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Chadron State Colle9e Site of 
8th llebraska Literature Festival 

0 n September 17 and 18, Oglala Lakota 
College and Chadron Stale College 
(CSC) will co-host the 1999 Nebraska 

literature Festival on the campus of Chadron 
State College. The theme, Crossing Borders: 
Geographical , Ethnic, and Litera1y Frontiers in 
Plains Literature, acknowledges and celebrates 
the interstate cooperation behind the 1999 
Festival. Artists finm several states, working in 
va1ious fonnats and representing diverse 
cultures, will come together to read, act, discuss, 
and pe1form during the f estivities. 
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Friday 
The Festival will begin Friday morning 

with a series of writing workshops led by 
prominent regional poets, novelists, story 
writers, non-fiction writers , and play­
wrights. Wi lliam Kloefkorn , Nebraska State 
Poet; Dan O'Brien , award-winning author 
of Spirit qf the Hills and a new novel set 
at Fort Robinson ; Peggy Adair; and 'J\vyla 
Hansen will be featured , along with other 
experienced author-teachers. I ligh school 
and college writers , as well as the general 
public, arc encouraged to register early 
since enrollment in the workshops is 
limited. Concurrent poetry reading and 
storytelling sessions will be offered for 
those not participating in the workshops. 

Friday afternoon will feature a variety 
of events, including poet1y and prose 

readings, Mexican and Irish dancers, American 
Indian sto1ytellcrs, a readers · theater group, and a 
drum corps. A Cowboy Poct1y Gathering, featuring 
Glen Ohrli n, Echo Roy, and Deb CaqJentcr, will start 
the activities fo r Friday evening in the CSC Ballroom. 
Coun t1y Oak, the premiere count1y and western band 
in the region , will conclude the evening with music 
and dancing at the historic Olde Main Street Inn in 
downtown Chadron . 

Saturday 
On Saturday, a series of readings by poets, prose 

authors, and playwrights will give the audience a 
chance to hear authors read from their work and talk 
about their writing processes. Also scheduled fo r 
Saturday morning and afternoon arc pm1els to discuss 
the works of various Plains writers , including 
Nebraska authors Willa Cather, Mari S~mdoz , john 
Neihardt, Loren Eiseley, Bess Streeter Aldrich, and 
Wright Morris. In addition , participants wi ll discuss 
music lyrics, environmental literature, Mari Sm1doz 
archival material , histo1y of the 1ebra.ska PanhanclJe, 
the works of contempora1y Plains playwrights, and 
the proce:s of getting a collaborative publishing 
venture successfu lly into print. In the afternoon, a 
CSC readers ' theater group wi ll perfo rm a play by 
Nebraska dramatist Doug Marr. Saturday evening will 
conclude with <lll open mike reading and jam session 
at the Olde Main Street Inn . 

Sunday 
On Sunday, those who want to enjoy the many 

natural and cultural attractions of the area on their 
own may venture off to tour S;mdoz Country (maps 
will be available) , or to visit nearby Ft. Robinson, the 
Museum of the Fur Trade, Toadstool Park, or Agate 
Fossil Beds. Guided tours of Mari Sandoz Country led 
by Sybil Berndt, Ft. Robinson and Lovers" Leap led by 
Wilmer Mesteth ancVor Tom Buccker, and American 
Indian and Crazy Horse si tes near llay Springs led by 
David and Mabcll Kaddacck, arc also planned. 
Complete schedule on page 4. 

Sponsorship 
The Festival is sponsored and fonded by the 

Nebraska Center for the Book, the Nebraska 
I lumanities Council , Chadron State College, Oglala 
Lakota College, and the Mari Sandoz Heritage Society, 
with additional funding from the I lcartland Art Fund 
and the Nebraska Division of Travel and Tourism. The 

conti1111ed on page 4 ... 



Crossin& Borders 
by Gerty Cox, 

Editor, VCB News An exciting look at the geographical. 
ethnic. and litermyji'OJ1tiers in the area 
surrounding Chadron and the Oglala 

Lakota College is possible in Septembe1: Take 
lime lo read this issue of the NCB News about the 
i111wmli1 1e ,\'ebraska Literature Fesliml in 
Chadron. 7l1e acli11i/ies listed 011pages 4 and 5 
demons/rate that mc11~J' people are scheduled lo 

talk about u•ril ing and u•rilers. and that many 
zl'ho u•rite u•ill discuss their work before and 
af!erpublicalion. and lead writing workshops. 

It will take a real effort to attend the Chadron 
Literature Festival if you are from the eastern part of 
the state. Those of you who make that effort will not 
be disappointed in either the content of the festival or 
the surrounding attractions. It will be well worth your 
time. .A. 

Homestead Days Celebrated in Beatrice 

-"~"; 

Gene Greissman and.fack Gladstone 
headlined the Homestead Da)'s e11/er­
tai11ment this summer at Homestead 

,\ 'ational Jlfonumenl of America. Greissman, an 
internalional(J'}cnned author and professional 
~jJeake1; porlrc~)'ed Abraham Lincoln. Gladstone, 
a Blaclefeel Tribal membe1; pe1formed in 
COJ?junclion with Greissman. Beth Cross, a 
st01yteller that beliel'es ''stories need a 
community lo be shared in and communities 
are the stories they tell," gave a stOJ:J'lelling 
concert. Esther Barber presented an informative 
and amusing presental ion on the mnishing 
American outhouse, rangingjinm two-sto1:J' 

outhouses to those built through the Works 
Progress Administration of the 1930'.\·. 

Senator David Landis closed the Homestead Days 
program with his Norris: A Nebraska Colossus 
presentation highlighting Senator Norris' 40 years in 
Congress. From rural electrification , to Nebraska's 

unique Unicameral, to the creation of llomestcad 
National Monument of America, his rise from the 
farm to Congress is a testament to the power of one 
honest man. Senator Landis portrayed Norris in 
speech and in appearance. 

Traditional arts and crafts demonstrations that 
have been part of Homestead Days since the event 
started in 1979 were also presented. Homestead 
National Monument of America is located four miles 
west of Beatrice on Nebraska State Highway 4. .A. 

Nebraska Center for the Book 
Board and Committees 
NE Utcrature Festival 
Katherine Walter, Cornmillee Chair. \ CB 
\ice President/President Elect 
.Jern Kromherg . . \CB Treasurer 
\'icki Clarke 
.John Butler, \CB Secretan· 
Dee Yost , .\CB President 

By-1.aws 
Laureen Ri edesel , \Cl~ Past President 
Ike Yost , \ CB President 

Funding/Membership 
Connie Osborne. Commillee Chair 
,\1el Bohn 
Molli' Fbher (e\ officio) 

l'rognuns/Projects 
Mel Krutz. Commillec Chair 
Laureen medescl. .\Cl~ Past President 
1.o ra Black 

Publications/Publicity 
Gerrv Co\. Comrnillce Chair 
Oliver Pollak 
Dick Allen 
Mar\' .Jo Rian (ex oHkio). \ehraska 
t.ihrarv Commission stall 

Awards Art Coordinator 
Denise Brad\' 
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1999 Nebraska Center for the 
Book Board Meetings 
No\'ember 7 . Red Cloud, Annual 
meeting. featuring Terr~ Elans, author 
of l'mirie: Images r!f'(,'ro111ul a11d Skr. 
time to he announced. 
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Advertising 
n1e ,\ 'CB ,\ 'eu·s can accept up to four 1/8 
page ads for each issue. The adl'ertisi ng 
rate is $ 125 for 1/8 page . .VCB .Ve11 '.1· is 
issued May I , August t 5. ;u1cl November 
I . The adl'ertising <llld copy deadline is 
si:-. ll'eeks prior to issue date. For details. 
contact Mary Jo Rian , \ebnL~ka Center 
for the Book, The Atrium, 1200 .\ Street, 
Sui te t 20, Lincoln , .\E 68508-202:\ : 
phone -102--1- 1-20•15, 800-:\07-26(!) , 
e-mail: < mjryan @neon.nlc.state.nc.us>. 

'l/Je ,\ 'CH .\'eu•s is published three times a 
l'car h1 the \chraska Cen ter for the 
Book, The .\tri um , 1200 .\ Street. 
Suite 1.W. Lincoln , \E (l8508-l02:\. 
Subscription is free ll'ith membership. 
Editor: Clerr~ Cox. Design and 
production : \ 'ail'rie Da11on. 
Staff: Man Jo R1-;u1 



tlo ies, B okstore i 
bJ' Oliver B. 

Pollak, 
Depm1ment of 

l listory, University 
of . ebraska at 

Omaha 

1sked.f11·e <!/lllJ' smart J'/Jf}-/Jo/di11g.fi'ie11r/.\· 
1ho11t.f7/111s !l'ilb /ihrmy or hooks/ore p lots 011d 
a111e 11/J ll'ilh t1f)(J11/ JO l i!les . .fi)//r <!/11hich 

a/Jfwared si11ce J<)9H. s11ggesl i11g either /HJor 
111e11{(ny or a11 e111e1;f..!.illp, ge11re. 

\ computcr sa\Y~ mm ic huff in troduced me to 
l\1I>h.com (llllernet \1mie Database) \\hich lisb 

l>t:<:aclc 

·90~ 

'iumhcr 
of Films 

more than ~00 .000 films and tell'\ ision programs 
indt"\ed h~ titlt'. director. performer. plot. and 

kc~'' ord. Searching boob. bookstore. librarian 
and lihrar~ ~ il'lded more than 1.:;o films 

'""Os -

'60s ~ 

·50s I] 

·40s E 

·30s -

including rnmnh. romance. drama. m~sten. st'\. 
'iolence. had language. horror. criml' . and 
n1urder. Eliminating duplicates and foreign 
language films left -18 titlt's . "II" indicates that the 
mO\it• is based 011 a hook and .. , .. indicates that 

according to reel.com and .\ma1011.com. it b 
mailablt' in 'ideo. 

The mega-bookstore cum cafe of the '80s and 
'l)Os is reflected in film productivity. The fifties 
Cold War and anti -intellectualism produced one 
film and it \\'as about censorship and bigotry. 

Web searches arc not definitive. 1'/Je .Va111e <!f 
the Nose. Poper Cbase. and Ne11ben Ne11be11 , did 
not sho\\' up on the Web. Some book titles, like 
L'mherto Eco ·s .\'a111e qftbe Nose and Fast 

Co111pmzr by Marco Page (pseudonym of llarr~ 
l\urnitz), arc preserved in the film title. L{/e is 
Beo11![/iil. scripted for the screen, enjoyed bookstore 
success. )(m ·1·e ~·01 .\Jail is the progeny of SbojJ 
.·lm1111d !be Comer ( I 9-1 I ) . 'fao films have Nebraska 
connections: Joan Micklin Silver. director of Crossi11g 
1Jela11cey. hails from Omaha and the Marks & Co. 
sign from 8-f Chari11g Cross No{{(/, rescued b~ D~u1 
Kell~. hangs in the College of St. Mary Li bran. 

You can add to this list hv e-mail to 
< OBPOmni @aol .com >. A 

Join the Nebraska 
Center for the Book 

:\ame _________________ _ 

.\ddress _________________ _ 

Phone _________________ _ 

e-mail: 

""' 
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\olting llill (I')')')) 

l.m l' l.t·Itt'I' I Jl)<)<J) 
ShoOiing l':L'l ( I t)lJ<)) 
l 11ro11d11ional I.oil' ( J l)l)l)) 
I.i ll• is l\t'au1ifuJ11 ( 1')')8) 
'011\l' <.ot \tail • ( Jl)<)8) 
( ;l'orgl' &. Ll'o ( I')')-) 
Bulh Ihl' \ ampirl' Sla1t·r 

( Jl)l)-) 

l'al'll c.1rl 1 ( l')')'i ) 
(,;1hril'I l\111gl11 Siils ol Iht· 

hllhl'l",t: ( Jl)l) I) 

rhl' l'agl'lllastl'r ' ( I <)l) I J 
~almonlwrnl's' ( i <)l) I l 
lra11S1ha111a l111s1 ( l'l'lllJ 
I. \lad111a11 1 I 1 'l8lJ l 
Thl' Cook. till' Tl11l'f. 1 lis \\ if t• 

&. lll'r lmt•r111 ( I ')8') ) 
C.ross111g lll'ia11n·1 ' ( 1988 J 
Burglar1 ( i ')8-) 
Thl' \ :une of tlH· Roselil 

( 1')8(J) 
Tht' Brt'aklast Cluh• ( I 'JX(i) 
X 1 Charing Cro~s RoacJ111 

( J l)8(l) 
The Bod) in Ih t' l.i hran·111 

( J <)8) ) 
Bugs Bunn) ·s Third ,\Im ie: 

I 00 I Rab hi I Tales ( 1982 ) 
Reu hen Reu hen ( 1981) 
The I louse l'osst'SSl'd ( I <)81 ) 
The .\Ilic• ( 19-•)) 

lhl' I lollrnood <;1ra11gil'r 
\lt·t·b the Skid lfo11 
Slasher• ( I 'l-') J 

l lu111er1 ( 19-- 1 
l·o11l l' Ja1111 ( llJ-8) 
l.t• Se\ Shop' ( I l) - 1) 

l'apl'r Chasl'' ( 19-)) 
St·1 l'll \1im11esli ( I lJ-1 l 
Cloodh1e Col11111hus" ( I lJh'J J 
Fahrenht'it 1=;1 r1 t llJ(i(l l 
'011 rl' a Big llm \011 /;' 

( I %Ci) 

Hollll' \th e111un·1 t 1 'Hi2 J 
rlit• \ll1s1 r \Ian t I 'Hi.! J 
Rl'tu rn IO l't·1 wn l'lan·111 

( jl)(il l 
Siorm C:l'lltl'r ( I 'J'i(J l 
\lrica Sr reams• 1 I 'l 1') l 
1-rrnn this lla1 hirnardr 

( ll)1(1 ) 
Snillll's and !Ill' llook11 or111 

c I lJ .-\l)) 
l'hn·e l.mt•s llas \ann 

( Jl):\8) 
Cl irl in the Crn11 d ( I l):))) 
fast and Furious/I (I l):il)) 
Fas! Co111p:m1·11 ( I l).)8) 
C.O.D. ( ll),11) 
The Babbling Book ( 1951 ) 
I.oral Bm 1\takes Cl oocl 

( 1951 ) 

What is the Nebraska 
Center for the Book1 
The Nebra<>ka Center for the Book brings together the 
state's readers. w1iters, booksellers, librarians, 
pubLishers, printers, educators, mid scholars to build 
the community of the book. We are the people who 
know and love books, who \'alue the richness they 
bring to our lives. Our Nebm~ka Center supports 
progrmns to celebrate and stimulate public interest in 
books, reading, and the written word. We have been 
:m affiliate of the Libra1y of Congress's ational 
Center for the Book since 1990. 

Name/address of a friend who migh t be 
interested in NCB membership: 

__ $15 Individual Membership 
_ _ $25 Org;mizational Membership 
__ $50 Octavo Membership 
__ SI 00 Quarto Membership 
__ $250 Folio Membership 

Please send this form and a check to: 
Nebraska Center for the Book 
111e Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120 
tincoln, NE 68508-2023. 
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following local businesses ~u1d organizations have 
also contributed their support: the Best Western 
Motel , the Westerner Motel , the Roundup Motel , 

•••• llebraska 

Microtel Inn and Suites, the Grand 
Westerner Motel, Olde Main Street Inn , 
Chadron State Park, and Ft. Robinson 
State Park. Special contributions to the 
Nebraska Center for the Book from the 
Best Western West Hills Inn in Chadron , 
Community First National Bank in 
Chadron, Media Productions and 
Marketing, Inc. in Lincoln , Pollak & 
Hicks Law, P.C. in Omahaand Houchen 
Bindery Ltd. in Utica helped make the 
Festival possible. 

Literature 
Festiwal 

Crossing Borders: 
Geographical, Ethnic, 

and Literary Frontiers 
in Plains Literature 

All events are 
open to the 

public and free 
of charge. No 

pre-registration 
is required. 

..... ~" 

The Festival planning committee 
includes Deb Carventer and Holly 

Boomer from Oglala Lakota College; Andrew Elkins, 
Kathy Agar, mid Mary Ann Rudy from Chadron State 
College; Susan Vastine from Chadron High School ; 
and Ma1y Ellen Elkins of Chadron. 

Everyone is welcome and registration is free. For 
more program details (as they are available) or to 
register for a Friday morning writing workshop, 
contact Andrew Elkins, Dept. of Language ~me! 

Literature, 1000 Main St., Chadron State College, 
Chadron NE, 69337, 308-4.)2-6:)07 or 308-432-
2047, e-mail: <aelkins@csc.edu > . 

Book Fair 
A Book Fair will run throughout the Festival in 

the CSC Student Center. Publishers, distributors , and 
organizations will sell books by Festival participants, 
as well as books on local and regional history, 
politics, and culture. 

Par1icipants will include: Chadron Book Shoppe, 
S~mdhills Press (Mark Sanders) , Nebraska 
Newspaper Project, Universi ty of Nebraska Press, 
Nebraska Humanities Council , Academic Freedom 
Coalition of 1ebnLo.;ka, 1ebraska English Language 
Arts Council , ebraska Literary Heritage Association , 
Wordsmith Books and Arts (Francis Moul) , John G. 
Neihardt Center, Mari Sandoz Heritage Society, 
Friends of Loren Eiseley, Four Winds Indian Books, 
Prairie Schoo11e1; Backwater Press (G reg Kosmicki) , 
Logm1 House Press (Jim Reese) , and a special table 
of festival participants' books. The Chadron State 
College Eagle Pride Book Store in the Student Center 
will a.lso he open. 

Vendors and booksellers that wish to participate 
should contact Andrew Elkins, Dept of Language and 
Literature, 1000 Main St. , Chadron State College, 
Chadron NE, 69337, :)08-4.)2-6.)07 or .)08-4.12-

Festival Schedule 
All events in the Chadron State College 
Student Center, unless otherwise noted. 

Friday, September I 7 
9:00-10:30 a.m. Writing Workshops: 

Bill Kloefkorn 
Dave Mar1in 
Greg Kosmicki 
Kent Meyers 
Barbara Schmitz 
Doug Marr 
Ron Block 

9:00-10:30 a.m. Readings: 
Jim Reese 
Karen Shoemaker 

10:00-11 :00 a.m. Readings: 
Kelly Madigan Erlandson 
Charles Fo11 

10:30 a.m.-noon Writing Workshops: 
Dan O'Brien 
Bill Clemente 
Jim Hanson 
Brent Spencer 
Peggy Adair 
'J\vyla Hansen 
Mary K. Stillwell 

11:00 a.m.-noon Storytellers: 
Anne Bod1mm 
Mary Heise 
Lucille Saunders 

Noon-1 :00 p.m. Mexican Dance Group 

Noon-1:00 p.m. Irish Dancing: 
Kelly Madig;m Erlandson , et al. 

Noon-1:00 p.m. Mari Sandoz panel: 
Dan Holtz, et ;u. 

1:00-2:00 p.m. Willa Cather: 
Betty Jean Steinshouer 

1 :00-2:00 p.m. Readers' TI1eater: 

l :00-2:00 p.m. 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Director Bob Curry, Oglala 
Lakota College 

Readings: 
Mary K. Stillwell 
Marjorie Saiser 

Native American 
Storytellers/flute: 
C<uvin Jumping Bull 
Wilmer Mesteth 

2047, e-mail: <aclkins@csc.edu > . ... 
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Student Poetry Contest, 
with cash prizes 



Chadron 
State College 

Student Center 

3:00-4:00 p.m. Readings: 
Peggy Adair 

Barbara Schmitz 

3:00-4:00 p.m. Native American Drum 
Corps and Dancers 

7:00- 8:30 p.m. Cowboy Poetry: 

9:00 p.m­
midnight 

Deb Carprnter 

Echo Ro\' 

Otto Rosfcld 

Glenn Ohrlin 

Preceded by the prese11/alio11 

<!(the Mildred Bennett Award 

lo a11 i11dil •idual ll'ho bas 

made r1 sig11 (f7ca11/ co11 /ri ­

butio11 lo./(Js/eri11g the 

lilermy lmdilio11 in .\ 'ebmska 

Country Oak. Country­
western and Oldies Band, 
Olde Main Street Inn . 1st 

and Main 

Saturday, September I 8 
9:00-10:00 a.m. Readings: 

Bill Klodl<0rn 
R. E McEwen 

9:00-10:00 a.m. Readings: 
Shirk~ Fresquez 
Patricia Catches 

9:00- LO:OO a.m. Music Lyrics: 
\\'ill Peters 

Tony Bra\ e 

I0:00-11:00 a.m. Readings: 
Dan O'Brien 

Kent Me~ er~ 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Readings: 
Brent Spencer 
Ron Block 

10:00-1 l :00 a.m. Music with l.iterm·y 
Themes: 
Dan I loltz 
\orm ,\lartin 

I I :00 a.m.-noon Readings: 
.J. \. Brummds 
Don \\'elch 

11:00 a.m.- noon Readings: 
'I\\) la I lansen 
Charles Fort 

Greg Kosmicki 

Noon-I :00 p.m. Bess Streeter Aldrich panel: 
Lori Kemner 
Carol Petersen 

'
11"llCBNews 

Noon-1:00 p.m. History Panel: 
Grace Gouevia 

.Jim I lanson , 
Mabel! Kadlecek 
Tom Buecker ( tentative) 

1 :00-2:00 p.m. Loren Eiseley/Wright 
Morri~ohn Neihardt 
Panel: 
\;me~ Crump 

.Joseph W~de\'en 
Christine Papp<L'i 

J :00-2:00 p.m. Plains Playwrights: 

2:00-.'l:OO p.m. 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

2:00-3:00 p.m 

3:00-.:00 p.m. 

.~:O(l-4:00 p.m. 

E\'ening 

Margaret Griffith 
Doug Marr 
Mai) \ ·allette 

Kc' in Lawler 
\hl\ Sparher 

Willa Cather Panel: 
Susan \-la.her 
,\latt I lokom 

Ste\e Shi\el\' 

Mari Sando7./Archi\'es: 
Ka~ \\alter 
Kimberli Lee 

Readers· Theater: 
Doug Marr, playwright 

Case Study: P11hlishing. 
Leaning into tbe Wind: 
Mind~ Keskenin 
c;aydell Collier 
\ ;me~ Curti ~ 

Em ironmental Uterature 
Panel : 
Druci lla \\all 
Drn i se Ban kc r 
Barbara TraC\ 

Open Mike Reading. 
Jam Session 
Olde :\fain Street Inn. 
l stand \lain 

page II 



Lincoln Gains Two llew Libraries 
by john R Dale, 

Lincoln City 
Libraries, Assistant 

Libra1y Director, 
Project Manager 

T 1•0 11ell' bra11ch libraries, 011e 11mned 
rifler one of Nebraska '.\'foremost authors. 
Loren Corey Eiseley, the other rifler 011e 

of Li11col11 :s· most dedicated ml1111teers, Bess 
Dodso11 Walt: tl'hat could be more e.rciting? 
Li11col11 11oters appromd a 15.2 million dollar 
bond issue for the 11ell 1 branches i11 Noz1ember 
1998. The Li11col11 Ci~)' Libraries board. in its 
April 1999 meeting, selected the architectural 
jlrm q/Clark E11erse11 Partners for the design. 

Eiselcy branch will he constructed near 14th and 
Superior Streets in the northwest quadnmt of Lincoln. 
It will be located within Lincoln Parks and 
Recreation ·s new Keech park. The library and the 
neighborhood park will share a twelve-acre site. The 
Keech family, whose farm was located on this site, 
recalls that Eiseley and his good fri end UN-L 
Professor Wilbur Gaffney used to walk in the area and 
stop by at Grandmother Kecch's farm house for 

drinks of water. The chi ldren's room will be named 
for Mary Ellen Rice, a long time staff member for 
Lincoln City Libraries and a member of the Keech 
familv. 

Walt branch library will also be constructed on 
park land , the Colonel Densmore park, in the 
southwest quadrant of the city near 14th and 
Thunderbird Lane. Bess Dodson Walt was a long time 
member of the Lincoln City Libraries board and foun­
dation and a volunteer in other arts and humanities 
endeavors within Lincoln. A new YMCA building wi ll 
be located on property adjoining the park. The three 
facilities will share a 70-acre site. 

Both libraries will be designed at 30,000 square 
feet with an addition;J 2,000 square feet for one of 
the buildings to house Lincoln City Libraries· book­
mobile. Construction for the branches is scheduled to 
begin in the spring of 2000. The buildings are 
scheduled to open in February 2002. A 

Arts and Literary Journal Hi9hli9hts 
Re9ional Events 

by Bob Boyce, 
Lincoln City 

Libraries Grassroots ebraska is, its subtitle tells us. 
a ".free month()! regional journal. " Its 
pwpose was originally to promote 

Nebraska art and literature, but its ente1prising, 
self-educated editor/publisher, Kim Smith, has 
made it more than that. 7be banner across the 
top of the.front page now reads BOOKS-ART­
HISTORY-EVENTS-PEOPLE & Pl.ACES-SPECIAL 
INTEREST 

Each interesting issue has sevenJ feature articles , 
a couple of reviews of Nebraska books, an events 
calendar, and a profile of an artist, as well as occa­
sional humor from Bob Rhuba11, a Paul Fell cartoon , 
news notes, fiction, and poetry. Had you been reading 
Grassroots Nebraska since it began in October 1997, 
you might have seen articles on musicians, a11ists 
(B.C. Lavelle and David AIJes) , art ga!Jeries, authors 
(Duane Hutchinson and Roger Welsch) , bookstores, 
publishing (Bison Books, the Fine Lines magazine) , 
and a review of an Opera Omaha performance of 
Verdi. Smith also included articles on history (the 

Stuhr Museum and Locomotive 7 10, now in the 
Haymarket in Lincoln) ;md business (Billy's 
Hestaunmt and the Zoo Bar, both in Lincoln). 

Although Grassroots Nebraska is billed as a 
regional joumlli and copies arc distributed in more 
than 500 locations across Nebraska, much of the 
material has been drawn from Lincoln . Smith aims to 
expru1d lo 80 pages in the next two years (currently 
24-26 pages per issue, up from 12 in the first issue) 
and to a circulation of I 00,000 copies. He hopes to 
achieve distribution in every Nebraska community. 

This journal is a symbol of what perseverrulCe can 
do, with ads from car dealers , bookstores, ru1tique 
stores, realtors, a bru1d, a bar, food stores, restau­
rants, gift shops, ru1d more. Smith said, "Part of my 
mission with Gn1ssroots is to demonstrate that 
people cru1 do what they w;mt to for a living, if they' re 
wiJling to work for it" (December 1998 issue) . This 
free gift to Nebraskans is a dre<un come true for 
Smith, owner of LifcWorks Publishing. It 's well worth 
your time. A 
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Books, Taxes, and April I s 
by OliverB. 

Pollak, 
Depa11ment of 

History, University 
of Nebraska at 

Omaha 

Lowe 
Those 

Nebraska 
Authors 

Sitting 01~ thejlo~r tran~Jimningjinancial 
records 111to an mcome tax return is not 
the usu£t! place for enjoyment, satis­

faction , or creativity. Should book purchases be 
ordinary and necessatJ' e.\penses, expensed 
under section I 79 Internal Revenue Code, or 
depreciated under the Modified Accelerated Cost 
Recovery System? Credit cards replaced cash and 
checks. The paper trail leads tojackson Street 
Bookselle1; Antiquarian, Village Bookstore 
(recently trcmiformed into the Bookworm) , 
Barnes & Noble, Borders, and the Bluestem. Alas, 
no more Jane and Norman Geske Estuary 
receipts. 

ln 1998 we visi ted New York, Washington, San 
Francisco (twice), San Diego, Madison , ew 

Orleans, Sante Fe, and Kansas City, as confirmed by 
frequent flyer miles and receipts from the Dahesh 
Museum, Strand Book Store, Hacker Art Books, 
Workmen's Circle Bookstore, ew York; Archives of 
American Art in Washington; San Francisco's "genu­
flectable" City Lights Books; Wessex Books, Menlo 
Park; and Heather Grace Books in San Diego. At 
Hopkins and Crocker in Madison, I bought five Little 
Leather Library "volumes," a precursor to the Book 

of the Month Club, according to Janice Radway's A 

Feeling for Books. Crescent City Books in New 
Orleans, yielded The Smell o/Books: Cultural­
Historical Study of Olfactory Perception in 

Litemture by Hans J. Rindisbacher. 
Although Sante Fe has many bookstores 

and a literary reputation stretching from La 
Fonda's on the plaza, to Cather's Death Comes for 

the Archbishop, and on to Taos, I bought nothing, 
being enthralled by my traveling copy of Marcel 
Proust's Swann's Way, a mind and body altering 
work. I just finished The Year of Reading Proust by 
Phyllis Rose. Spiveys Books in Kansas City's Westport 
dist1ict has an eclectic collection of 30,000 books 
and a11. I did not buy anything (to be rectified in the 

Supplies are limited on these Nebraska author materials 
available from the Nebraska Center for the Book. CB 
publishes two resource guides on Nebraska authors. Coffee 
mugs with your favorite ebraska authors and a book bag are 
also avai lable. 
__ Resource Guide to Nebraska Authors I 

(the "big sLx"-Aldrich, Cather, Eiseley, 
Morris, Neihardt, and Sandoz) ... .. ..... . . .. $3.50 

__ Resource Guide to Nebraska Authors fl 
(six more Nebraska authors, including 
Weldon Kees and Malcolm X) . . . . . . $3.50 

1""llCBNews 

near futu re) and 
ended up at Oggi 's 
impulsively 
purchasing a Marcel 
Breuer B3 \Vassi ly 
Chai r, 1925 clone, 
not the most 
comfortable reading chair. 

My wife chuckled at Web purchases from The 
Bookstore in Horse Cave, KY and Pomfret Street 
Bookstore in Carlisle, PA, not begrudging the 
dispersal of our earnings throughout America. Web 
"browsing" brought books from the Bookl1ouse, 
Arlington, VA; The Avid Reader, Chapel Hill , C; Jane 
Add~u11S Bookshop, Champaign, IL; Mockingbird 
Books, Montclai r, CA; Odyssey Books, Santa Clara, CA; 
The Great Northwest Bookstore Port.land OR· , ' ' 
Fireside Book Company, Columbus, OH; Riverrun 
Books, Greensboro, PA; and Willow Creek Books, 
Englewood, CO. 

Gratifying charitable donations 
under IRS Code section 170 
included Gerald 
Ackerman 's American 
Orientalists to the Joslyn 
Museum's Milton R. ~md 

Pauline S. Abral1ams Library; 
Florice Kovan's art book, 
Rediscovering Ben Hecht to the 
Jewish Federation Libra1y; and to 
UN-L's Love Libra1y, Wright 
Monis' The Writing of My Uncle 
Dudley published in 1982 by 
The Friends of the Bancroft 
Library and a manuscript page 
from his Plains Song. I look 
forward to tax time 2000 to 
recap acquisitions and dona­
tions, reconciling taxes with reading. My law partner 
warns that credit card information exposes my 
reading habits to commercial and government 
scrutiny. Read on. ..&. 

~ __ Coffee mug: Aldrich . .. . ... .. . . . . .... . . .. . $6.SO 
~ __ Coffee mug: Eiseley . . . .. ... . . ..... .. .. $6.50 
~ __ Coffee mug: 'eihardt ... . . .... . .. . . . ... ... $6.50 
: __ Coffee mug: Cather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00 
j _ _ Coffee mug: Sandoz. . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . $9.00 
· __ Red canvas book bag with slogan: 

"Go Big Read" ..... . . . . ... . . . $7.50 

All prices include postage and hancUing. Make your check 
payable to: The Nebr<L~ka Center for the Book. Send to: Jerry 
Kromberg, 2622 ottingham Com1, Lincoln , NE 685 12. .& 
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Review: Book: The Magazine for the Reading Life 

Reviewed by 
Dee Yost, 
President, 

Nebraska Center 
for the Book and 
Republican Valley 

Library System 
Administrator 

One of the best periodical bargains for readers hit 
the newsstands with the October/l\m'Clnber 1998 
issue of Book: Tbe ,lfagaz ineJhr /be Reading Life. 
While it has taken a few criticisms carlv in ils life for 

di\'ulging the end 
of a 1m stcrv in a 
rc\'icw, misusing 
an apostrophe 
and not meeting 
the expectations 
of one reader. 
this reader thinks 
the magazine will 
find its niche. 
The magazine's 
mission is to 
pro\'ide nc\\S. 
feat ures and 
informati on that 
nurture and 

enhance the reading experience. It was designed for 
people who arc p<L"sionatc about books. lkcent 
articles and interviews discuss the writing of Tom 
Wolfe, Anna Quindlen , Rita Dove, Jim I larrison , Anne 
Lamott, Oscar llijuelos, Maurice Scndak, Kaye 
Gibbons, and Vachss Populi , just to name a few. If 
those don 't match your literary interests , the 
magazine includes articles on starting a poetry circle, 
the .\1ystcrious Bookshop in \C\\' York, adult and 
childrcn 's book 1-e\ icws. a calendar of literary events 
and nl'\\·sy tidbits abou t books being made inlo 
movies and award winners. Librarians attending this 
su111mc1 .. s American l.ibrar~ :\ssociation Conference 
\\l'rc reading the article on .. Touring \cw Orleans b~ 
the Book.·· Pick up an issue at the bookstore or 
newsstand. Call 800-221-.) I ·18 for a subscription or 
'isit the publisher's '' cbsilc al 
\\'\\'w.bookmagazine.com. At $20 for a year's 
subscription (6 issues), this is a treat fo r <my liter-
ature lm·er. A 

Review: For the Love of Books, I 15 Celebrated 
Writers on the Books they Love Most 

by Ronald B. 
Shwartz, 

(New lork: 
Grosset/Putnam. 

1999) $24.95 ISBN 
0-399-14466-8 

Re1•iewed by 
Oliver B. 

Pollak, 
Depm1ment of 

History. University 
of ~ebraska at 

Omaha 

_ ... ~,, 

lla\l' \Oll e\'er wanted to ask \our fmorite author . . 
''hat the\· read as a child ;md about their farnrite 
hooks~ Schwart;, a Boston trial lawyer. asked 
prominent writers for three to si\ influential titles. 
This resulted in more than :),(100 lettl'rs. fa\es. and 
e-mail. \mong the I 1 'i authors responding (about a 
quarter of whom were \\Omen) \\l're Da\l' Barr~ . 

A1111a Aare11i11a. J.D. Salingcr·s Catcber i11 the l~J'<!, 

William Shaktspcarc·s Collected \HJrks, ;md Mark 
'l\\ain·s 7he ,td1•e11/ures (?(Hucklebeny Fi1111. 6 
times each . .Josl'ph Conrad and \"ladimir :\abokm had 
the most titles listed. ,,·ith seven titles each. Five \\'ilia 
Cather :md two Tillil' Olsrn titk•:-. ''ere listed. 

Pulitzer Pri1e and \ational Book \ward winner 
Robert Coles, l):) ~car old Clifton 
Fadiman and his daughter .\nne, Doris 
Lessing, Jo~ce Carol Oates. \l'il Simon. 

--....-~---'-~--..---. Justin Kaplan. author of .Iii: Cle111e11s 

and Kurt Vonnegut. 
The ten most mentioned '' orks in 

thl' indc:-. of mer :)(10 authors. and 'i2'i 
titles arc 7be Bible. cited 9 times: 
h odor Dostoe\ sk\ .. s !he 8rot be rs . -
l\rtrttJJl(f'::Ol ', James .Jo,n's l (1 ·sses. 

I lerman .\1ckillt's l/o/~J' /Jick and 
~hired Proust·s Ne111e111hrm1ce <?( 
things !'as!. 8 times each: Leo Tolstm 's 
lit1r and l 'eace. - times: and Tolstm "s 
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and I/ark 7imi11. and current editor of 
Hartle// :1· Familiar Quotalio11s, read 
Jules \l'rne. \rthur Con;u1 Doyle, and 
rereads Proust ··practical!~ cwt~ ~car ... 
llis '' ifc. \nne Bernays. hm,·cver, looks 
to John (;als\\orth~. Charlotte Bronte. 
Charles Dickens. Edith Wharton, and 
\ irginia \\oolf. Sll\\a111 h<L'i succeeded 
in engaging the .. endless rearr:mgc­
ments of t\\L'llt\ -S i\ letters .. to readers 
''ho \\rite. 
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Rewiew: Plains Sons Review, Explorin9 
Nebraska's Sens e of Place, Vol. I 

Edited by 
Christine 
Pappass 

Reviewed by 
Oliver B. 

Pollak, 
Depaitment of 

History, University 
of Nebraska at 

Omaha 

"Hear! Hear!"' for Plains Song Review Debut 
The University of Nebraska College of A11s and 

Sciences has published the first volume of Plains 
Song Neview, edited by Christine Pappas. Papp<L'i is a 
political science graduate student, a familiar of the 
Heritage Room of Nebraska Authors at the Bennett 
Martin Library and a lawyer. The journal made its 
debut at the Loft last month in Lincoln . It was a one of 
a kind event. There was electricity in the air as 
approxi mately 20 of the almost 50 authors read from 

their work. 

PLAINS SONC REVIEW 
The title of the journal derives from Wright 

Morris's lm;t novel Plains Song , published in 
1980. The journal is designed for students to 
present their ideas about what it means to be 
a Midwesterner, a Nebraskan, a citizen of the 
Plains. The emotions ranged from humor, to 
pain, to exhibitionism, to introspection as 
these young people experimented with 
language and identity. Several of the readings 
referred to the students working on their 

<llld wrote about in several of his works. Some writers 
relished being NebnL-.kans, but Joanna Findlay, a 
visiting student from Aberdeen, Scotland, scathingly 
describes her bleak existence exi led in Lincoln 
(compounded by the campus being chy) in Falling 
off the Ec{f?e of the World. 

Plains Song (of}. A{fred Chimneyrock) by Dale 
S. Biggs is the shortest piece, fo ur lines, but oh so 
funn y. The prize for the best contribution went to 
Andria Skaff, a geology senior for Delia'.<; Place, an 
amusing <md thoughtful connection between Delia, a 
ten million year old horse skeleton discovered at 
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Park, the process of exca­
vating the find, and the visitors to the park. 

Gertrude Stein may have said there is no there 
there. Nebraska's students clearly resound that there 
is a here here to which I must add, a resounding 
"hear! hear! '' Readers, fo r the small price of $5, cru1 
acquire this book of nearly fifty poems <md sho11 
stories from Lee Booksellers or the University and 
share this reviewer's enthusi<L'\111 . 

iiiiiiialii~IJ·lliif!~- parent's or grandparent's farm during summer 
vacation, an experience Wright Morris shared 

Neview uriginal(y appeared in the Lincoln j ournal 
Stat; May 9, 1999 .A. 

Plum Creek Children's Li~eracy Fes~ival 

Mbraska auth01; Ivy Ruckman, willjoi11 
el/ow authors and illustrators Emi(J ' 
m old McCul(y and Chris Demarest to 

tl'Ork with students and adults al the 1999 Plum 

Poet David Marrison will appear with Mccully and 
Demarest, working with seconda1y students and 
adults on Saturday, October 16. 

Creek Children 's Literacy Festival on Friday, 
October 15 at Concordia Unil)ersi~) ' in Seward. 

Children attend free of charge but must prereg­
ister fo r Friday, Children ·s Day. Saturday is for 
secondary school students who will attend writing 
workshops free of charge and adults who may attend 
sectionals of their choice. For more info rmation, 
contact Janelle Uffehmm , 402-64.1-7.) 18. .A. 

Fort: Robinson 
and the 

American West: 
1874- 1899 

By Thon'las R. Bucckcr 

First in a two-volume history 
of Nebraska's premier historical 

landmark 

Ha rdcaver only . 286 pp., 55 photographs, six maps 

$ 40 ~~~;;;n g/ 
handlin g 

836 for NSHS members 

Phone Orders 
1-800-833-6 7 4 7 

Mail Orders 
Mus eum Store 
Nebraska State 
Histori cal Society 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln , NE 68501 -2554 

A Publication of the Nebraska State Historical Society © 1999 
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Book Lovers Love Library Book Sales 
by Dick Allen 

-""~(' 

( 'T:.1<!re :,· to be a lib rm:)' book ·'·:tie ll<!XI 
//'eeke11d and ii st~J'S Sale(?/ the 
Ce11tur1'. .. said 11~1 · 11 ·(/e .11m:1 · 011 a 

leisure/)' Su11dtl)' 111;>mi11g. I. u11rejJe11/a11t lol'er 
qf all thi11gs bo~>f..>-like. betoof..> 11~1·se(f'thereto . 
And this is tl'hat I e.\jJerie11ced. 

The dates 
\\'ere Jul~ t). 10. 
and 11. The 
plac(' \\as 
I lastings. The 
.\nnual Book 
Sale \\'aS spon ­
sored h~ thl' 
Friends of the 
I last ings Public 
Librar~ and 
held in the Ci ty 

\uditorium. To find out more about the sak and the 
trad ition of annual hook saks in Hastings. I talked to 
the I lastings Public Library Director Linda Rea. Linda 
told me that annual library book sales go back 20 
vears in I lastings. "They became a regular tradition 
;md have reall~ taken off because of the involvement 
of our library Friends group. \\'e hired Volunwer 
Coordinator Felicia Cogley in 1992 and she increased 
membership in the Friends of the Library group to its 
current level of 400 ... I met Felicia 
transporting two library carts of 
collectible hooks to the audi ­
torium. She said that 150 Friends 
took pai1 in this year's sale. in the 
initial so11ing of donated books to 
the library (making sure that they 
\\'ercn 't needed for the lihrar) 
collection) , dividing them into 
subject categories, and moving 
them all to the City Auditorium . 

"I low many hooks arc being offered 
for sale this year?" I inquired . "About 

\\'e \rnll--ed m l'r to the Cit) .\uditorium just before 
the hcoinnino of thl' "Earh Bird Sa1e·· ($5 admission) 

,:""I b . 

and s;m the tables \\ ith hooks neatl) arranged b) 
subject catcg<H') -all impressive sight. I might add1 

\oting the scale h~ the magazines. I \\ lL'i told , "\X e sdl 
mag;vines h) the pound:· \ecdless to say, I became 
an "Earl~ Bird" hook hu~cr. got in the long line 
lorming hdore 5 p.111 .. picking up a large hO\ on thl' 
\\a\ in. People \\CIT there \\ith ho\es. shopping carts. 
em.pt~ hah) strollers. and \\ agons-all sorts of\ ehiclt•s 
to he filled \\ ith hooks. I s;m '>Ollll' \dmL'ika hook 
dealers and a man that must desene the pri1.e for 
com ing the longest distancl' (from Louisiana) \\ilh a 
~pecialh designed hook cart and ho\cs. 

Linda noted that man~ of the rnstomcrs come 
e\en dm. "On Satunht\ \\l' offer a hook-mending and 
hooi,-co~ ering sen ice .fo r a l<m fee. On Sunda~ there 
is a $I per hag sale ... When ~L-;kcd \\'hat happens to 
the books that arc not sold she said, "We offer them 
to charities and to whomever else that might want 
them. There may be a few that suffer a less farnrahle 
fate ." 

Most \ehraska public libraries hold either special 
hook s;Lles or "ongoing·· hook sales. Check with your 
local lilmuY and the other public libraries in your 
area. The l~ternet Web site, <hllp://ww\\'.book-s;Llcs­
in-america.com/> that advertised the I lastings sale 
(which may have persuaded the man from Louisiana 

to attend) li sts three upcoming 
sales in :\ebraska and dozens in 
neighboring states. ..A. 

Fe/ici{( Cogley and Lind{( 
Rea (left lo rigbt) prepare 
for tbe H{(stings Public 
UbrmJ' Book Sale. 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE I 00,000, most of them priced at 50 cents 
(hardbacks) or 25 cents (paperbacks). .. 
Linda told me that last year's library sale 
netted $6,000. ··That's a lot of books sold 
at those prices!" she added. She showed 
me the so1ting and storage area in the 
librarv's basement and the special area for 
hook~ kept from the donations as ··back­
ups" for the collection. 

By way of dipping our toes in the water, the 
NCB News has begun taking ads in a small way. We 
can publish only three or four ads per issue. 'fl1e 
cost is $12 5 per 118 page. To place ru1 ad in the 
November issue, contact Mary Jo Ryan, Nebraska 
Center for the Book, The Atri um, 1200 N Street, 
Suite 120, Lincoln, NE 68508-2023; 402-471-
2045, 800-307-2665; e-mail: 
<mjryan@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. 111e deadline for 
the next issue is September 17. 
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Bibliofile: Chadron's Fur Press Features 

Specialty Publications 
by Maryjo 

Ryan, Nebraska 
Library 

Commission 
Communjcations 

Coordinator 

Find out more 
about Chadron area 
writers and readers 
by viewing the 
Nebraska Literary 
Heritage 
Association video 
Writers on the 
Plains, available 
through the 
Nebraska Library 
Commission. TI1e 
video describes the 
collection of works 
by Nebraska 
authors housed in 
the Heritage Room 
of Nebraska 
Authors. TI1is video 
is also available 
from die Nebraska 
English Language 
Arts Council (which 
has a Chadron 
affiliate), die Mari 
Sandoz Society, and 
the Nebraska 
Humanities 
Council 

The Fur Press, headquartered i11 

Crrw:ft>rd. is a small !>jJecial~J ' pub/ishi11g 
compmz1 ·. Founded 25 years ago, !he 

keys/one rif lhe.Jlrm is /be Sketchbook series. 
books of dratt'i11gs fij !11dia11 . . l!ou11/ai11 ,lfa11. 

Bujft1/o H1111/e1: l 1r~ J'age111: a11d Fur 11-ade o~jec/s. 
More lha11 a quarter millio11 copies q/lhese 

/Jm •e bee11 marketed. nJis su111me1: Mm:r}o 
Rya11 mel tl'ilhjim Ha11so11. proprietor qf lhe 
press. lo talk about /Jou· !he press opera/es 

a11d chro11icles !be hislOJ:J' of !be Fur Trade 
period. 

Q: How did you get started publishing 
specialty books? 

A. When I \\·as 8 years old my father \\Tote a book 

that was published by th e :-.lebraska I l istorical 
Society. I was so impressed that I begm1 to write 
books. I \\Tote books on \'O\\'cls. on ca\'emen , on 
dinosaurs. I still wri te one-of-a-kind books m; 

special gifts for my wife, Ann. Anyway my first 
real book was published in 1974 by University of 
Nebraska Press. When I saw the royalty check, I 
realized that the money was in publish ing. 

O\'er the )Cars. I had researched the material 
culture of the fur trade, leaning hemily on the 
co llection of the Museum of the Fur Trade in my 
hometown, Chadron . I've always enjoyed drawing, so 
I spent a couple months ;md invested $ 1500 in my 
first .'iketchbook. I placed three or four ads in 
specialty magazines and within six months we were 
off and running. 

Q: Can you describe your s tock? 
A. The first hooks I did arc still in print <Lilli still selling 

\\'ell. We've added books on evcr~1hing from Daniel 
Boone to fur trade knin~s . All arc in a -18 page, hand 
lettered format ;u1d retail for $5. We have some more 
expensi\'e books, and recently we've put out some all ­
color "coffee table" books. 

Q: How do you market your books? 
A. \X'e prefer to sell through wholesalers rather than do 

retai I sa.Jcs 011 rselves. People hear of us by word of 
mouth . We've sold to Slim Pickens. Hoy Rogers, and 
Mary '1\lcr Moore. 

Q: What are your customers like? 
A. i'vlost are living history enthusiasts. Some are 

modelers or doll makers. quite a fe\\· are in\'olved 
with mo\'ies and television. Museum curators bu,· 
them . and so do a lot of elementary school teachers. 
We produced 'l'/Je .1!01111tai11 .lle11 Colori11g Hook 
that is \ 'Cl) popular \\'ith school kids. Our 
Sketchbooks appeal to the same public that buys the 
Fo41re books. 

Q: How do you develop a new title and do you 
have any in the works? 

A. Our customers pretty well dictate what we produce. If 
I ha\'c about .W inquiries in a year, I will seriously 
consider doing a book on that topic. Right now, I'm 
collecting material for a possible Sketchbook on 
horn , which W<L'i the plastic of the past. It could be 
molded. pressed. bent, etched, stained, sawed, and 
even turned in a lathe. I lorn \\·as used for eve1)thing, 
from combs, cups. buttons, and knife handles to 
boxes. lanterns, jcwcli)', and even children's books. 

Q: What are your favorite and least favorite 
things about the publishing business? 

A. The second most satisf~ing thing is to see your name 
in print on the cover of a book. The most satisfying 

thing is to open the last box of a Lille and real ize you 
need to order a second printing. My le<L'it favorite 
moment is when someone \\'ishes to impress us with 
superior knowledge. My feeling is, if they know so 
much. why don 't they publish their own book1 

Q: You mention the Museum of the Fur Trade. 
How does the Press relate to the Museum? 

A. Mv father W<L<; the Museum director for several years 
and I edit their publications. In June, a 50th 
Anniversa1)' history of the Museum was published. It 
is all color <md only ' .95. Now I'm working on a six 
volume series on trade goods made for Indians. The 
first \'Olume should be available in abou t 5 vears. The 
Fur Press and the Museum of the Fur Trade arc 

separate entiti es, hut we work together. 

Q: Any interesting anecdotes? 
A. We sold 10,000 books in a single day to Tandy 

Leather Co. It filled up an entire UPS van and I 
understm1d it set a l 'PS record at the time for rural 
pick-ups. 

Q: What books do you read? 
A. I love an~thing by John l.e Carre. and Georges 

Simenon is fun . Most of my reading is nonfiction and 
I prefer first-hand accounts h\' frontier people. I just 
finished David Donald's superb biography of Lincoln 
and right now I'm reading . llar~Jred l 'illage, the stot)' 
of Oradour \\'hich \\'as \\'iped out b~ the i\azis in 
France just after D-Day as a reprisal against partisans. 

Q: Whars the origin of the nmne. Fur Press? 
A. It 's a pla\' on words. The old fur traders used a fur 

press to squeeze their pelts into compact bales. Since 
most of our books relate to that era, we c:ll lcd it the 
Fur Press. 

Q: Whafs the Fur Press address? 
A. Becky Serres, The Fur Press. :iO:\ Paddock, 

Crawford , .\ e. 69:):\9. 
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THE NEBRASKA 
CENTER FOR 
THE BOOK 

n11 njfilintc oft/Jc Libm11• rif'C111(f11"C.<.< 

do Nebraska Library Commission 
The Atrium 
1200 N Street, Suite 120 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508-2023 
34-00-00 

Highlighted 
' fur press & 18 

Chadron s . l September 17 
festiva 

Literature 

Pt111l A. Olsou Semint1r, c;arv Moulton on the Bot;mical Collection 
Contact: Great Plains Studies. <-J Ol-"1 72-:1082 

jolm II. Ames Re(l(/i11g Series. ! leritage Rom of.Vebraska A11/br11:1·, I lobe I lays, 
Contact: "102 -44 1-85 16 

Nebraska Literature Festival 1999, Crossing Bonler.1·: (;eographica/, Ethnic. 
and Lilermy l'i"o11/iers i11 l'lai11s Lilem/11re. Contact: Andre\\' Elkins. :\08-452-6507 

Tbe Fullness of Life: 7/Je l r1ice 1~/! !11go Wo(/ Discussion , performance at Ll'.\1- L, 
Song settings by c;enmm Composer I lugo Wolf. Contact : Bill Shomos, 402-47 2-2"194 

r,·ovenwr's Lecture i11 tbe /111111t111ilies , Pulitzer-prize \\'inning columnist, DaYid 
Broder. Josl)11 Art Museum. Contact: :\ehraska llurnani ti cs Council , "102 -"1 7+2 1 :\ I 

Omt1bt1 Public Librm:11 Bro11•11 Bt1g. Dana Stahcnoll', M\'stery Writer 
Contact: Jennifer Kirchmann. "102--H ""f --18"12 

Li11col11 Ci~y Libraries A111111t1l Book St1le, :\chraska State Fairgrounds. 
Contact: Barbara I l;msen, "102 -·H 1-85 12 

Oft/ West /Jt1ys, 7he ,\'ebmska Cotl'IJoJ ' l'oelrJ ' (;a1beri11g 
Contact: Bob Steller. -102-.176-l:\:i I . 

111e Lessons of tbe Ce11/11ry. Discussion of minorities relating to the play, Cr!fe 
7,eilgeisl , at Wayne State College. Contact: Jeff Johnston . -102-r5-70<)0 

Altlricb Re111e111brt111ce Dt1y, Bess Streeter Aldrich !louse & Museum , 
Contact: Lorri Kentner. "1 02-<)()+:\855 

P/11111 Creek Cbilrlre11 's Literacy Feslil'fll 
Contact: Janelle l 'ffelman . '102-(H.1--5 18 

Autbor Visit, Bell Mikt1elsen, Contact: Kate Marek. "102-'-l.26-:1(1-8 

Nebraska Englisb Lt111g11t1ge Aris Co1111cil Co11.fere11ce, 
Contact: Rosalie Shimerda '102 -"188-00 I "I 

Nebmska Writers G'uild. u •ilb 8re11! .\/Je11cer 
Contact : Jean Lukesh, .)()8-.)8+9750 

Nebraskt1 Ce11terfor lbe Book A111111al Meeting 
Contact: Oec Yost , "102-"16.1-'12"1'-l 
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