












1""llCBNews 
Gift Books, a Memoir by Inscription 

by Oliver B. 
Pollak, 

University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 

Books have been given as gifts even before Guten
berg. Publishers scramble to get their holiday list 
(Christmas and into the stores by October. 
I received D<miel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe in 1950, 
published in London pursuant to Book Production 
War Economy Standard, inscribed by Leslie Gutfreund 
with a black fountain pen "WITH LOTS OF LOVE 
FROM LESLIE CHRISTMAS 1950.·· They moved to 
Johannesburg. I never read the book. 

Books are given to mark special events like rites 
of pa5sage. Upon graduating high school in March 
193 7 my mother, Ruth Pollak, received Propheten 
und Gottesmdnner (Prophets and Godly Men) by 
Marcus Ehrenpreis, and published by Berlin 's Der 
Heine-Bund Eine ji.idische Buchgemeinde, from the 
Hannover Gemeinde Synagogue, signed by Rabbi 
Unruh. My mother left Nazi Germany in 1939. 

The English translation of Werner Keller's The 
Bible as History (15th impression 1974, useful for 
establishing when the gift was received) was 
inscribed by my inlaws Reva and Joe Goldstein, "To 
Oliver, Whose everyday life will someday be recorded 
as History. Much love Reva &Joe." Barbara in den 
Bosch, a graduate sn1dent whose master's thesis I 
directed, presented me with David Landes' Revolu
tion in Time: Clocks and the Making of the Modem 
World (1983) , a significant reading in my calendar 
conscious life. 

Garrison Keillor's Lake Wobegon Days (1985) 
came to me in 1985 with the inscription , "To our dad 
on his 84 divided by 2 birthday Love Noah and 
Aaron." I have received numerous books from my 
wife, curiously uninscribed but accompanied by a 
birthday, Valentine's Day, or anniversary card that gets 
separated from the book. When I give a mystery, 
women's literan1re, or art book to my wife I can 
expect the accusation that I am giving her a book that 
I want to read. 

My publisher Jim McKee presented me with 
Houghton Mifilin 's 1899 trade list, A Catalogue of 
Authors. Neil Shaver, at Yellow Barn Press, lavishes 

me with fascinating 'md mouthwatering antiquari<m 
catalogues. My law partner David Hicks and I 
frequently exchange books at bi11hdays 'md the 
holiday season. The best eye <md ear opener, a real 
epiphany, was Leonard Cohen: A Li:fe in Art, by Ira B. 
Nadel. 

My great uncle Eric Bonner, an antiquarian book
seller in London, presented me with Speed, The Book 
of Racing and Records ( 1950) inscribed with a blue 
fountain pen, "Wishing you a merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 1950/1 Uncle Eric." I still refer to it. 
His last gift to me was when I was teaching in 
Rhodesia in 1970, a catalogue of the 1953 Cecil 
Rhodes Centenary Exhibition in Bulawayo. The Black 
Arrow by Robert Louis Stevenson and Sung under 
the Silver Umbrella, Poems for Young Peopk 
( 1945) can1e from an unremembered source in the 
1950s. The former remains unread, the latter still 
gets some attention. This 50% success/failure rate 
between the donor and the donee has left me with an 
ambiguous attin1de about giving books. It is a careful 
decision . Recommending a book is different than 
giving a book. 

Donors know my interests or what they think they 
should guide me to. My childhood experience 
fostered caution about giving books. People have 
idiosyncratic interests. Giving a book suggests you are 
committing tl1e donee to more work than the donor -
the recipient is supposed to take the time to read the 
book. A recent pleasure is to give books I have 
written, including]ewish Li:fe in Omaha and 
Lincoln: A Photographic History; Nebraska Court
houses: Contention, Compromise and Community; 
A Year at the Sorbonne: A Proustian Li:fe; and soon , 
I'll give copies of A State of Readers, Nebraska's 
Carnegie Libraries. 

The ultimate (but not pressing) book-gift question 
is, who gets your library, accumulated over many 
decades, when you move to a much smaller retire-
ment community or close up shop? .A. 

Mayhem and Murder Unite at Annual Event 
by Barbara 

Rixstine 

.... 

This spring's "Mayhem in the Midlands" mystery 
conference in Omaha raised the bar again on partici
pation , with more than two hundred attendees. Partic
ipants from twenty-eight states attended the 
conference, sponsored by the Omaha and Lincoln 
public libraries. 

This year's guest of honor was Peter Robinson, 
author of the mysteries Close to Home: A Novel of 
Suspense and Innocent Graves. Donna Andrews, 
author of We'll Always Have Parrots and other 
mysteries, was Toastmaster of Honor. The Friday night 
auction raised more tl1an $3500 . 

Maggie Tarelli-Falcon of Omaha Public Library, 
chaired the conference. She said, "People enjoy the 
intimate atmosphere with readers getting a chance to 
visit with and have books signed by their favorite 
authors, and authors enjoying meeting their fans . 
Special events such as the mystery dinner and 
opening 1tight cocktail party add to the fun ." 

Next year's conference \vill be held May 25-28, 
2006 and will feature Laura Lippman (To the Power 
of Three and Every1 Secret Thing) as Guest of Honor 
and Denise Hamilton (Savage Garden: A Novel and 

: Sugar Skull: An Eve Diamond Novel) as Toastmaster 
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"102-'120- 19 19, <info@leebooksellcrs.com>. <W\1w.lcebookscllcrs.com > ......... . .. .... ..... ... August 12 . Lincoln 
• W Dale Clark Librnr\', Omaha Public Libran· 

Contact Linda Trout,"'102-·M+'l8.18. <ltroui@omalia. lib.ne.us>, <mnahapublicLibrary.org> ................ August 15 ..... Omalia 
Library Card Sign-Up Month: The Smartest Card@your libra . , <11~1w.ala.org>... . ..... September ....... \atim1111de 
3rd Annual North Platte Literary Festival 
Contact: A to Z Bookstore, 508-55+01'10, or <;mnmilton@inebraska.com >, ;\08-5:\+225 l .. September 16-1- .... \orth Platte 
Downtown Omaha Lit Fest, Festival in the Omaha Old Market to benefit Omaha Public Library 
Contact: TimothySchaffen , <timothv@omahali tfcst.com >, <1nrn·.omahalitfest.com> · September 16- 1- ..... Omaha 
Plum Creek Children's Literacy Festival 
Contact: Jm1cll L"ffehmm, 800-5:\5-5-19-J. '102-(H5-~ .1 18, <juffelman@cune.edu>, 
<11"\1w.cune.cdu/show. ;L~p'durki=9'1-J > . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Sept. ll-2-J. . . ... Seward 
2005 Nat ional Book Festival. Contact: <11'1w.loc.gov/bookfest> ............... . ..... Sept. 2'1 ..... W:L~hington, DC 
Banned Books Week 
Contact : <11"\1w.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/b:mnedbooksweck.htm> 
Paul A. Olson Seminar: Tolstov mid John Wa~11 c: Peace in the Pl:tins, Speaker: Paul A.Olson, 
Kate Foster Professor of English, l"\-L, Contact: Center for Great Plains Studies, Kim Weide, 

..... Sept. 2-J-Oct. I ... .. \ationwide 

'102-472-5964. <kweide@unlnotes. unl.edu >, <\n1w.unl.edu/pl<tins/scminars/Olson/olsonscminars.html >. . ... Sept. I :I ........ Lincoln 
S)1n1>osium: Changing .'latural lJmdscapes: Ecological and I lu1mm Dimensions 
Sponsored by :'\atural Areas Association :md Center for Great Plains Studies 
Contact: Center for Great Plains Studies, -102-'172-5082, <Cgps@unl.edu >, 
<m1w. unl.cd u/phti ns/scminars/future~:111p . htmi> ........ . . ...... Sept. 21-2'1 ....... Lincoln 
NLA/NEl\tA Conference: 1.ibra1ics: I lea11 and Soul of Communities 
Contact: <\l"\\w. papillion .ne. us/- nla-nema2005 > .......... . . ............. Sept. 28-.'10 ....... Omaha 
Book Sales: cbraska State Historical Society and Lincoln City Libraries 
Contact: Cindy S. Drake, '102 -'17 l-'1786, <nshs05@ncbra~kahistory.org>. < 11~\w. nebraskahisto1:'.org>. 
or Barbara Mm1sen, -J02-'H 1-8512, <b.hansen@mail.Jcl .lib.nc.us>. <\rnw.lcl .lib.ne.us>. . ........... October 6- 8 Lincoln 
Nebraska Book Festival, Local Wo11ders, featuring Ted Kooser 
Contact: Jim Schaffer, 402-465-2552, < jrs@nebrwesle)~m .edu >, <M1w.unl.edu/i\CB/2005 .html > ........... October 7-8 ...... Lincoln 
Nebraska Cowboy Poetry Gathering: Old West Days 
Contact: 800-658-'102"1, <\1~nv.nelmL~kacowbo)1lOett)'gathering.com> ........ . .... . ....... ... ... . . October 1.)- 16 ..... Valentine 
Teen Read Weck: Get Real! @ vour librarv® 
Contact: <M\~v.ala . org/ala/yalsa/ieenrcadingtteenreading.htm>....... . .................... . October I(>-- 22 .... :\ationwide 
Jim Treleasc: Tbe Re(ld-A lmu/ l/(lm/book, Contact: Seward Memorial l.ibrarv. '102-6'15-5:118. 
<info@sewardl ibra1: '.org>. <\n1w.scwarcllibrmyo rg/trcl e:L~c. htm > . . . . . ... : ..... . . . October 19 . . ... Seward 
Antonia's Czech l\tlip Quilt, Antonette Wi lla Skupa 'l\irncr Contact: Dmi \iem;u1. 
South Sioux City Publ ic Library, '102-49'1-75'15 , <dniemm1@southsiouxcity.org> ............ . ............. October l' .. . South Sioux 
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