

After taking a year off; the Nebraska 
Literature Festival is back. Wayne State 
College, with more than 20 yem:5 of 

organiz ing the Plains Writers series under its 
belt, is the peifect fit to host the 7th Nebraska 
Literature Festival. 

Scheduled for September 17 - 19, this year's 
Festival is planned around the theme: The World in 
the Plains: Plains Literature as 
World literature. 

The Festival will explore how 
Plains writing represents the 
themes ;mcl nu;mces of world Liter­
ature. ··our goal is to emphasize 
that Plains writing is at once 
universal and quintessentially 
American," says Gretchen Ronnow, 
one of the campus org:u1izers of 
the event. 

Festival attendees will benefit 
from Wayne State College's many 
years of fostering contacts between 
writers of the Great Plains and 
general public readers. A special 
attraction of this vear's Festival will be the 
appearance of many alumni of the Plains Writers 
Series. Appearing will be an impressive array of 
authors. (Sec box at left. ) 

Student Days at the Festival 
The Festival is longer than in previous years to 

allow time for special programming aimed at high 
school and college students. Although Thursday and 
Friday events are geared toward students , the general 
publ ic is welcome. A videotape of highlights from the 
student days will be shown on Saturday when 
programs focus on the general public. 

Teachers wishing to bring students to the 
Thursday or Friday events should contact Gretchen 

Ronnow at Wayne Slate College, Humanities Division , 
1111 Main Street , Wayne, NE 68787, 402-375-7.)94. 
There is no charge to attend the Festival, but teachers 
arc asked to pre-register for Thursday and Friday 
events to provide an estimated count. 

Saturday (General Public) 
Saturday events will include several author 

readings, as well as a panel of editors of small 
presses. Also featured will ~e 
programming arranged by 
Nebraska author groups: the Willa 
Cather Pioneer Memorial , thejohn 
G. eihardt Center, the Friends of 
Loren Eiseley, the Mari Sandoz 
Heritage Society, and the Lone Tree 
Literary Society (Wright Morris). 

Panelists include Dr. Mari lyn 
Arnold of Briglm11 Young 
University, Charles Trimble <Uld 
N<Uicy Crump of the John c; . 
Neihardt Center, Dr. Dimitri 
Brcschinsky of Purdue L:niversity, 
Dr. Helen Stauffer of the University 
of Nebr<L'ika- Kearney, Dr. Barbara 

Rippey of St. Mary's College, and Dr. Joseph Wydeven 
of Bellevue Univcrsitv. 

Book Fair 
Of special interest will be a Book Fair, organized 

by Wayne State College, that will run th roughout the 
Festival. Among the books offered for sale will be in­
print works of the writers reading at the Festival. 
Authors will be available to sign books. endors ;md 
booksellers that wish to participate should contact Ed 
Battistella, Wayne State College, Humanities Division , 
1111 Ma.in Street, Wayne, NE, 68787, 402 -375-7.194, 
e-mail : <EBattistdla@wscgate.wsc.edu >. 

co11ti11 ued on 11e:rt page ... 



PUT 011 YOUR THlllKlllG CAP 
by Linda 

Hillegass 

... ~" 

P ut your bmin to u·ork aJ1d help us 

re11a111e lhispublicatioJI. We u•aJll some­

thing sJ1ajJjJie1: more Ji'ieJ1d(J'. aJ1d 111ore 

e.\jJressit•e ofourfi>rns OJI books. t!lthough 

se11eml jJeojJle did re.\jJOJ1d to our jJlea jar 

suggest ioJ1s in the last issue. tl'e 're extending !be 

con/esl deadline lo 11:)' to build !be list. ,l/ailyour 

ideas (as mm~1 · as you like) lo ,lfm:J '.fo Ryan, 

,\ 'ebraska CeJ1/er.fiJr the Book. 7'/Je Alriu111, 

1200 ,\ ' Street. Suite 120, LincolJI, ,\ '£ 68508-

Literature Festivals continue d ... 

Sponsorship 
··11·s a great pleasure to be able LO host ~ebraska's 

premier literature festival ," said Ed Ballistella, Head 
of the college's Division of Humanities. "This pro\'ides 

an opportunity to highlight \\'hat \\'e are doing to 

promote literature on campus and to promote 
Nebraska and Plains literature ... 

In addition to Wayne State College (WSC) and the 
Nebraska Center for the Book (NCB)- \\'ith 
Katherine Walter. :'\CB Festi\'al Commiuee chair­
person-sponsors of this year's Festival include the 
Nebraska I lumanities Counci l, The Gardner 
Foundation , the Nebraska Department of Education , 

Random I louse, mid the WSC Campus Bookstore. The 
campus steering committee for the event includes Ed 
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llirhard \lien . l.i11rnl11 
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<"L·fl ll' r 1111 t ill' Buoh. 

Nebraska C e nte r 
for the Book 1998 
Committees 
\l cmlwr,hip 011 rommittl't" b 1101 
rc>trirtl'd to hoard rm·mhl'r" 
l'l c:L,l' contact u' if 1 ou 11 ould 
like to become i111olll'd: l.at1t'l't'n 
Hit•dt"el. \t-lit·a,h.a C:l'1ttcr for thl' 
Book Thl' \ trium , 1200 \ Stn•t•t. 
Suite 120. Lincoln \I'. (iX~OX 
202:\ . 

Ncbra..;ka 1.iterature 
festil'al (:ommittee 
11.:ttherine \\ altl'r. (,'/Jair 
lkl' \<"I 
John llut ll'r 
Jcrn J.. romlwrg 
Dl'nbt· Brad) 

2023. e-111ail: < 11tJ1:rm1 @neon. nlc.s/ale. JI<!. US >. 

Deadline: SejJ!e111ber 30. 1998. 
If \\'e choose \'our suggestion for our Ile\\' name. 

you'll \\'in a $25 gift certificate from Lee Booksellers. 
The) 're loca!l'd in Lincoln , hut the) mail free 

any\\'hcre in the Solar System. 
Even if \\'C don 't pick you r suggestion. )OU :-.till 

hm e a chance to \\'ill . Go back to the last issue 
(Spring I <)l)8) or to the Lihrar) Commission home 

page, < http://ww\\'.nlc.statc.ne.us/>, search on 
Quarterly, and fill out the questionnaire on page~ 

co111jJ!ete(J '. We'll enter )Our name in a dra\\'ing for a 
$I 0 gift certi ficate at Lee Booksellers. .6. 

Bauistclla, Jim Brummcls. t;rctchen Ron nm\. Lisa 

S;mdlin , Bill Slaymaker, Jo Taylor. Laurel Longe, Lma 
I hmsen, Melissa Ryan. and Marian Vogel. .6. 

more 011 the Jest iml 0J1 j){(ge L . 

Leccers co che Editor 
Dear Editor, 

I am \\'Orking on a project about Wisdom , a 111aga1.ine 
published from 1956 to 1% 1. I \\ot1ld appreciate 
he;Lring from an~ of your readers \\'ho remember this 
mag;v.ine. I can be reached in Omaha at -102 -.B :)-) 166 
orb~ e-mail al < opollak@n\'is.unomaha.edu>. 

Very cord ially yours. 

Oliver B. Pollak 
Department of lli stor~. l ni\er:-.ity of \ebraska at Omaha 

Summer 1998 Vol. 8 No. 2 

Publications/Puhlicit) 
Committee 
Linda ll illega' " UJ(lir 
Oli1t·r Pollak 
lli chanl \lien 
Man Jo H1 :111 . c1· '!f/icio. 
\chr:bh.a 1.ihrar~ Cornmi"ion 
>t:LIT 

Networking/Membership 
Committee 
~kl J..rul/. <:bair 
l.or~t Blach 
l.aurl'l'll Hil'dt" l'I 

fundraising/Ue,clopment 
Committee 
lll'nbl' llrad). C'ht1ir 
Connit• <hhornl' 
,\loll) Fb her 

llod \\ agnl' r. \ ehra,h.a 1.Jhran 
C:o11111fr .. ... io11 l>in·c1or. i:-. a11 
e.1·-11f!icio 111 t·11thl' r of all 
rnmmittt·l'' to rnordinate ' t:tff 

>Upport lrom thl' 1.ihrar) 

1998 Nebraska Center 
for the Book Board 
Meetings 
August 8 . Oakland . 2:00 l'.lt. 

(in conjttnl'lion 11 i1h 1hc < ;r c<tt 
Plain~ Cha111a11q11a: ~ ill' 10 he 
antwunccd.) 
Nol'embcr 8 Lincoln . 
annual mt·e1ing. lime ;u1d ~ il l· 

lo he an1101111rl'd . 

1 be \'CH fJ1mrterlr i~ 
ptthli ~hl'd 1hrl't' limes a 1 l'a r 
h~ lhl' \ehra~ka Cl' lll l' r for tlt c 
Book, Thl' .\1rit1111. 
I .WO \ Slt'l'l'I , SttilL' 120. 
Lincoln . \E 68')08 202:i 
Subscription i~ lrt'L' 11 i1h 
111l'lllhcrship. Ed11or: Linda 
11 i I legass. De~ ign and 
prod11r1io11 : \all'rie l>a\ l<Hl 
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Wri9ht Morris Inscribed 

by Oliver B. 
Pollak 

Department of 
History, niversity 

of ebraska at 
Omaha 

What is the 
Nebraska 

Center for 
the Book? 
The Nebraska 

Center for the Book 
brings toged1er the 

state's readers, 
writers, book­

sellers, librarians, 
publishers, printers, 

educators, and 
scholars to build 
die community of 
the book. We are 

dte people who 
know and love 

books, who value 
the richness they 

bring to our lives. 
Our Nebraska 

Center supports 
programs to cele­

brate and stimulate 
public interest in 

books, reading, and 
the written word. 
We have been rut 

affiliate of the 
Library of 

Congress's National 
Center for d1e Book 

since 1990. 

B oak co//ecto1~\· are interested i11 the 
edition. condition, and dust jacket. A 
signature adds mlue to a book and the 

most prest(r:,ious is the inscribed copy. 
The recent passing of Wright Morris prompted a 

su1vey of Bibliofind on the Internet and revealed over 

""00 copies, including about :'5 signed and 12 
inscribed volumes. The following inscriptions offer 
unique views of the writing personality. 

In 711e ,lft:111 Who Was There ( l 9"15) Morris wrote 

" For Ralph & Louise who were also there and who 
know the Ward Line and the Osborn Look, Wright, 5-
LJ8." In this novel Agee Ward is ;u1 orphan whose 

mother Ethel Grace Ward died at his birth. Morris 's 
own nhlther, Grace Osborn. died when he \ms six 

days old. Morris and his wife Ma1y moved to 
llaverford and Wayne, Pennsylvania when Mary got a 
teaching job in a private school. Ralph Sargent was an 
Elizabethan scholar teaching English at I laverford 

College, where Morris also taught. 
To <mother co lleague he wrote in The l/ome Place 

( 19"18) "To Dwight I Kirsch 1- \\·ho knows that 

objects and places, coherently grouped, disposed for 
human use and addressed to it, must have a sense of 
their own. mystic meaning proper to themselves to 
give out- Wright. " Kirsch was ;u1 Iowa artist and 

writer. 

To Jeannette 1 lopkins, his editor at I larcou11 

Brace for lrJ/'e A111011g the Ca1111ibals ( 1957) and 
/he Field q/ Vision ( 1965 ) he wrote in the latter, 
"For je<urnette I lopkins and a sea warmer than the 

one on the sombre side of the gall ring. P.S. This turns 
out to be a wonderfullv ambivalent statement." In 
another copy of The Field qf Vision he wrote, "'This 
book is for O;miel for the time being very much a pai1. 

of the author's field of vision. Wright Morris. Chez les 
Needhams, July 18, 1961. .. 

Jake Zeitlin had a barn-shaped bookstore on La 
Cienega Boulen1rd in Los Angeles that comprised a 
cultural salon during the )Os ~md 40s, including 

Aldous Huxley. John Steinbeck. and photographer 
Edward Weston. In CeremOIZJ' in lo11e 7i·ee (I 960) 
Morris wrote, "For Jake. in the hope that we still 

'have the boy, the young man, .Jake Zeitlin stepping 
forth <L'i a poet' all unseemly greetings. August 19, 
1960." 

In Fire Sermon ( 197 1) he wrote to Carlos Baker, 

I lemingway's biographer, "For Dorothy and Carlos 
Baker, who have witnessed the Fire and now heard 
the Sermon, Wright Morris, Princeton , I 0-1)-7 1 ... 

This story \\«L'i facilitated by the Internet and 

conversations with booksellers in California, 
Massachusetts. ~ew York. and Pennsylvania. To do a 
similar search, go to < http://www.bibliofind.com/> 
and use the "signed/ inscribed copies .. command. .A. 

Morrie Tuttle Honored 
:'\ebraska Center for the Book's volunwer 

Executive Treasurer, Morrie l\1ttle. was awarded "The 
Literary I leritage Award" at the Lincoln Arts Council 
20th Annual Mayor's Arts Amtrds in April. I lis many 

Join the Nebraska Center 
for the Book 

'.'iame ________________ _ 

.\ddress _______________ _ 

Phone ________________ _ 

volunteer activities include contributions to literary. 
library. musical, art and museum organizations and 

causes. Congratulations Morrie! .A. 

Name/address of a friend who might be 
interested in NCB membership: 

_ $I:; Individual Membership 
_ $2) Organization<LI Membership 
__ $)0 Octmo Membership 
__ $I 00 Quarto Membership 
__ $2)0 Folio Membership 

Please send this form and a check to: 
Nebraska Center for the Book 

e-mail: The Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 

---------------------------------------------/Jfl<~;;-~------L'.~~~~~~:-~!'.-~-~~-~::~~:~:------------------



A Taste of Wayne 
)'Ile Stale College (Wc~rne. NE) serves 

'}Jpro:\'imate()' 4,000 s/11de11!sjiw11 
Nebraska, norlhtl'es/ Iowa, mmz)' 

other slates. and several foreign countries. Fifl.J ' 
percent of Wayne's s/11de11/s major in the arts 
and sciences. Unde1grad11ate humanities 
programs are available in English, mass 
communications, speech, modem languages. 
and theate1: 

The college has been a part of the NelmL"ka 
Public Radio's Big Radio on Campus program, hosted 
a summer Rural Writ ing Institute, and cooperated in 
the publication of the Nebraska Humanities 
magazine issue on "The Plains, the Prairies and the 
Hum;mities. " 

The city of Wayne, in northeast Nebraska, is 
about 120 miles from Lincoln , I 00 miles from 
Omaha, 130 miles from Sioux Falls, and 45 miles 

from Sioux City, Iowa. Accommodations are available 
at several local motels and bed and breakfasts (see 
below) and in the nearby cities of West Point and 
Norfolk. 

Wayne State has several campus attractions, 
including an arboretum <Llld a planetarium . The 
arboretum is planted throughout the campus. A tour 
guide will he available or visitors can take a sclf­
guided tour. 

The john G. Ncihardt Center is in nearby Bancroft. 

The Center includes Neihardt's home, a museum, 
exhibits, and a garden. Hours are 9 .\ . ,\1. - 5 l'.~ t. 

Monday through Saturday and 1 :.)0 - 5 P.M. Sunday; 
the Center's phone number is 402-648-.:).)88. A 

For Festival program updates and additional 
information, check the Festival web page at: 

<http://www.wsc.edu/academic/humanities/nlf.htm>. 

Headlina for Wayne 

·)~Ci 

T:'Jere is no need topre-registerjor the 
Nebraska Literature Festitial, but do 
·esen1e accommodations. Other e11ents 

in the area coincide with the Festim l and rooms 
are limited. Mention the Nebraska Literature 
Festival when you resen 1e your room. 

In (or near) Wayne 
+ Wayne Super 8 (Highway .15) , 402-:)75-4898 or 

800-800-8000. 40 .--t8 per night for a single 
room . 

+ K-0 Inn (Highway .15) , 402-.175- 1770 . 
$.16.95 per night fo r a single room . 

+ Sports Club Motel (Highway .15) , 402-.175-'-1222 . 
$.16.95 per night for a single room . 

+ Grandma Butch's Bed & Breakfast (Highway .15) , 
402-.1 75-2759. $40 - 50 per night for a single 
room . The higher rate is for a private bath . 

+ Swanson ·s Bed & Breakfast (Highway 1 5, no11h of 
Wa)11e) , 402 -58<-t -22 77 . $4 5 - 50 per night for a 
single room. The higher rate is for a pri vate bath. 

+ Camping facilities are avai lable at two locations: 

• Wayne Municipal Airport on Highway .15 , 
cast of Wayne 

• He111y Victor Park on Highway 15, 
south of Wayne. 

In Norfolk 
+ Super 8 , 122.) Omaha Aven ue, 402-:)79-2220 

+Days Inn, 1001 Omaha Avenue, 402-.1 7 1-:)0.15 

+ Ramada Inn, I 22 7 Omaha Avenue, 402-.1 1- 000 

+ Norfolk Country Inn , 120 1 South l :)th Street, 

402-.171-526.1 

In West Point 
+ Super 8, 12 11 Lincoln Avenue, '-102-:)7 2-.1998 

Food is available in the campus food court in 
the Student Center or in downtown Wayne. ~ 

/Jage II 



''/(' llCBQuarterly 

Fes~iwal Schedule 

If/SC Student Center 

Thursday, September I 7 
All re<1dillgs & p<1nels i11 G<1rd11er Hall 
Autlilorium. Book F<1ir in Stutle11t Center Atrium. 

12:00 - 12:50 Registration & e<unpus welcome 

12 ::\0 - I :-15 l~eadings about Beginnings: 
• 'l\vyla I la.nsen 

• Barbara Schmitz 
• Ted Kooser 

2:00 - .): 15 \.oices of the 
Midwest: 

• David Allan 
Evans 

• I lerb Scott 
• Ro\' Scheele 

~Yoln.s ... , ... 
H~n ""''1 .. __ 

:i:.10 - 5:00 The Stampede to Creati\'e Nonfiction. 
Writers talk about this new genre and 
read from their 
\\"Or ks: 
•Bill lloltn 

• Art I lomer 

• Bryan Jones 

5:00 - - ::iO Dinner on your 
own 

..,::\0 - 8::\0 • William 

Kloefkorn , 

Nebraska 
State Poet 
• D:l\id Lee. Poet Laureate of l"tah 

Friday, September I 8 
All re<1tlillgs & p<111e/s in G<1rdner H<1ll 
Auditorium. Book Fair i11 Student Center Atrium. 

9:00 - 9:50 Short Story Writers. Writers read from 
their works and answer questions: 
• D;m Choan 
• Elizabeth Cook-Lynn 
• Nei l Harrison 

I 0:00 - I 0:50 llere from There, pa11 one. Readings 
on place mid placement: 

• Greg Kosmicki 
• Man Mason 

11:00 - 11: 50 So This is Nebraska. Readings provide 
perspectives on what it's like to live in 
Nehr<L~ka: 

• Joan I loffman 
•Ron Block 
• Charles Fort 

12 :00 - I :00 Lunch on your own 

I :00 - I :50 The Novel and I listory. A panel of 

novelists and historim1s discuss the 
writing process: 
• j ;me Cm1dia Colem<u1 
• Dennis I lastings 
• Anna Monardo 

2:00 - .1: 15 I lere from There, part two. More 

readings on place and placement: 

• N<mcy McCleery 
• Steven Schneider 
• CarolAnn Russell 

:): 15 - 7::\0 Dinner on your own 

7:50 - 9:00 A Cowboy Gathering. Three cowboy 
poets read their work~: 

• L~11 DeNaeyer 
• Larrv I lolland 

• Paul Zarzyski 

Saturday, September I O 
All S<1/urdt~J ' readings & pa11e/s ill the Slude11/ 
Cen/e1: Book Fair crmli1111es in lbe Student Center 
Alriu111 from 9 to 5. Regislralion in /be Student 
Center Atriu111. 

9:00 - 9:50 Candid Glimpses Into the Mind of a 
Elkhorn Room Writer. Willa Cather's letters and what 

they reveal: 

• Speaker: Marilyn Arnold. 
Brigham Young l 'niversity 

• Moderator: Patricia Phillips 
(Organized by the Willa Cather Pioneer 
Memorial ) 

page • 

STUDENT 
DAYS:­
Thursday & 
Friday 
(General 
public 
welcome) 

GENERAL 
PUBLIC: 
Saturday 

All events are 
open to the 
public and free 
of charge. No 
pre-registration 
is required. 

.... ~,, 

continued on page 6. .. 



FESTIVAL l) :()() - I 0:50 

SCHEDULE \iobrara 

continued ... 
lfoom . \ 

9:00 - 10:)0 
;o..;ehraska 

Ho om 

9:00 - I 0:50 
:\iohrara 

Hoom B 

I 0:00 - I 0: )0 
Elkhorn Room 

I I :00 - 11 :50 
\iohrar;1 
l{oom \ 

11 :00 - I I :50 
Elkhorn Hoom 

I I :00 - I I : )0 
\iobrara 

Hoom B 

.. ... ~ '" 
12·()() - I :00 

Panel of Small Press Editor~. Editors 

and booksellers discuss the future of 

publishing about the Plains: 

• :\lark Sanders. Sandhills Press 

• Kathleene \'\ 'est. Puerto del Sol 

• Bonnie P o·connell . Abattoir Editions 

• Denise Brady, Bradybooks 

• ,\lison Wilson, ;o..;osi la Press 

• Dai id Mccleery. A Slmr Tempo Press 
•Jim Heese. Logan I louse 

lkadings: 

• Deh Carpenter 

• Lisa S;u1dlin 

• Brent Spencer 

•Jim Barnes 

Video l lighlights of 

Thursday/Friday Events 

Indian Vie11·s 011 \eihardl. .\ p;u1el 
discussion : 

• Charles Trimble. \eihardt Center 
Director 

• \ancy Crump. \eihardt Center 
Assistant Director 

(Organi zed by the John (;. \cihardt 
Center) 

E\patriates and Out-slaters. Headings 

and panel discussion about 11 hen• the 

center of \ ebr;L-;ka literature is found : 
• Kathleene \Vest 

• Mark Sanders 

• Hobert McE\\'en 

• Bob lfoss 

• \1oderator: c;retchen lfo1111011 

From the (;reat Plains to the Steppes of 

Russia. Loren Eiseil'y Transplanted: 

• Speaker: Dimitri Breschinsk\', Purdu l· 
l ni\'ersil~ 

( Organi1.ed by the Friends of Loren 
Eisele~) 

Information Sessions. 1.iteratu re related 

groups 11 ill he arnilable al tables to talk 

11 ith interested persons. including: 
• Finelines 

• \'ebraska English Language .\rts 
Council ( \EL\C) 

• \ehraska \et11 ork 2 I ( \\ -21) 

• Omaha Literacy Council 

• \ ehraska \\"riling Project 
• Hural \ oices Project 

• School at the Center 

l.11nd1 on ~our 011 n 

1:00 - 1:)0 
\ebraska 

Hoom 

2:00 - 2: )() 
'.'liobrara 

Room A 

G'oud11 igbt. 
.\'ebmska: Heading 

and discussion hr 
author Thoma~ 

Mc\eal 

Fal'orite Female 

Characters in the 

\'\'ritings of Mari 

Sandoz .. \ P;u1el 

Discussion : 

• Helen Stauffer. l " nirersit~ of 
~ebraska Kearnc1 

• Barbara Rippe1·. St. Mar~ 's College. 
Omaha 

• I lolly Boomer. 

Oglala Lakota College. SD 

• Daniel Mct;!ynn . Mari Sandm 
I leritage Society 

(Organi1ed b~ the ,\lari Sa11do1. I leritage 
Societ1 ) 

2:00 - 2:)0 lkmemhering \Vright 1orris. 

Elkhorn Room \"ehraska and Bcrnnd: 

•Joseph \'\~del"en , Belle1ue L " nilersit~ 

• Hod Rice, L .S . . \.ir Force . \cadem~ 

(Organized b1 the Lone Tre<' 1.it crar~ 

Society) 

:\:00 - :\ :-15 The \\'ild Beneath Things: the Blood 

:\ebrask..a and Bones of \ature. Closing Headings: 
Hoom • \eil I larrison 

• Don \\ elch 

:\:•15 - 5:00 Additional time to lmmse the Book Fair 

j}(ip,e II I/Jore: llf!J 'lll' ,\fate C:ollq.?e 
/l11111r111ities 811i/di11,f.! 



Rewliew: 
by Janice A. Radway 

University of 
North Carolina Press, 

1997, hardcover 
(ISBN 0-8078-2357-0) 

$29.95 

by Lynne Sharon 
Schwartz 

Beacon Press 
1996, hardcover 

(ISBN 0-8070-7082-3) 
$18.00 

1997, paperback 
(ISBN 0-8070-7083-1) 

$10.00 

A Feelin9 for Books: the Book-ol­
the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and 
Middle-Class Desire 

and 

Ruined by Readin9: A Lile in Books 

\\'here do our idea:- come from ·1 I lo\\' 
does the intellect develop? :\eurologists, 
psychiatrists, ps)cl1ologists, and educators 
prl'sent \'<tr)ing theoril's. John Stuart Mill"s 
Alllobiol~mjJl~r ( 187.)) and llenr") Adam's 
Edllcalio11 q/He111y Adams ( 1906) are 
classics on ('litist intellectual de\'elopment. 
One hundred years later, two \\'omen 
rl'\'e;Ll their middle-class intellectual de\el ­
opment as professional readers "ith 
authorit), charm. and "himsy. 

In 1925. the O.~/iml E11glisb 
/Jiclio11my identified a new word , 
'"middle-bnm'. ·· The follo\\'ing) ear, l'ntre­
preneur Harry Scherman started the 
Book-of-the-Month Club. Literary judges 
:--creened books and ad,·ised readers . 
Rad\\'a) , a scholar of reading. published 
Neruli11g the No111m1ce in 198-1. She mils 
her current ill\estigation an ethnographic 
account. It is also intense!) personal as 
she recalls being bedridden for a ) ear at 
the age of 12. lier teacher. Mr. Shymansk~ , 

brought bm,e:-- of Book-of-the-Month Club 
boob to her house. <her 20 ~ears later. 
she looked at those \Olumes. ,,·hich 
included To A'ill a ,l/ocki11ghird and 
llmforie .llomi11gstar, and a:--ked que:--­
tion:-- about club selection procedure. the 
nature of .\merican culture and reading 
habit!'> , and hem these hooks had affected 
her. 

The middle-class \\as concerned '' ith 
famil") . leisure and profession . Thl'ir bus) 
li\l'S acrepted the club ·s cultur;Ll guidance 
to m;L\imize a sense of imprm ement and 
as:--ociation \\'ith culturl' . and to satis~ the 
urge to collect. Some librarians, authors. 

publishers and bookstores opposed the club for 
disLOrting culture. The month!) hook club ne\\S \\'as 
not so much a critical revie,,· as a descriptive guide 
for potenti;Ll selection. 

Hadwa) 's research occurred \\ htn club mores 
\\ere challenged by Time-Warner, its new o\\'ner. One 
sign of change was the elimination of judges in 199-1 . 

Schwartz, a nmclist , has written !Jislllrbances in 
the Field and ?be Faliglle rlrlisl. Although her title 
suggests that reading is dangerous, her point is that 
no )01111g girl. \"ictorian or othen\ise, wm, ever 
ruined b) reading. She rec:Llls learning to read the 
Little Leather Library on the shelf. a precursor of the 
Book-of-the-Month Club, at age three and a half. She 
later read the most popular of the club ·s offerings, 
William Shirer's The Nise a11d Fall qf" !be 11Jird Neicb 
(I 960) . 

Generations of Americans have read rl ,l/essoge lo 
(,'arcia b) Elbert I lubhard, part of the high school 
canon. She demonstrates the hollcl\\ ness of its tenets 
of loyalty and dul) . Sclmartz rt'Calls the impact that 
Bell) Martin\ mo\'ing sto1") of a leper colony, .1/irac/e 
al Can•1lle, had 011 her. 

Literature comprise:-- a major facet of our 
common culture. \\ ithout e\·er meeting Had\\ a) or 
Schwartz, you ma) feel a kinship for hming tra\l'rsed 
the same books. The) both speak highly of Willa 
Cather. Their two books. borro\\'ed from the lihrat") , 
ill\aded Ill) consciousness. :\ppl)ing their models and 
ruminations )Oil In<l) reflect on earl) readings and 
libnt1") usage, including \\ailing for the mail and 
devouring Header's Digest condensed hooks. 

Both authors mine Marcel Proust 's S11 ·m111 :,· lk~J '. 

and Italo C;Ll\ino 's [/011 o ll"i11/er :,· .\(t<hl rt Tm1 ·eler. 

and I am determined to read both soon . Thus, 
another e\planation of the professional reader\ intel­
lectual dl'\ elopment: One thing leads to another. 

Ne1 ·iell'ed l~J ' Olil'er H l'o/lak. /Je/>ar/l/le11/ r!l 
llislo1y. l 11i1 ·ersi~r r!f\"ehmska at 01//aha 

jJage • 



Calendar of Events •••• 
"Meet Eleanor Roosevelt" Cbt111/t111q11a-s~yle. 
Sponsored hy Nebraska Hu1rnmities Council (\' llC). 
Contact: Marj Mm1glitz 402-464<~60 7. 

Nebraska Literature Festival 1998 'Tbe World in 
tbe Plains: Plains Literature as World Literature ... 
Contact: 402-375-7394. 

·~Long as tbe Grass Will Grow" Native American 
tradition -hearers , sto1ytellers , and western poets. 

Sponsored by NllC. Contact: Mike Morava .108-665-2900. 

Lincoln City Libraries Annual Book Sale at tbe 
Nebraska State Fairgrounds. 
Contact: Barbara II an sen 402-44 1-8512 . 

Nebn1ska Ce1ller for the Book A111111al Meeting. 
Contact Laureen Riedesel 402-223-5584. 

Symposium on Etlward Curtis tmd bis 111e North 
American Indian, published 1907 - J 9 .10 in 20 volumes 
and 20 portfolios. University of NebnL-.;ka-Lincoln , 
Great Plains lfoom of Love Librat). 

Cont.act: Eva Sartori 402-472-6987. 
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THE NEBRASKA do Nebraska library Commission 

The Atrium CENTER FOR 
THE BOOK 1200 N Street , Suite 120 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508-2023 
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